May 27, 2020

Online Zoom Meeting

The May 27, 2020 Town of Bethel regular Town Board meeting was called to
order by Supervisor Daniel Sturm at 7:30 p.m. This was our third online video
conference zoom and call-in meeting since the COVID-19 pandemic. Mr. Sturm, Mr.
Cohen, and Mrs. Hendrickson were present at the Bethel Town Hall in separate rooms.
Mrs. Ryder, Mrs. Simpson, and Rita Sheehan were all video conferencing from their
respective homes.
Council members participating:

Vicky Simpson
Lillian Hendrickson
Bernie Cohen
Dawn Ryder

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Sturm’s opening statement: As we begin to open up our community and
economy, I just want to go over some things. We have gone through a challenging time
as have all communities across the country. I just want to state on behalf of the board
and myself, how appreciative we are for all of our town employees who have worked
together for the past few months and kept our operations going. The residents of the
town have also stepped up and have been supportive of all that we have been doing to
keep people safe. Despite the on-going need for safety measures, I think we should
continue to provide some town events that people have enjoyed and relied upon in place
for the summer. Now having said that, let’s begin our meeting.
Correspondence NYS DOT on Speed Limit Reduction John Bishop Road
Letter dated 4/10/2020 from DOT, Edward McAndrew, PE Commissioner in
response to Town of Bethel requesting a reduction of the speed limit on the John Bishop
Road, TR 19. The DOT engineer identified the appropriate speed limit of 40 MPH on the
John Bishop Road. The Town of Bethel will be responsible for signing and new speed
limit signs must be installed in accordance with Title 17B of the NYS official
Compilation of Rules and Regulations.
Motion by Mr. Cohen to receive and file DOT letter dated 4/10/2020 reducing the
speed limit to 40 MPH and instructing the Town of Bethel Highway Department for
proper signing. Seconded by Mrs. Ryder, put to a vote and carried 5-0.
Bethel Lakeside Music
Mr. Sturm stated that the plan currently is to have the Bethel Lakeside Music
again this year, with the proper precautions and restrictions as required. Instead of the
June 25th start date we will be postponing it until Thursday, July 16, 2020. We are trying
to strike a balance between being safe and responsible and also have some events happen
this year. The BLDC is scheduling the musicians.
July 4th Fireworks
Mr. Sturm stated that the fireworks were scheduled for Friday, July 3, 2020 in
Kauneonga Lake. At this point, I see no way to properly control the amount of people,
which is required by law. My suggestion is to postpone the Kauneonga Lake fireworks
for at least a month into August. Maybe Woodstock weekend. The object of the
fireworks is to bring people to the town and show off the town, load up the restaurants,
shops, bars and to celebrate the 4th of July with as many people as you can. So there is no
way to do that by July 3rd safely as scheduled.
Motion by Mrs. Hendrickson to postpone the July 4th fireworks until August 15th.
Seconded by Mrs. Simpson, put to a vote and carried 5-0.
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Kauneonga Lake Farmer’s Market
The Kauneonga Lake Farmers Market will be held this summer beginning on June
27 2020. The market will be on Saturday mornings from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Mall Road.
The BLDC (Chris Cunningham) is coordinating the market this year. Motion by Mrs.
Ryder to close Mall Road during the hours of the Farmers Market. Seconded by Mrs.
Hendrickson, put to a vote and carried 5-0.
,

Yoga
Yoga is still planned for this year on Saturday mornings in Kauneonga Lake, date
and time to be determined.
Clean-Up Day
Town of Bethel Clean-up Days are May 30th and May 31st 2020 from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. both days.
Memorandum from Town Supervisor – rRopening Town Departments
Mr. Sturm read his memo to all Town of Bethel Employees
As of Monday, June 1, 2020 we will be going back to fully staffed Town offices and we
will be opening our doors to the public a week later on June 8th.
As your employer we will continue to monitor the workplace and will be implementing
the following guidelines to help keep our work areas safe and to support you:
-Access to all employees: hand sanitizer, sanitizing, wipes, masks and gloves, and Lysol
spray.
-Large signs with simple instructions will be placed at the entranceway stating “social
distancing must be maintained: and “please wear a mask, and wash your hands often”.
-We will still ask the public to conduct business by email, fax, phone, conference calls,
snail main, or website whenever possible.
-We will provide Sanitizer at the entranceways before entering.
-We have clearly marked the floors in the Town Hall at 6 foot intervals for additional
emphasis on Social distancing requirements.
A glass partition will be added to the Town Clerk office for added protection.
Some of things we expect from you, the employees to implement to keep our workplace
safe:
-If you feel sick, call into your supervisor, and stay home!
-Maintain the 6’ foot Social Distancing.
-Wash your hands often, and for the recommended 20 seconds. (Sing Happy Birthday
Day twice)
-If you cannot comply with the 6’ foot social distancing you may, but are not required to
wear a face mask, or a cloth face covering.
-Be considerate of your co-workers.
-Remember we are here for the public and each other.
Thank You for your patience and cooperation
Welcome back! Daniel Sturm, Town of Bethel Supervisor
Motion by Mrs. Simpson to receive and file Mr. Sturm’s memo. Seconded by Mr.
Cohen put to a vote and carried 5-0.
Adjournment
There being no further items on the agenda, motion by Mrs. Simpson to adjourn
the Town Board meeting. Seconded by Mrs. Ryder, put to a vote and carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,

_______________________
Rita J. Sheehan, Town Clerk

