TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON
6101 THIRTEENTH STREET
MAYS LANDING, NJ
MARCH 2, 2015
The regular meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of
Hamilton, Atlantic County, New Jersey was held on the above date with
Mayor Roger Silva presiding. Members present were Amy Gatto, Rodney
Guishard, John Kurtz and Judy Link. Also present were Michael S.
Jacobs, Township Administrator, Joan I. Anderson, Township Clerk,
Robert S. Sandman, Township Solicitor, and Robert J. Smith III,
Township Engineer
The meeting opened with the flag salute followed by the Township
Clerk certifying compliance with the New Jersey Open Public Meetings
Law by posting a notice of the meeting on the bulletin board in the
municipal building, Mays Landing, NJ, and by e-mailing a copy of the
notice along with the agenda of this meeting to the Press of Atlantic
City, Atlantic County Record, Record Journal and Current newspapers,
stating this meeting would take place at 6:30 PM on Monday, March 2,
2015 in the municipal building, Mays Landing, New Jersey.

A moment of silence for private reflection was observed.

There was
confirmations.

no

executive

session

and

no

executive

session

Ms. Gatto moved, seconded by Mr. Guishard, that the following
resolution be adopted.
BE IT RESOLVED that the following items be added to the agenda of
this meeting for consideration and action to be taken thereon tonight.
6.A Insert names of businesses:
(1) Hidden Treasures Boutique, L.L.C. – misc. retail sales at
6024 Main Street.
(2) Laroche Commercial Helicopter Pilot – home office at 2 Hilltop
Circle.
6.O Acknowledgment of $1500.00 JIF 2014 Safety Incentive Award.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALLMEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY”, AND

