
BILL NO. 3584 ORDINANCE NO. 3584

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PORTIONS OF THE HOUSING VIOLATIONS CODES FOR

THE CITY OF SALEM, MISSOURI. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SALEM, MISSOURI

AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. 

Section 520. 970 of the Salem City Code shall be amended as follows: 

Demolition. 

A. Any dwelling, dwelling unit or rooming unit shall be declared unfit for human habitation
when, in the judgment of the City Building Inspector, it is so damaged, decayed, dilapidated, 
unsanitary, unsafe or vermin infested as to create a hazard to the health, safety and welfare of
the occupants or of the public, and where the structure is determined by the City Building
Inspector not to warrant repair. 

B. Any vacant building shall be declared unfit for human habitation, when its existence, in the
judgment of the City Building Inspector, is detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare. 

C. The owner of any structure which has been determined unfit for human habitation, whether
such structure is occupied or vacant, shall be given notice of this determination in the manner

provided for service of notice in Section 520.950, and shall be given a reasonable time, not

to exceed ninety (90) days, to remove such structure. 

D. The owner of any dwelling, dwelling unit or rooming unit contained in any structure which
has been determined unfit for human habitation and which has been vacated shall not cause

or permit such vacated dwelling, dwelling unit or rooming unit to be reoccupied pending
removal of the structure. 

E. Any owner aggrieved by the notice to demolish may within ten ( 10) days seek a hearing of
the matter in the manner hereinafter provided, and may seek a formal hearing in the manner
provided in Section 520.960. 

F. When the owner fails, neglects, or refuses to remove the unfit structure within the requisite

time, the City of Salem, Missouri may apply to a court of competent jurisdiction for a
demolition order. The court may grant such an order when no hearing on the matter is
pending. The cost of such demolition shall create a debt in favor of this City of Salem, 
Missouri against such owner, and shall be recoverable in a civil action brought by this City
which shall possess all the rights of a private creditor. 

G. All demolition, whether carried out by the owner or by the City of Salem, Missouri, shall
include the filling in of the excavation remaining on the property on which the demolished
structure was located in such manner as to eliminate all potential danger to the public health, 

safety or welfare arising from such excavation. 



Section 2. 

These changes become effective immediately and are subject to modification at any time by the
Board of Aldermen. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such conflict, 

repealed. 

Section 3. 

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its approval. 

PASSED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SALEM, MISSOURI, AND

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR, THIS 13th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2024. 
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