Mayor Dunwell called the Meeting of the Common Council of the Borough of
Alpha to order at 7:00 p.m. on January 9th, 2018.
Mayor Dunwell announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given and
posted on the bulletin board in the Clerk’s office satisfying the requirements of the Open
Public Meeting Act:
NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this
meeting has been given. On January 5, 2018, the Municipal Clerk delivered to the Star
Gazette/Express-Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Clerk’s office a
notice containing the date, time, and place of this meeting of the Borough Council. Also
said notice has been mailed to persons requesting the same.
Mayor Dunwell led prayer and the salute to the flag.
Roll Call: Present; Councilwoman Grossman, Councilman Pettinelli, Councilman Seiss
and Councilman Singleton.
Absent; Councilman Cartabona, Councilman Schwar.
Public Comment
Mr. Schmidt, 1312 Schley, asked if we got an extension on the pool quote and further
questioned the absence of certain Council members who don’t show up when we are
going to have a pool vote.
Mr. Morris, 527 Alpha St., inquired about the status of the water softener issue. He stated
that he is on his second hot water tank. Mayor asked our Water and Sewer Engineer to
address Mr. Morris’ concerns. Stephanie addressed Mr. Morris’ questions by reviewing
the next steps in the process.
Louis Pettinelli, Fifth Ave., Echoed Mr. Morris’ sentiments regarding the water softener
issue. Mayor Dunwell, clarified that the issue isn’t the water softener. The issue is the PH
control. Mr. Pettinelli also ask the status of the water service repairs. Discussion
continued on the topic of water service with regard to the properties and the work that is
behind done.
Councilman Cartabona arrived at 7:21 PM
Beth West, 705 South Blvd., expressed her dissatisfaction and frustration regarding the
pool vote and the three abstentions.
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Councilman Cartabona added that door-to-door vs voter turnout on a topic such as this
doesn’t necessarily render a true result. Councilman Cartabona further explained that he
believes that the majority of the residents actually want the pool.
Mr. Schmidt, 1312 Schley, reported that South Blvd. reported that the stones that were
used to fill a hole in the road are now packed down and have created another dip in the
road.
Mr. Pfeiffer 400 East Central Ave., had additional questions about the water softener.
Ordinances None
Resolutions
Resolution 2018-32 is listed on the agenda but has not been completed.
Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to table Resolution 2018-32, seconded by
Councilwoman Grossman. Roll Call; Ayes: Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli and
Singleton. Nays: None. Absent: Schwar

Motion made by Councilman Pettinelli to approve Resolution 2018-35, motion seconded
by Councilman Seiss. Roll Call; Ayes Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Seiss and
Singleton; Nays; None. Absent Schwar
RESOLUTION 2018-35
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF AN EMERGENCY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Alpha deems the hiring of an
emergency equipment operator in the Borough Department of Public Works in the best
interests of the Borough of Alpha.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of
Alpha that Jason Pfeiffer be hired as an emergency equipment operator for the Borough
of Alpha at a rate of $25.00 per hour to work on an as needed basis.