NO

Early public comment on agenda items not listed for public hearing:
Jennie Ayres, a former member of the HPC said she was pleased to
see the Ordinance back on the agenda for open, honest review; it is
probably the most reviewed Ordinance in the Township; it has been
reviewed at the HPC level, twice at the Planning Board, sent to
Trenton for review, and back to the Township Committee; and she hoped
the Committee would pass the Ordinance and move forward.
Cheryl Fetty said several years of research and time went into
writing the Ordinance at no cost to the Township; HPC Members studied
State and Federal Guidelines as well as other Certified Local
Government ordinances; the benefit of being certified is the
availability of grant money from the State Historic Preservation
Office which will benefit the Historic District; the State approached
the Township HPC and suggested they do this; a lot of the grant money
is loaned with no matching funds required; most of the language
applies to the current District that is already established and is not
proposed to expand; the Historic District and pocket sites have been
on the National Register since 1987; the HPC was formed in 1979 and
has been here for over 30 years.
Stan Weiner said that he would be against anything that is going
to create another hierarchy that gets in the way of development; he
can see the importance of historic preservation of certain sites but
there are five possibly historic homes in the area where he lives that
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should be torn down and the Township could establish criteria for
reconstruction; he would hate to see things slow down to a crawl when
you apply for a permit to do something as simple as putting on a new
roof; and he would like to see a Committee that is advisory to the
Planning Board. Mr. Guishard explained the HPC provides advice and
recommendations to the Planning Board and is advisory to the Planning
Board. Mr. Weiner said that from what he read it would be a much more
powerful than advisory on appropriateness. Mayor Silva explained that
the Solicitor gave a presentation on his investigation of the entire
Ordinance at the last meeting and would speak again tonight after the
last person on the list was heard; and hopefully he will answer all
the questions raised.
Nelson Gaskill asked if the district boundary would be any
different than it is now. Mr. Sandman explained that the zoning has
existed for a long time; it is possible the zoning will expand as
buildings get older and become more historically significant but at
this point it is not probable. Mr. Gaskill said that he was worried
about the bad home sales market; about people that didn’t know they
were moving into a historic home and want to make renovations but it
could be cost prohibitive if they have to put on a special kind of
roof, a certain color paint or a certain kind of woodwork. Mr. Kurtz
explained a process comes with the Certified Local Government Status
that lets both residents and the HPC to apply for grants and residents
that might not have the money would have opportunities to get grants
do their project. Mayor Silva commented on the letter from the State
encouraging people to look at applying for grants; money probably
isn’t available this year but it will definitely be next year.
Mr. Sandman said that he believes there has been a misperception
of what the Ordinance does and is intended to do; the Township already
has a Historic Preservation Ordinance; the Historic District has
already been created; this Ordinance adds eight additional criteria
for a property to qualify for historic designation; it provides a
procedure for someone who wants their property designated as a
landmark and for those who don’t want it; the current ordinance
doesn’t do that; he thinks it provides more protection to people who
own homes that may be historic or be in a historic district; it gives
those who want the designation and those who oppose it the right to
present evidence and testify for or against it at a public hearing
after which the HPC has to submit a report to the Planning Board; the
Planning Board makes a review; a second public hearing is held and
the Planning Board sends its recommendations to the governing body;
the Planning Board never loses control; and the only way for a
property to be added to the list or to expand the District is by an
Ordinance of the governing body. He explained the process for getting
a certificate of appropriateness if your property is designated a
landmark or you live or own property in the Historic Zone and want to
put an addition on. He explained that the Ordinance provides greater
detail on how to get what you want if you are a designated site in a
Pinelands area; it has been in development for 9 years and updates all
the Pinelands regulations; if HPC Chairman believes it is a minor
application with no structural changes to the exterior, he has the
authority to say it doesn’t need a certificate; and that it isn’t much
different than what is on the books now. Mr. Sandman said he reviewed
minutes from 3 or 4 Planning Board meetings and this was addressed
