Council President Pettinelli called the Meeting of the Common Council of the
Borough of Alpha to order at 7:00 P.M. on August 8, 2018.
Council President Pettinelli announced that adequate notice of the meeting was
given and posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building satisfying the
requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act:
NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this
meeting has been given. On January 1st, 2017, the Municipal Clerk delivered to the Star
Gazette/Express-Times and posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building a
notice containing the date, time, and place of this meeting of the Alpha Borough Council.
Also said notice has been mailed to persons requesting the same.
Council President Pettinelli led the prayer and flag salute.
Roll Call:

Present, Councilman Cartabona, Councilwoman Grossman, Councilman

Pettinelli, Councilman Schwar, and Councilman Seiss.
Absent: Mayor Dunwell and Councilman Guerrera.

Public Comment:
Jack Frank, Third Avenue, asked if any Council members have been to LMR
early morning. Councilman Pettinelli and Councilwoman Grossman both stated that they
have been there. Mr. Frank stated that their health and welfare are in jeopardy.
Maryann Frank, Third Avenue, advised that she has been taking pictures of the
activity at LMR in the middle of the night. She also expressed her concern for her health
due to the spillage turning into dust and breathing it in.
Bob Christian, 6th Avenue, advised Council that after construction had been done
on his street, he has a slope on his property and he can only utilize half of his driveway.
Frank Seney advised him that we will need to have it surveyed.
Lisa LaCaruba, Springtown Road, asked if Alpha has a board of health, and
requested that we should have one. She also inquired about who the affirmative acting
clerk is. Ms. LaCaruba asked why we did not advertise for the municipal clerk position.
She also inquired about Council’s raises’. Ms. LaCaruba also expressed how she would
like to be on the library board. She also inquired about OPRA requests and the lack of
municipal clerk. Lastly, Ms. LaCaruba asked how Alpha residents would be alerted if
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there were an emergency in Alpha. Councilman Seiss advised that CodeRed would alert
residents in case of an emergency.
Joey Fiore, Morris Street, asked if we could do a test for CodeRed. He also stated
that two of the gas stations in the borough look like junkyards and asked if anything can
be done about it.

Resolutions:
Motion made by Councilman Schwar to approve Resolution 2017-116, motion
seconded by Councilwoman Grossman. Roll Call: Ayes; Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar,
and Seiss. Nays; Cartabona.
RESOLUTION 2017-116
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER
FOR THE BOROUGH OF ALPHA

WHEREAS, a vacancy was created in the position of Borough of Alpha Animal Control Officer
by the passing of Mr. Vincent Catalli, who served the Borough honorably in said position.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Alpha,
County of Warren, State of New Jersey that Thomas Deacon is hereby appointed to serve the Borough as
its Animal Control Officer at an annual salary of $6,429.00, to be prorated from today, August 8, 2017
through December 31, 2017.

Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to approve Resolution 2017-117, motion
seconded by Councilman Schwar. Roll Call: Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli,
Schwar, and Seiss. Nays; none.
RESOLUTION 2017-117
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACE
WHEREAS, the Borough of Alpha has received a request from Kathryn Daniels of 1183 Fifth
Avenue in the Borough of Alpha for a handicapped parking space in front of her house at said address and
the Borough has determined that a handicapped parking space is warranted; and
WHEREAS, Borough Ordinance §116-42, along with N.J.S.A. 39:4-197.6, permits the Borough
to establish a handicapped parking space in front of a resident’s home provided the balance of the said
ordinance’s requirements are met.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Alpha,
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that a handicapped parking space be established on the public
street in front of and within the boundary lines of 1183 Fifth Avenue in the Borough of Alpha (on that same
side of the street) at the request of resident Kathryn Daniels.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Clerk, Borough Engineer, Borough Attorney,
and/or Police Chief are authorized to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the establishment of
said handicapped parking space.

Motion made by Councilwoman Grossman to table Resolution 2017-118, motion
seconded by Councilman Cartabona. Roll Call: Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli,
Schwar, and Seiss. Nays; none.
RESOLUTION 2017-118
RESOLUTION OF THE ALPHA BOROUGH COUNCIL
APPROVING THE RENEWAL OF LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE PERIOD
AUGUST 7, 2017-JUNE 30, 2018 FOR HOPS & BARLEY LLC
WHEREAS, the liquor license noted below require approval for the period August 7, 2017-June
30, 2018;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Borough
of Alpha that the following liquor license be and hereby is approved for the period stated:
License No.

