Mayor Dunwell called the Meeting of the Common Council of the Borough of
Alpha to order at 7:00 P.M. on July 25, 2017.
Mayor Dunwell announced that adequate notice of the meeting was given and
posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building satisfying the requirements of the
Open Public Meetings Act:
NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this
meeting has been given. On January 1st, 2017, the Municipal Clerk delivered to the Star
Gazette/Express-Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building a
notice containing the date, time, and place of this meeting of the Alpha Borough Council.
Also said notice has been mailed to persons requesting the same.
Mayor Dunwell led the prayer and flag salute.
Roll Call:

Present, Councilman Cartabona, Councilwoman Grossman, Councilman

Guerrera, and Councilman Schwar.
Absent: Councilman Pettinelli and Councilman Seiss.

Public Comment:
Joey Fiore, Morris Street, inquired about why two members of Council were not
present tonight.
Lisa Vanwache, *address inaudible*, stated that LMR had a member out last
meeting, and to consider that while making a vote tonight.
Charles Bodogh, East Central Avenue, inquired about when the dead tree on 1st
Avenue was going to be cut down.
Ed Mason, East Blvd, advised that two consecutive Sundays the dump was not
open.
John Schmidt, Schley Avenue, advised that he has been billed for 60,000 gallons
of water. He also inquired about what happened with the Hobson and Schley Avenue
stop sign issue.
Leo Pursell, High Street, inquired about the amount of the pool costs and how that
money will be spent. He also advised that part of the sidewalk is cut off on High Street,
and asked if it was going to stay that way.
John D’Angelo, Springtown Road, inquired about whether or not the soccer fields
were ready to go yet. He also inquired about removing the curbs on the basketball courts.
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Mike Savary, Park Avenue, inquired if we have a date for the water softener to be
up and running. He also inquired if the four way stop by the school has ever had a traffic
study.
Lisa LaCaruba, Springtown Rd, inquired about who will act as the Mayor while
he is away. She also inquired about the HOMA Lane Project. Lastly, Ms. LaCaruba
inquired about the Borough having an acting clerk.

Ordinances

Motion made by Councilman Schwar to introduce Ordinance 2017-8, motion
seconded by Councilman Cartabona. Roll Call: Ayes: Cartabona, Grossman, Guerrera,
and Schwar. Nays: none.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-8
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 284 –
PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, that the following amendments shall
be and are herewith enacted to Chapter 284 – PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS of the Code of the Borough of Alpha:

***
§ 284-7 Fees.
***
C.
Any person wishing to reserve the park pavilion must apply for a permit after February 1st of the current
year and shall pay a flat fee of $50 to the Borough of Alpha.

Resolutions
Motion made by Councilman Schwar to approve Resolution 2017-110, motion
seconded by Councilwoman Grossman. Roll Call: Ayes: Cartabona, Grossman, Guerrera,
and Schwar.
RESOLUTION 2017 - 110
RESOLUTION APPOINTING ALTERNATE INSURANCE FUND COMMISSIONER
BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State
of New Jersey that Mayor Craig S. Dunwell is hereby appointed to the position of Alternate Insurance Fund
Commissioner to the Public Alliance Insurance Coverage Fund for the remainder of the calendar year 2017.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, CFO and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign
any related documentation and directed to forward a copy of this resolution to Michael Schwar, Fund
Commissioner; Helen Marino, Deputy Clerk; and the Public Alliance Insurance Coverage Fund.

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve Resolution 2017-111, motion
seconded by Councilwoman Grossman. Roll Call: Ayes: Cartabona, Grossman, Guerrera,
and Schwar.
RESOLUTION 2017-111
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of
Warren, State of New Jersey that Todd Pantuso is appointed to fill the vacancy in and act as the
Office of Emergency Management Coordinator for the Borough for the balance of the unexpired
term through December 31, 2019, at an annual salary of $2019, to be prorated for the balance of
2017.