publically in open session at each of those meetings; it was submitted
to the Pinelands and the State Historic Preservation Commission; and
has been wide-open to the public for 9 years. He said that Mr. Sandman
said he thinks the Ordinance is positive in every respect and that
some people have gotten bad information.
Mr. Sartorio said that a lot of what is in the Ordinance are
specific requirements for how the HPC is to operate; it contains
specific language regarding multi-levels for appeals; the Planning
Board went through it thoroughly before sending it to Township
Committee; and the idea is to make sure that the ultimate answer is
the right one.
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Mayor Silva explained the purpose of the discussion tonight was
to be transparent and to get the information out; the current
Ordinance is 4-pages and this is much longer; if it is introduced
there will be a public hearing where the public can ask questions and
state their case. Mr. Kurtz explained the HPC is strictly an advisory
Board; their decisions can be overturned or reversed by the Planning
Board or the Zoning Official; he has worked on the Ordinance since
2008; and he thinks it’s time to move forward with it. Mr. Guishard
said the Township Committee and residents who have an appreciation for
history and think it will help the Township put a lot of hard work and
time into it. He explained that this modifies the current Ordinance
which didn’t pass state requirements. He said he had some concerns and
asked if the Committee intended to go forward with the Ordinance as it
is. Ms. Gatto said the concerns should be addressed before the
Ordinance is introduced. Mr. Guishard explained his concerns about the
cost for Administration of the Ordinance. Ms. Gatto said the Historic
District has already been documented. Mr. Guishard referred to the
provision that expansion of the District “shall not proceed if 51% of
the property owners object” suggested it should read that “it shall
not proceed unless 51% of the property owners are in favor of it”. Ms.
Gatto suggested it was because of an assumption of acceptance unless
somebody objects. Mr. Sandman explained it is consistent with what he
saw in other Ordinances and it switches the burden of proof to the
other side if the HPC believes a District that wasn’t previously
designated is worthy of being designated. Ms. Gatto suggested the
Committee decide whether or not they want to change it before it is
introduced. Mr. Guishard read “G” on page 3 and said it appeared that
some wording being left out; he expressed concern about the length of
time it could take a property owner to get a Certificate of
Appropriateness
approval.
Mr.
Sandman
explained
that
if
the
application doesn’t require Planning Board action or site plan
approval or it doesn’t affect density or use, it starts with the HPC
and they can decide whether it does or doesn’t need a Certificate of
Appropriateness; if it does, it goes to the Planning Board for their
decision; if it is a Planning or Zoning Board application, they send
it to the HPC for advice, it is done concurrently and doesn’t cause a
delay. Mr. Guishard said the definition of “Emergencies” included what
could be done and suggested it be kept to a definition of “Emergency”.
He questioned the meaning of “in Kind” on page 6. Ms. Gatto explained
it meant you have to replace it with the same as what was there rather
than something new She cited Bank of America’s replacement of the
spindles with ones that were not the same as the originals as an
example. Mr. Guishard expressed concern about the 45-day time period
from when the application is deemed complete if the HPC asked for
additional information and suggested language to the effect that the
request for additional information would not delay the 45-day period.
Mr. Sandman explained that would not be a material change if the
Ordinance is introduced tonight. Mr. Sartorio explained they are given
a check list and if everything on the check list is submitted to the
Zoning Board they deem it complete and then send it to the HPC. Mr.
Kurtz explained that if the HPC wants something additional they allow
the applicant to drop it off to the HPC Secretary and give approval
contingent on that happening. Mr. Guishard questioned the requirement
for a cultural resource study for development in a Pinelands Village
or Major development. Mr. Sartorio explained the Pinelands Village
zoning only applies to Mizpah and major development applies to
subdivisions of 10 or more lots; that the whole section directly out
of the Pinelands regulations and required by Pinelands. Ms. Gatto
explained the language is required for the Township to have Certified
Local Government designation but there is no Pinelands Village in the
current Historic District. Mr. Guishard asked if Clause 10 on page 15
requiring a Certificate of appropriateness for existing signs in the
Historic District was really necessary. Mr. Sandman said he believes
that if you have an existing sign, it is grandfathered in; it doesn’t
significantly alter the sign provisions in the ordinance; and he
recommended that it be removed prior to introduction. Mr. Guishard
