
A Special Joint Meeting of the Fairport Village Boards was held on February 3, 2014 at 7:00 
P.M., at the Village Hall, 31 South Main Street, Fairport, New York with the following present:

 
Village Board
Frederick H. May, Mayor 
Kenneth G Rohr
Timothy J Slisz

FMC Commissioners 

Doris Fritsch

Office of Community & Economic 
Development
Joseph Kosiorek

Planning Board

Michael Gropp, Chief

Others Present
George Wolf, Attorney
L. Kay Wharmby, Village Clerk-Treasurer



Robert Salmon
Judy Sether

Mayor May opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. and asked all present to rise for the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Introductions were made.

Welcome

Mayor May welcomed all present.

Fire Department

Chief Michael Gropp reported that one chief will be able to attend the Monday morning 
department head meetings. There is 100 members in the fire department and there are 80 sets of 
turn out gear for the active members. In January there were 65 alarms averaging 2 to 3 a day. The
number of working fires had decreased. The purchase of the new engine is a better fit for the 
needs of the Department. The Department has purchased a 6 wheel ATV with fire department 
funds that will be picked up Tuesday, February 3, 2014. The department is continuing to evolve 
into new areas of response.  The joint training facility will open in April which is the single 
greatest thing to come to the Fairport, Egypt and Bushnell’s Basin Fire Departments. Fairport 
Fire Department has more than 2 times the membership and fire calls as Egypt and Bushnell’s 
Basin Fire Departments who average approximately 18 calls a month.

Historic Preservation Commission

Doris Fritsch reported Pure Oil exterior change must be approved. The Commission has applied 
for a grant to re-inventory village properties earlier than 1970. Each of the volunteers on the 
Commission has been assigned areas and streets. There has been 3 new properties designated: 56
West Avenue, 112 West Avenue and 155 South Main Street. In March the Commission will 
designate 42 Woodlawn Avenue and will continue to designate and identify properties.  The 
Commission is also looking at the pros and cons of establishing a “Historic District”.

Tree Board

Kenneth Rohr, Chair, reported that the Tree Board is very busy. There 17 trees and 13 Ash Borer 
were cut down.  The Ash Borer has not been found in Fairport, however the healthy Ash Trees 
will continue to be treated to protect them from infestation.  Over 60 new/replacement trees were
planted. A grant funded by the DEC, with the Office of Community and Economic Development 
matching funds, will provide for 35 to 40 additional trees.  Arbor Day will be celebrated on 
Saturday April 26, 2014 and there will be clean-up of Thomas Creek Wetland Park.  This event 
will coincide with the Canal clean-up.

Office of Community & Economic Development

Ken Rohr reported that the Green Lantern has receive a purchase offer for another restaurant. 
The closing will be in March and it is a clean deal.  Jeff Siedel is buying the Deland Center. re e 
Loans were given to: East Pattern & Mold, Corporation for build-out and electrical work, Gold’s 
Gym – Fairport Fitness for a build-out, Fairport Brewing Company, located in the Pure Oil 
building owned by Office of Community and Economic Development, is looking at the exterior 
improvements that include the garage door and landscape planning. The Office of Community 
and Economic Development owns the area of the old Department of Public Works on Parker 
Street until site approval.  The primary access for vehicles is from East Church Street.

Planning Board

Bob Salmon, Chair, reported Thomas O’Gara was appointed to fill the vacancy following David 
Conrad’s retirement from the board. The Hartman subdivision on South Main Street was 
approved.  Signs at 75 North Main Street are being reviewed.  Rhythm Connect was approved. 
Bob Cantwell and Bob Reidman, developer of the old Department of Public Works site plan to 
purchase part of the Santini property at 29 Parker Street.  The Office of Community and 
Economic Development will purchase land from New York State along East Church Street for 
the primary entrance to the property.  The plans for the four story building include 66 inside 
parking spaces and 40 surface spaces.  There are 48 condominiums, each with a canal view, has 
an expected cost of $200,000 to $300,000. It will have 34 percent green space.  In March the 
preliminary and final approval of the project are expected.  The historic Matson-Ewell property 



on West Church Street is having major work done changing it from a double back to a single 
family property. A meeting is scheduled at the Library to review plans for their renovation.  

Zoning Board of Appeals

Patrice Cantwell stated that is was a privilege to be an alternate on the Zoning Board of Appeals 
and that things are fairly quiet.

Fairport Municipal Commission

Kay Wharmby stated that the current concern now is the high cost to of electric and the impact it 
will have on the customers.  The cost of natural gas used to generate electricity has driven the 
cost of power to all-time highs.  The cost plus the prolonged cold will yield bills that are higher 
than the customers have seen.  Plans are being made to handle the anticipated high volume of 
calls expected in the next several weeks.

Village Board

Mayor May reported that Paul Feeley, Foreman for the Department of Public Works, will  
replace bad siding with hardy plank, a couple of windows and a back door on the Potter 
Memorial Building by Memorial Day.  The Library renovation plans are taking shape. The 
Village has already used its winter quota of salt.  He attended the Genesee Valley Public Works 
Association meeting at the RIT Inn and Conference Center where Fairport received the American
Public Works Association Small Cities Award for the canal front project. The Town of Perinton 
was also recognized for the pedestrian bridge.

Trustee Slisz reported that as part of the budget process the Board is looking at the cost of 
providing a village court.

The next meeting will be held on June 2, 2014.  

Mayor May adjourned the meeting at 8:30 P.M.  

Respectfully submitted,

Charlotte Williams
Deputy Village Clerk