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve Resolution 2017-112, motion
seconded by Councilman Schwar. Roll Call: Ayes: Cartabona, Grossman, Guerrera, and
Schwar.
RESOLUTION 2017-112
APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY 911 COORDINATOR
FOR THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA

WHEREAS, the position of Deputy 911 Coordinator is vacant within the Borough of Alpha; and
WHEREAS, the term of the vacant office shall be that allowed by law and runs through the end
of 2019.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Alpha
hereby appoints Todd Pantuso as Deputy 911 Coordinator for the balance of the term through the end of
2019.

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to table Resolution 2017-113, motion
seconded by Councilwoman Grossman, all were in favor.
RESOLUTION 2017-113
RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT
FOR SWIMMING POOL RECONSTRUCTION AND REHABILITATION
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha have determined that the municipal
swimming pool and pump house building are in need of reconstruction and renovations; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha, through the Borough Engineer,
have openly and publicly solicited bids (now, a second time) for such reconstruction contract for said pool
work, pursuant to New Jersey law; and
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha has, this second time, received the lowest responsible bid
from Ray Palmer Associates, Inc. of Dover, New Jersey, based on the recommendation of the Borough
Engineer.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha,
County of Warren, State of New Jersey that the said contract for the contemplated work –reconstruction of
the municipal swimming pool and renovations to the pump house building – is hereby awarded to Ray
Palmer Associates, Inc. of Dover, New Jersey, having submitted a bid, Alternate Bid #1, of $277,600.00 for
said work, upon written certification of funds by the Borough CFO.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Clerk, Borough Attorney, and/or Borough
Engineer are authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the contract.

Councilwoman Grossman gave a detailed explanation on how the money will be
spent on rehabilitating the pool. She explained that in February there were two bids, one
was for the pool house (which received no bids), and the other was for the work that
needed to be done for the pool (which received two bids). She stated that the lowest
bidder was $720,000. Councilwoman Grossman explained that before they put this
project out to bid, they should have done some of the volunteer work to check the
condition of the pool. She stated that once they got to working on the pool, they came
across the following: the electric is operational, the plumbing works, the interior is in
excellent condition with minor cracks, and one skimmer has a minor leak. She also
stated that volunteers could help to reduce the cost of fixing up the pump house.
To show the breakdown in costs for the rehabilitation, Councilwoman Grossman
made a spread sheet to show building costs versus pool cost. She stated that she would
bring volunteers in to help with cosmetic work. Councilwoman Grossman also went on
to explain that she would like to see the building open from April-October to offer more
than just a pool building. She explained some ideas such as making one of the rooms into
an arcade and making it into a club instead of just a pool. Also, to avoid a tax increase,
she had the idea of having businesses sponsor the pool.
Councilwoman Grossman stated what the final bids were. The material only bid
came in at $120,640.00 and the equipment/installation bid came in at $277,000.00.
Councilwoman Grossman stated that to open the pool (which includes the parking lot,
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pool, pump house and building) would be estimated at a “not to exceed” price of
$639,156.00.
Councilwoman Grossman also stated that if it is decided to demolish the pool, it
will still cost close to $203,000.00 to update the building.
At this time, Councilwoman Grossman listed off a bunch of cost saving ways to
make the bid prices lower by sprucing up areas already there, such as fencing.
Councilman Cartabona asked the engineer if we still have 60 days to award a
contract from the bid opening date.
Councilwoman Grossman and Councilman Cartabona thanked everyone for
coming to the meeting tonight and the volunteers for all of their help.
At this time, Mayor Dunwell opened up discussion for the public on this topic.
Jodie Smith, 5th Avenue, stated that she would like for Council to remember how
the residents voted for the pool. She also stated that she thinks the pool would be great
for the children and even the adults in town.
Leo Pursell, High Street, inquired about the bid amount and if we are going to go
out to bid again.
Joey Fiore, Morris Street, inquired about the operating costs of the pool and if
John Dolak was still interested in donating to the pool.
Lloyd Best, Dewey Avenue, expressed how much he would love to see the pool
open for everyone in the borough.
John Schmidt, Schley Avenue, asked if this is tabled until the September 11th
meeting, will it be tabled again if not all members of Council are present.
Kim Guerrera, Williams Street, asked how many times this can be tabled.
Mike Savary, Park Avenue, asked about moving forward on fixing the building if
the pool doesn’t open.
Audra Frank, weighed in and stated that she is supposed to meet with contractors
about getting the roof on the pool building done.
John D’Angelo, Springtown Road, inquired about operating and membership
costs. He also stated that AYAA community services could help with the pool.
At this time, Mayor Dunwell closed the open discussion on the pool topic.
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Motion made by Councilman Schwar to approve Resolution 117-114, motion
seconded by Councilwoman Grossman.