commented on the property owners having to bear the costs associated
with the Ordinance. Ms. Gatto said there has always been a cost
associated with it and if you buy an historic home you should be
prepared to treat it as an historic home. Mr. Guishard commented on
hearing of people having moved in and not being aware of the Historic
3
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District Ordinance and he requested that the local realtors be sent
letters asking them to be sure property owners or potential owners
moving into the District are aware that there are certain requirements
associated with it. Mr. Kurtz explained a flier was given to realtors
years ago and addressing it in another manner is being discussed right
now. Mrs. Link asked about people who inherit a house and don’t have
the money to fix it. Mr. Kurtz explained that is where the grant money
would come in; when they come to the Zoning Office for a permit they
are advised it is in the Historic District and that they have to see
the HPC. Mrs. Link questioned how someone would find out what colors
are
appropriate
for
their
building
and
what
structures
are
appropriate. Ms. Gatto said there is a guide. Mrs. Link said she
thinks there should be more remuneration, abatement of taxes or
something like that for people who go through this process; that
people have told her it is an ordeal; and that there has to be some
way to compensate them if city government is asking them to partake in
the historic nature. Mrs. Link commented on people not knowing what is
required; being subject to fines; or not doing anything because of
fear of fines; their property value going up and higher taxes when
they make it historic; and she questioned what the Assessor does with
it. Mr. Sartorio explained that one of the things the Post Sandy Grant
Steering Committee that Mrs. Link is on is looking at declaring the
Historic District as an area in need of rehabilitation; if that is
done it will give the Committee the option for 5-year tax abatement
for people who make significant improvements to their property to offset the costs Mrs. Link is talking about. Ms. Gatto commented on not
seeing said she just wanted to be sure this isn’t changing the
designated District. Mr. Kurtz explained a map was attached to the
Ordinance when it is sent to the State and they confirmed the
District and Pocket Sites. Mr. Sartorio explained it is memorialized
in another section of the Developmental Ordinance with the Zoning
Maps. Mr. Sandman said that if the Ordinance is introduced tonight it
is not intended to and shall not affect Ordinance #1238-96 that lists
all properties within the District and the pocket sites outside of the
district. Ms. Gatto said she thought Mr. Guishard’s proposed changes
aren’t unreasonable and make it a more solid Ordinance. She said she
thinks it is important to have standards; she doesn’t think it
unreasonable that you have to pay for it if you buy an historic house
in a Historic District and want to make changes to it.
Stan Weiner commented there being no financial reward in spending
hundreds of thousands of dollars to fix a dilapidated property if the
rental value remains the same; some things are fixable for a price but
not from a business standpoint; and there should be an ability to raze
a property and replace it with something new. Mr. Weiner said the
Committee has a responsibility to do what is right all the way around.
Mr. Kurtz explained there is a process for that to be done.
Nelson Gaskill asked what pocket sites are. Mr. Sandman explained
they are the historic sites that aren’t within the District and they
are designated by block and lot number in the 1996 Ordinance. Mr.
Gaskill questioned the 51% requirement if
the HPC wanted to expand
the District. Mr. Guishard explained 51% of the affected property
owners would have to be against it to prevent the expansion.
Cheryl Fetty said the HPC is only concerned with the exterior;
they don’t go to the owner, it is up to the owner to come to them; and
the HPC doesn’t tell the owner how much to spend. She said there is no
way that the HPC made anyone spend $60,000.00; she would like to know
who it is; and rumors about the HPC are unfair.
A woman named Lisa asked if there is a flow chart that could be
part of the Ordinance. Mr. Sartorio said it is part of the
application itself. Mr. Sandman explained that the Ordinance says when
a Certificate of appropriateness is require, when it isn’t and step by
step how to get it. The woman asked if the Ordinance should be in her
deed as a deed restriction. Mr. Kurtz said that isn’t required in this
Township. Lisa asked about signs, Mr. Kurtz explained there is a
pamphlet on signs and fencing. Ms. Gatto said there are very good
people in Planning, Zoning and Construction who would guide the woman
through the process.
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Ms. Gatto and Mr. Sandman summarized the changes agreed upon.
Mr. Sandman and Mr. Sartorio will put the Ordinance in final form with
the changes and typographical error corrections and get it to the
Township Clerk for publication
Mr. Kurtz moved,
resolution be Adopted.