Motion by Councilman Pettinelli to approve Resolution 2018-36, motion
seconded by Councilman Singleton.
Motion by Councilwoman to table Resolution 2018-26, seconded by Councilman
Cartabona. Roll Call; Ayes: Cartabona, Grossman and Singleton. Nays; Pettinelli and
Seiss. Absent: Schwar.
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Approval of Minutes
There were no minutes to approve.
Department Reports
Administration, Councilman Singleton, reported that the Deputy Clerk will be
returning tomorrow and that the Acting Borough Clerk will start her classes this weekend
to become a certified municipal clerk. He also commented on the class he took on
Saturday and gave an update on website vendors. Councilman Singleton requested five
minutes of executive session for personnel, Clerk’s Office. In closing, Councilman
Singleton approved all bills, salaries, and wages for his department.
Finance, Councilman Pettinelli, gave the following report in Councilman
Schwar’s absence: He reported on a date and time for the next budget meeting and that
the CFO has already closed out several of the fund accounts. It could not be confirmed
that Councilman Schwar approved all bills, salaries and wages for his department.
Health & Welfare, Councilman Pettinelli, reported on the activities of the ACO
and the success of the Free Rabies Clinic held on January 13th, 2018. In closing,
Councilman Pettinelli approved all bills, salaries, and wages for his department.
Public Property, Councilwoman Grossman, reported on the positive feedback
regarding the ice rink and the she received a resignation of our custodian effective
January 19th, 2018. She also requested five minutes of executive session for personnel
regarding the vacated custodian position. In closing, Councilwoman Grossman approved
all bills, salaries, and wages for her department.
Public Safety, Councilman Thomas Seiss, reported that he got an email from the
Clerk that a woman reported a sidewalk that wasn’t shoveled. Our Code Enforcement
Officer, Mr. Fey took care of that. In closing, Councilman Seiss approved all bills,
salaries, and wages for his department.
Public Works, Councilman Louis Cartabona, reported that we add a second
person on as an emergency equipment operator due to the other person being out on sick
leave. He also updated everyone on the Mason truck plow. This will give us a third piece
of equipment to remove snow. In closing, Councilman Cartabona approved all bills,
salaries, and wages for his department.
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Councilman Pettinelli asked Councilman Cartabona about why the original emergency
equipment operator didn’t show up, He also asked why it took so long to get the plow if
we had the truck since March of 2017. Councilman Pettinelli inquired about getting an
additional full-time DPW worker. Councilman Cartabona asked for 10 minutes of
executive session, contractual and personnel for DPW.
Committee Reports
There were not committee reports, however; Mayor Dunwell stated with regard to the
Sewer Committee that the Phillipsburg Clerk did send the dates for the 2018 sewer
meetings.
Professionals and Officials Reports
Mayor: Mayor Dunwell stated that he missed an appointment at the
Reorganization Meeting last week. He would like to appoint William David Santowaso to
a two-year term as an alternate Land Use Board member. The term will end December
31, 2019. Mayor also read off the subcommittees for 2018. Mayor continued, by saying
he spoke with the attorney and the CFO and we would like to make a change before
approving the bills, PO 17-00832. Mayor would like to make the change from
$1,025,000.00 to $1,040,000.00. Discussion was had that the slightly higher amount is a
proactively covering possible additional closing fees. The difference will be refunded to
the Borough if there was excess. Mayor Dunwell request 10 minutes executive session
for contractual to discuss sale of public property, 10 minutes executive session for
contractual for Land Use Board issue and 15 minutes executive session for contractual
and possible litigation for a 2016 water improvement project contractual issue.
Police Department Chief Stettner: Reported on the status of the crossing guards
with nothing else to report. Councilman Cartabona thanked the Phillipsburg Police
Department for the work they do in the Borough.
Fire Department, Chief Sean McDyer: Councilman Seiss reported on community
events coming up in the next few months.
Office of Emergency Management, Todd Pantuso: - No report. Councilman Seiss
said they are working on the 911 information that county has requested. Mayor Dunwell
asked if all of the officers for the Fire Department were chosen. Councilman Seiss that he
would have that by the next meeting.
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Emergency Squad: Not present – No report
Attorney, Christopher Troxell: - No report
Engineer, Stephanie Cuthbert: Stephanie referred everyone to the January 9th
report that was distributed, giving updates and status of ongoing projects in the Borough.
Councilman Cartabona had commented that we are at a point where we are doing the fine
tuning. He further stated that he would like to be at the next meeting with the engineer(s)
and the Mayor. Stephanie said she would send him a meeting request. Councilman Seiss
observed that the disinfection portion of the project appears to have not moved much and
asked for a status of that. Stephanie updated Councilman Seiss. At this time Mayor
Dunwell asked to amend his 10 minutes of executive session for a Land Use Board issue
to 15 minutes and he asked Stephanie to sit in for that.
CFO, Lorraine Rossetti: In the absence of Councilman Schwar, Councilman
Pettinelli reported that most of the fund accounts in the process of being closed.
Acting Municipal Clerk, Donna L. Messina: No report.
Recycling Coordinator, Thomas Fey: No report.
Code Enforcement, Thomas Fey: There was a complaint about sidewalks from a
neighbor and Mr. Fey stated he will take care of that issue. Councilman Cartabona asked
for clarification on the sidewalk complaint.
Library Board, Steve Knoll: Mr. Knoll reported out on the library activities for the
next month. He also said they are still short three library board members.
Second Public Comment: Joey Foor, Morris Street, asked if there was a bypass
system for the water softener with regard to filling up the pool.
Louis Pettinelli, Fifth Ave., brought up his concern about his water service and
the process for fixing the water issue he has now. Further discussion was focused around
the process and procedure for fixing his issue.
Tom Fey, stated the wasn’t aware there was a problem with the Land Use
Board. Mayor Dunwell stated that he is welcome to discuss it in seven minutes prior to
the executive session. With no further public comment Mayor Dunwell reviewed the
process for paying bills.
Payment of Bills & Claims:
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Councilman Seiss made a motion to make the director’s report a part of the
minutes. Councilwoman Grossman seconded the motion, all were in favor.
Councilman Seiss made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all bills
authorized by the director. Councilwoman Grossman seconded the motion. Roll call:
Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Seiss and Singleton. Nays: none. Absent: Schwar
Councilman Seiss made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all salaries
and wages approved by the director, Councilwoman Grossman seconded. Roll call: Ayes;
Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Seiss and Singleton. Nays: none. Absent: Schwar.

Old Business: No old business to report.
New Business: Councilman Pettinelli asked what the process is for starting the
community with an indoor pool. Mayor Dunwell advised present the concept at a budget
meeting, and speak with the engineer, think about location. Councilman Pettinelli further
asked who reached out to get the consent for the pricing bid extension. Councilwoman
Grossman said that she reached out.
Executive Session:
Councilman Pettinelli made a motion to approve the following resolution to go
back into executive session for 60 minutes for contractual, litigation, and
personnel. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Grossman, all were in favor.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.
1.
2.
3.
4.

The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s).
The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or
Contractual,
It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when
it is no longer a matter of confidentiality.
Action may or may not be taken after executive session.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that
the public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately 1 hour(s), 0 minutes, allowing for
a seven (7) minutes recess between the regular session and the executive session.

Return to Regular Session:
Motion made by Councilman Seiss to return to the regular session, motion
seconded by Councilman Pettinelli, all were in favor.

Adjournment:
Seeing no further business to come before Council, motion made by Councilman
Singleton to adjourn this meeting at 9:46 PM, motion seconded by Councilman Pettinelli,
all were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Donna L. Messina
Acting Borough Clerk
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