Roll Call: Ayes; Councilman Cartabona,

Councilwoman Grossman, Councilman Guerrera, and Councilman Schwar.
RESOLUTION 2017-115
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO EXECUTE
THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE INVENTORY (ROSI) FOR GREEN ACRES
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of Warren, State of New
Jersey formally recognizes that certain Borough properties are part of an inventory kept on record with the
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Green Acres Program; and
WHEREAS, the Borough has an ongoing project with the Green Acres Program, which requires a
certification from the Borough to the Borough’s Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI) on file with
the Green Acres Program.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha,
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that the Honorable Craig S. Dunwell, Mayor, is hereby authorized
to execute the ROSI, certifying the said inventory as referenced above to the Green Acres Program as part
of the project number 2102-07-010, entitled “Alpha Borough Open Space”.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha, County of
Warren, State of New Jersey, that the Mayor, Council President, and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign
any and all documents required by the Green Acres Program or others in connection with the purchase of
open space from Brian Properties.

Department Reports:

Administration, Councilman Guerrera: Councilman Guerrera stated that he had
no report. In closing, Councilman Guerrera signed all bills, salaries and wages for his
department.

Finance, Councilman Schwar: Councilman Schwar reported that the bills are
substantially higher this month. He stated that out of $1.1 million dollars, over a million
of it is for the Alpha School Board and the County for quarterly taxes. Councilman
Schwar stated that there are a few bills he questioned on the bill list such as #474, #475,
#476, #477, and #478. He stated that they are bills for the South Warren Municipal
Alliance that we aren’t paying. He stated that they are checks that we are writing and
collecting money from other municipalities. In closing, Councilman Schwar approved all
bills, salaries and wages for his department.
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Health & Welfare, Councilman Pettinelli: Councilman Schwar reported on
Councilman Pettinelli’s behalf. He had no report, but stated that he will sign his bills.

Public Property, Councilwoman Grossman: Councilwoman Grossman stated that
she had no report. In closing, Councilwoman Grossman approved all bills, salaries and
wages for her department.

Public Safety, Councilman Thomas Seiss: Councilman Schwar reported on
Councilman Seiss’s behalf. He reported that there was a handicap application for a
resident on 5th Avenue, but it needs a resolution to be approved.

Public Works, Councilman Louis Cartabona: Councilman Cartabona reported
that he is interested in making sure that the sodium hydroxide is removed so that we can
start the plant back up. Mayor Dunwell stated that we have received a quote, and we
were just waiting for a credit application that has to be done by the CFO. In closing,
Councilman Cartabona approved all bills, salaries and wages for his department.

At this time, Councilman Schwar stated that Councilman Pettinelli has one bill, so
he approved his bills, salaries and wages. He also stated that Councilman Seiss had no
bills, but he approved his salaries and wages.