second

by

Mr.

Guishard,

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that Ordinance #1785-2015 does not affect the
designation of the Historic District and Pocket Sites delineated in
Ordinance #1238-1996 adopted in May of 1996; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ordinance #1785-2015 be and is hereby
introduced and passed on first reading and the Township Clerk is
authorized to advertise same in the March 18, 2015 issue of the
Atlantic County Record for a public hearing thereon to be held in the
municipal building, Mays Landing, NJ at 6:30 PM on Monday, April 6,
2015 6:30 PM.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL
”ABSTAIN” ON ROLL CALL VOTE.

MEMBERS

VOTING

“YES”,

NO

”NO”

AND

NO

TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON
ATLANTIC COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE # 1785-2015
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 203 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
HAMILTON REGARDING ESTABLISHMENT OF A HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION AND PROVISIONS FOR THE DESIGNATION, PRESERVATION AND
REGULATION OF HISTORIC LANDMARKS AND HISTORIC DISTRICTS WITHIN THE
TOWNSHIP.
WHEREAS, the historical cultural, architectural, archaeological, economic and social
heritage of the Township of Hamilton is entrusted from generation to generation,
enriched and then passed on; and
WHEREAS, the members of the Township of Hamilton Committee believe that the
character and quality of life of the citizen of Township of Hamilton depends in great
measure upon the preservation of this rich heritage; and
WHEREAS, in order to perform this preservation, the members of the Township of
Hamilton Committee wish to identify and protect certain resources located within the
Township; and
WHEREAS, the members of the Township of Hamilton Committee believe that the
creation of an “Historic Preservation Commission,” and the establishment of certain
regulations governing the designation, establishment, preservation and regulation of
Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts within Township of Hamilton will greatly assist
in achieving this goal. And will serve to enhance the general welfare of the citizens of
Township of Hamilton.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of
Hamilton, in the County of Atlantic and State of New Jersey, as that Chapter 203, Land
Use and Development, of the Code of the Township of Hamilton shall be amended as
follows:
Section 1. Delete existing Section 203-10, Historic Preservation Commission, in its
entirety and replace it with the following:
§203-10 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION.
A. Establishment – There is hereby established within the Township of Hamilton an
“Historic Preservation Commission,” whose members shall serve without
compensation.
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B. Responsibilities - The Historic Preservation Commission shall have the following
duties and responsibilities:
1) To identify, record and maintain a survey of all building, structures, sites, objects,
improvements and districts of historical significance within the Township.
2) To recommend to the Township Committee the designation of buildings,
structures, sites, objects or improvements as Historic Landmarks, and to
recommend the designation of Historic Districts.
3) To monitor and recommend to the Township Committee any buildings, structures,
sites, objects, improvements or districts for inclusion in the New Jersey or
National Register of Historic Places.
4) To make recommendations to the Planning Board on the historic preservation
plan element of the Master Plan and on the implications for preservation of
Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts of any other Master Plan elements. The
Commission may provide information to the Planning Board indicating the location
and significance of Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts, and identify the
standards used to assess worthiness for Historic Landmark or Historic District
designation.
5) To advise the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment on applications for
development pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-110.
6) To provide written reports pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-111 on the application of
the Zoning Ordinance provisions concerning historic preservation to proposed
construction.
7) To review and render determinations regarding applications for Certificates of
Appropriateness when so authorized by the Planning Board as set forth in §203211.A.3.
8) To advise the Planning Board on the inclusion of Historic Landmarks and Historic
Districts in the recommended capital improvement program.
9) To monitor and recommend to the Township Committee the submission of any
grants related to historic preservation.
10) To carry out such other advisory, educational and informational functions as will
promote historic preservation in the Township.
C.