License

2102-33-001-011 HOPS & BARLEY LLC

License Type
Plenary Retail Consumption

Department Reports:

Administration, Councilman Guerrera: Councilwoman Grossman reported on
Councilman Guerrera’s behalf. She reported on the code enforcement officer’s report
stating that DPW cleaned up two different properties in the borough which had liens for
$3,000.00. Also, he issued two new summons for water shut offs. The code enforcement
officer is also following up on two other properties for grass. In closing, Councilwoman
Grossman did not see any bills for his department, but did approve all salaries and wages.
Councilman Pettinelli stated that Councilman Guerrera had quotes for the website
and asked if the deputy clerk could advertise that the meeting for September 12th will be
at 6:30 to go over this information.

Finance, Councilman Schwar: Councilman Schwar reported that the CFO will be
out until Sunday for vacation. He also reported that the finance clerk’s hours will differ
tomorrow. She will be in until 10 a.m. and then back in at 2 p.m. Councilman Schwar
also reported that he spoke with the tax collector, and we should have a budget rate
within the next few days and then tax bills will go out next week. He also reported that
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after speaking with the CFO and the tax collector, they will be getting everyone’s job
duties from other departments.

In closing, Councilman Schwar approved all bills,

salaries and wages for his department.

Health & Welfare, Councilman Pettinelli: Councilman Pettinelli read aloud the
most recent report from the board of health. Some of the complaints listed on the report
were from these areas: Industrial Drive, the corner of Leona and Pearl, the corner of Ellen
and 1st Avenue, 1805 Springtown Road, and 1145 6th Avenue. No other activity was
reported. In closing, Councilman Pettinelli approved all bills, salaries and wages for his
department.

Public Property, Councilwoman Grossman: Councilwoman Grossman reported
that last week there was an increase in vandalism in the borough. She stated that the
tether ball system was wrecked, basketball posts were spray painted red, and stuff was
stolen out of the Benke field shed. In lieu of the vandalism, Councilwoman Grossman
stated that the trail cameras are now running and recording. In closing, Councilwoman
Grossman approved all bills, salaries and wages for her department.

Public Safety, Councilman Thomas Seiss: Councilman Seiss reported that the
Phillipsburg Police has initiated their annual crossing guard training. He also introduced
Todd Pantuso, the borough’s new OEM Coordinator. Councilman Seiss also reported
that the fire chief isn’t here tonight because he is working. In closing, Councilman Seiss
approved all bills, salaries and wages for his department.

Public Works, Councilman Louis Cartabona: Councilman Cartabona reported a
list of the DPW’s recent workload which included chipping, surface work, mowing
soccer fields, filling in sinkholes, and moving lumber at Benke field.

In closing,

Councilman Cartabona approved all bills, salaries and wages for his department.
Councilwoman Grossman inquired about a tree down in Veteran’s Park, and if
DPW was able to get rid of that or not.
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At this time, Councilman Seiss remembered that the crossing guards need to
obtain physicals, and he asked the deputy clerk to send them letters for them to do so. He
also stated that there is a bill on the list for the fire company, which he asked the director
of finance to authorize since he is a member.
Councilman Cartabona advised that the fire inspector came and came across the
pumps at the fuel tank at the salt shed. The fire inspector stated that we needed to have
fire hydrants there and they were never previously installed. He stated that if we fix it
within thirty days we will not get a fine.

Committee Reports:
Councilman Pettinelli asked Council who was on the water/sewer committee.
Councilman Cartabona stated that he was. Councilman Schwar stated that Councilman
Guerrera would be the deputy. Councilman Pettinelli asked if one of them could attend
the meeting next week in Phillipsburg at 6 p.m. on August 15th. Councilman Cartabona
stated that he planned on going.
Councilman Seiss inquired about where we were at with the shared services
police contract.
Councilman Cartabona stated that he received a response from a gas company for
the pool to install a gas line with no cost.

Professionals & Official Reports:

Office of Emergency Management; Todd Pantuso: Mr. Pantuso gave an
introduction of himself to Council.