Professionals & Official Reports:
Mayor, Craig S. Dunwell: Mayor Dunwell reported that previously Councilman
Pettinelli had questioned his Verizon telephone records due to them not showing the call
detail. He stated that he has the records now if anyone would like to view them. Mayor
Dunwell also reported that he received a call from the Arc of Warren County, (who owns
the group home on Pohatcong Street) stating that they wanted to put up a shed with a
waiver of permit fees. Mayor Dunwell asked for a motion to waive the fees. No motion
was made. Moving on, Mayor Dunwell reported that he attended a meeting with NJ DEP
regarding the landfill disruption permit for solid waste management. He stated that NJ
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DEP said that we may go with a closure between 78 and the railroad tracks instead of a
landfill disruption permit. Mayor Dunwell also reported that he received a call from a
resident who filled his swimming pool and doesn’t want to pay sewer for it since the
water didn’t go into the sanitary sewer. Mayor Dunwell advised residents that the only
way to avoid paying sewer in instances like this, is to have a second water meter
installed. At this time, Mayor Dunwell requested 55 minutes in executive session for
contractual and litigation.
Police Department, Chief Robert Stettner: Chief Stettner had no report.
Councilman Cartabona inquired about National Night Out and Chief Stettner verified that
it is this upcoming Tuesday. Mayor Dunwell asked where it was being held this year,
and Chief Stettner stated that it will be held at Shapell Park from 5-7pm.
Engineer, Frank J. Seney: Mr. Seney referred everyone to the latest July report,
previously handed out. Mayor Dunwell inquired about the increase gas tax and funding
within the state, and whether or not the amount of aid money for roads was going to
increase. Mr. Seney stated that it was going to be doubled. Councilman Schwar inquired
with Council about submitting for the 32 parcels. Specifically, from the southern end of
5th Avenue and North Boulevard to West Boulevard. Mayor Dunwell asked Mr. Seney if
it was his recommendation that we apply for either one or both of the previously
submitted applications.

Code Enforcement, Thomas Fey: Mr. Fey stated that he had previously forwarded
his report to Councilman Guerrera.

Second Public Comment:
Mike Savary, Park Avenue, inquired about handicap spots. He asked if just
anyone can park in any handicap spot. He also inquired about how often the soccer
teams practice.
At this time, Councilman Cartabona requested 5 minutes in executive session for
contractual.
Tom Fey, East Boulevard, inquired about how many votes you need to pass an
ordinance.
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Payment of Bills & Claims:
Councilman Cartabona made a motion to make the director’s report a part of the
minutes. Councilwoman Grossman seconded the motion, all were in favor.
Councilman Cartabona made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all bills
authorized by the director. Councilman Schwar seconded the motion. Roll call: Ayes;
Cartabona, Grossman, Guerrera, and Schwar. Nays: none.
Councilman Schwar made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all salaries
and wages approved by the director, Councilwoman Grossman seconded. Roll call: Ayes;
Cartabona, Grossman, Guerrera, and Schwar. Nays: none.
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New Business:
Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve Pavilion Permit without
alcohol for David Newell: August 6th, seconded by Councilwoman Grossman. Roll Call;
Ayes: Cartabona, Grossman, Guerrera, and Schwar.

Executive Session:
Councilman Schwar made a motion to approve the following resolution to go
back into executive session for 60 minutes for contractual, litigation, and/or
personnel. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Grossman, all were in favor.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.
1.
2.
3.
4.

The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s).
The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or
Contractual,
It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when
it is no longer a matter of confidentiality.
Action may or may not be taken after executive session.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that
the public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately 1 hour(s), allowing for a five (5)
minute recess between the regular session and the executive session.

Return to Regular Session:
Motion made by Councilman Schwar to return to the regular session, motion
seconded by Councilman Cartabona, all were in favor.
Motion made by Councilman Schwar to authorize the mayor to sign a contract to
provide to the Borough a C2 sewer collection systems for Water Resource Management,
motion seconded by Councilwoman Grossman, all were in favor.
Motion made by Councilman Schwar to authorize the mayor to sign the Public
Alliance Insurance Coverage fund, return of $3,520.00 for fund years 1997-2010, motion
seconded by Councilman Cartabona, all were in favor.
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Adjournment:
Seeing no further business to come before Council, motion made by Councilman
Schwar to adjourn this meeting at 10:24 PM, motion seconded by Councilwoman
Grossman, all were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Helen Marino
Deputy Clerk
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