Membership
1) Appointment – The Commission shall consist of seven (7) regular members and
no more than two (2) alternate members, who shall be appointed by the Township
Committee. Of the regular members a total of at least one less than a majority
shall be of Classes A and B. At the time of appointment, members shall be
designated by the following classes:
a) Class A – A person who is knowledgeable in building design and construction
or architectural history and who may reside outside the municipality; and,
b) Class B – A person who is knowledgeable in, or who has demonstrated an
interest in, local history and who may reside outside the municipality; and,
c) Class C – Citizens of the municipality who shall hold no other municipal office,
position or employment except for membership on the Planning Board or
Zoning Board of Adjustment. Class C members should have at a minimum a
demonstrated interest in history, historic preservation or a related field.
Alternate members shall meet the qualifications of Class C members. At the
time of appointment, alternate members shall be designated as “Alternate No.
1” and “Alternate No. 2”.
2) Terms. The terms of the members first appointed under this ordinance shall be so
determined that to the greatest practicable extent the expiration of the terms shall
be distributed, in the case of regular members, evenly over the first four years
after their appointment, and in the case of alternate members, evenly over the first
two years after their appointment; provided that the initial term of a regular
member shall not exceed four years and that the initial term of an alternate
member shall not exceed two years. Thereafter, the term of a regular member
shall be four years; the term of an alternate member shall be two years.
Notwithstanding any other provision herein, the term of any member common to
the Historic Preservation Commission and the Planning Board shall be for the
term of membership on the Planning Board; and the term of any member common
to the Historic Preservation Commission and the Zoning Board of Adjustment
shall be for the term of membership on the Zoning Board of Adjustment.
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The full membership of the Historic Preservation Commission shall be appointed
within sixty (60) days from the effective date of this Ordinance. A vacancy
occurring for reasons other than the expiration of a term shall be filled for the
remainder of the unexpired term within sixty (60) days of occurrence.
3) Role of Alternates. The alternate members may participate in all Commission
discussions during proceedings but may not vote except in the absence or
disqualification of a regular member. A vote shall not be delayed in order that a
regular member may vote instead of an alternate member. In the event that a
choice must be made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1
shall vote.
4) Officers. Annually, the Commission shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman
from its members and select a recording secretary who may or may not be a
member of the Commission or a municipal employee.
D. Budget. The governing body shall make provision in its budget and appropriate
funds for the expenses of the Historic Preservation Commission. The Commission
may employ, contract for and fix the compensation of experts and other staff as it
shall deem necessary. The commission shall obtain its legal counsel from the
municipal attorney at the rate of compensation determined by the governing body,
unless the governing body by appropriation provides for separate legal counsel for
the Commission. Expenditures pursuant to this Subparagraph shall not exceed,
exclusive of gifts or grants, the amount appropriated by Township Committee for the
Commission’s use.
E. Finances. The Township Committee shall establish by Ordinance reasonable fees
necessary to cover the expenses of administration and professional services to aid
the Commission in its review of applications and development reviews. These fees
are in addition to any other required under any portion of this or any other applicable
Township Ordinance.
F. Rules of Commission.
1) The Commission shall adopt written rules for the transaction of its business and
for the consideration of applications for Certificates of Appropriateness and for the
designation of Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts. Such rules shall not be
inconsistent with the provisions of the Ordinance and shall include, but not be
limited to, rules pertaining to all notices and hearings required herein.
2) In order to make available to the public information useful to the preservation and
protection of Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts and to provide the basis for
consistency of policy, the Commission Secretary shall maintain complete files and
records. The commission’s files shall include, but are not limited to, data used in
the classification of building, structures, sites, objects, improvements and districts,
minutes of Commission meetings, applications for Certificates of Appropriateness
along with collateral data, decisions and appeals associated therewith and
information, materials and references submitted to the public related to historic
preservation. A record of Commission proceedings shall be kept and made
available upon request and pursuant to Open Public Records Act, but a formal
verbatim record shall not be required.
3) The Commission Secretary shall keep minutes and records of all meetings and
proceedings including voting records, attendance, resolutions, reports, findings,
determinations, decisions and applications, which shall be public documents. All
meetings shall be noticed and conducted in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6, et seq. Copies of all minutes shall be maintained
in the Municipal Building and shall be delivered to the Township Clerk.
4) Copies of records shall be made available to municipal bodies, agencies, and
officials for their use. When the Planning Board or the Zoning Board of
Adjustment refers an application to the Historic Preservation Commission, then
the referring Board shall receive a copy of the Commission’s Report.
5) The Zoning Office shall maintain and display an up-to-date map showing the
boundaries of all areas designated as Historic Districts, as well as the locations of
all Historic Landmarks.
6) No member of the Commission shall be permitted to act on any matter in which he
or she has, either directly or indirectly, any personal or financial interest. Unless a
member resides or owns property within 200 feet of property which is the subject
of an application, mere ownership or residence in a designated Historic District
7
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7) and/or ownership of a designated Historic Landmark or a non-designated property
shall not be deemed a personal or financial interest.
8) Unless authorized to issue Certificates of Appropriateness pursuant to §203211.A.3, any decision of the Historic Commission will be reviewed by the Planning
Board and either adopted or modified.
G. Removal. A member of the Commission may, after a public hearing if he requests it,
be removed by the governing body for cause.
H. Meetings; Quorum.
1) The Historic Preservation Commission shall establish and post in the Municipal
Building a regular schedule of meetings, which shall include a minimum of one
meeting per month. Regular meetings shall be held as scheduled unless
canceled for lack of a quorum, lack of applications to process of for other good
reason(s), which shall be noted in the minutes. Additional special meetings may
be called by the Chairman or Vice Chairman, or on the request of any two of its
members, when the regular meetings are inadequate to meet the needs of its
business, to handle emergencies or to meet time constraints imposed by law.
2) The Historic Preservation Commission shall hold hearings to review all
applications for Certificates of Appropriateness, referrals of development
applications and other business which comes before the Commission.
3) The presence of four members, which may include alternate members filling the
vacancies of regular members, shall constitute a quorum. A majority vote of
those present and voting shall prevail, and shall be sufficient to grant or deny a
Certificate of Appropriateness. Not less than a majority of the appointed
membership shall be required to recommend the designation or change of an
Historic Landmark or Historic District designation or to render a decision on
applications for demolition.
I. Designation of Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts.
1) Survey. The Commission shall maintain a comprehensive survey of the
Township of Hamilton to identify Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts that are
worthy of protection and preservation.
2) Criteria for Designation. The criteria for evaluating and designating Historic
Landmarks and Historic Districts shall be guided by the National Register Criteria.
The Commission or any person may recommend designation of Historic
Landmarks or Historic Districts that are in accordance with the National Register
Criteria or that possesses one or more of the following attributes:
a) Character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage or
cultural characteristics of the Township, State or Nation; or
b) Association with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history; or
c) Association with the lives of person significant in our past; or
d) Embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method
of construction, architecture, or engineering; or
e) Identification with the work of a builder, designer, artist, architect or
landscape architect whose work has influenced the development of the
Township, State, or Nation; or
f) Embodiment of elements of design, detail, material or craftsmanship that
render an improvement architecturally significant or structurally innovative;
or
g) Unique location or singular physical characteristics that make a district or
landmark an established or familiar visual feature; or
h) Ability or potential ability to yield information important in prehistory or
history.
3) Procedures for Designation.
a) Persons wishing to make a nomination shall contact the Commission
Secretary regarding consideration of a proposed Historic Landmark or
Historic District. The Commission may also initiate the designation of an
Historic Landmark or Historic District. The Commission will schedule a
hearing to review the proposed Historic Landmark or Historic District.
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b) A nomination to propose an Historic Landmark shall include the following
information which addresses the criteria for designation as set forth
herein:
i) A photograph, preferable black and white, of the proposed landmark;
and
ii) A copy of the municipal tax map showing the property on which the
proposed landmark is located; and
iii) A physical description of the proposed landmark; and
iv) A statement of significance, referencing applicable National Register
criteria.
c) A nomination to propose an Historic District shall include the following
information which addresses the criteria for designation as set forth
herein:
i)