Engineer, Frank J. Seney: Mr. Seney referred everyone to the latest August
report, previously handed out.
Councilman Schwar inquired about the action item and whether or not we were
going to receive the $3,000.00. He stated that there has been no movement on it since
last year. Councilman Schwar also asked if all of the documents have been submitted for
our reimbursement for the fire house generator.
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Councilman Cartabona inquired about the HOMA Lane drainage project and if
the pipe sizes can be increased.
CFO, Lorraine Rossetti: Councilman Schwar reported on behalf of Mrs. Rossetti.
He reported that she will be giving each director budget requests next month. He wanted
to point out bill numbers #479, #515, #516, #518, #519, #520, and #521 are
reimbursements through the South Warren Municipal Alliance.

Deputy Clerk, Helen Marino: Helen Marino advised that she will be on vacation
from August 11th-August 19th, and returning to work on the 23rd. She also asked her
deputy director if she could request 15 minutes in executive session for personnel.
Councilman Cartabona requested 15 minutes in executive session for personnel.

Second Public Comment:
Lisa LaCaruba, Springtown Road, asked Mr. Seney about his report regarding the
HOMA Lane drain project.

Payment of Bills & Claims:
Councilman Seiss made a motion to make the director’s report a part of the
minutes. Councilman Cartabona seconded the motion, all were in favor.
Councilman Seiss made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all bills
authorized by the director. Councilman Cartabona seconded the motion. Roll call: Ayes;
Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar, and Seiss. Nays: none.
Councilman Schwar made a motion that the CFO be authorized to pay all salaries
and wages approved by the director, Councilwoman Grossman seconded. Roll call: Ayes;
Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar, and Seiss. Nays: none.
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Old Business:
Councilman Cartabona advised that Councilman Guerrera has done some
investigating on the backhoe, which is forty years old. Councilman Cartabona stated that
maybe we can go into a monthly lease for new equipment.
Councilman Cartabona also inquired about extending the fencing to prevent
people from walking on the railroad.
Lastly, Councilman Cartabona stated that he has been working with the JCP&L
liaison, and he is going to get a list from them stating what type of lighting is being used
around the borough.
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New Business:
Motion made by Councilman Schwar to approve Pavilion Permit without alcohol
for Alpha School, requesting waiver of fee: August 19th, seconded by Councilwoman
Grossman. Roll Call: Ayes; Cartabona, Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar, and Seiss. Nays;
none.
Motion made by Councilman Schwar to approve Pavilion Permit with alcohol for
Matthew Beatty: September 2nd, seconded by Councilwoman Grossman. Roll Call;
Ayes: Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar, and Seiss. Nays; Cartabona.
Motion made by Councilman Seiss to approve Pavilion Permit with alcohol for
Phillipsburg Police Department, requesting waiver of fee: September 9th and 10th,
seconded by Councilwoman Grossman. Roll Call; Ayes: Grossman, Pettinelli, Schwar,
and Seiss. Nays; Cartabona.
Motion made by Councilman Schwar to approve the following:
•

Approval of Raffle License #RA-2017-5 for St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church
– 50/50

Motion seconded by Councilwoman Grossman, all were in favor.

Councilman Pettinelli requested that the safe in the clerk’s office always be
locked.

Executive Session:
Councilman Seiss made a motion to approve the following resolution to go back
into executive session for 30 minutes for contractual, litigation, and/or personnel.
Motion seconded by Councilwoman Grossman, all were in favor.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.
1.
2.
3.
4.

The public shall be excluded from discussion(s) of the hereinafter specified subject matter(s).
The general nature of the subject matter(s) to be discussed is: Personnel, Litigation and/or
Contractual,
It is anticipated at this time, that the above stated subject matter(s) will be made public when
it is no longer a matter of confidentiality.
Action may or may not be taken after executive session.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Alpha that
the public shall be excluded from an executive session for approximately 30 minutes, allowing for a five
(5) minute recess between the regular session and the executive session.

Return to Regular Session:
Motion made by Councilman Cartabona to return to the regular session, motion
seconded by Councilwoman Grossman, all were in favor.

Adjournment:
Seeing no further business to come before Council, motion made by Councilman
Schwar to adjourn this meeting at 9:11 PM, motion seconded by Councilwoman
Grossman, all were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Helen Marino
Deputy Clerk
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