A building-by-building inventory of all properties within the district; and

ii) A photograph, preferable black and white, of all properties within the
district; and
iii) A copy of the municipal tax map of the district showing boundaries;
and
iv) A physical description of the proposed district; and
v) A statement of significance, referencing applicable National Register
criteria.
d) Following receipt of a nomination to propose an Historic Landmark or
Historic District, the Commission shall schedule a public hearing on the
proposed designation.
e) At least ten (10) days prior to the public hearing, the Commission shall, by
personal service or certified mail perform the following:
i.Notify the owner(s) of record of a property that has been proposed for
Historic Landmark designation, or the owner(s) of record all properties
located within a district that has been proposed for Historic District
designation, that the property or district, as applicable, is being
considered for such designation and the reasons therefore;
ii.Advise the owner(s) of record of the significance and consequences of
such designation, and of the rights of the owner(s) of record to contest
such designation under the provisions of this Ordinance;
iii.Notify the owner(s) of record of the date, time and location of the
hearing concerning the proposed designation of the property or district;
and
iv.Serve any further notices as may be required under the provisions of
the Municipal Land Use Law.
f) At least ten (10) days prior to the public hearing, the Commission shall
also cause public notice of the hearing to be published in the official
newspaper of the Township.
g) At least ten (10) days prior to the public hearing, a copy of the nomination
report shall also be made available for public inspection in the Municipal
Offices of the Township.
h) At the public hearing scheduled in accordance with this Ordinance, the
Commission shall review the nomination report and accompanying
documents. Interested persons shall be given the opportunity to be heard
and to comment on the proposed nomination for designation.
i) Designation of an Historic District shall not proceed over the written
objection of fifty-one percent (51%) of the property owners, (as certified by
the Township Clerk) in accordance with the procedural guidelines set forth
by the National Register of Historic Places.
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j) If the proposed nomination is approved by the Commission, then the
Commission shall forward a report concerning the proposed Historic
Landmark or Historic District to the Planning Board, which shall contain a
statement of the Commission’s recommendations and the reasons
therefore. Township Committee action on designating an Historic
Landmark or an Historic District shall then be otherwise subject to those
procedures and statutes which apply to a change of a zoning designation
and the adoption, revision or amendment of any development regulation.
k) All other requirements of the Municipal Land Use Law and the NJ
Pinelands Comprehensive Management Plan, if applicable, regarding
adoption of development regulations shall be followed.
l) Upon adoption of an Ordinance by the Township Committee designating
an Historic Landmark or an Historic District, the said designation shall
supplement, rather than supersede, the existing zoning district in which
the affected Historic Landmark or Historic District is located. At that time,
the designation list and map shall be incorporated into the Master Plan
and Zoning Ordinance of the Township as required by the Municipal Land
Use Law. Designated properties shall also be noted as such on the
records for those properties as maintained by the Planning and Zoning
offices, as well as the offices of the Construction Official, the Township
Tax Assessor and the Township Clerk.
m) Amendments to Historic Landmark or Historic District designations may be
made in the same manner as they were adopted in accordance with the
provisions of this Ordinance.
Section 2. Delete existing Article XVIII Sections 203-208 thru 203-216, Historic District
Site Plan Review, in its entirety and inserting the following:
ARTICLE XVIII HISTORIC DISTRICT
203-208. Purpose.
The purpose of this Article is to effectuate and accomplish the protection, enhancement
and perpetuation of historic building, structures, sites, objects, improvements and
districts within the Township of Hamilton, to implement the historic preservation element
of the Township’s Master Plan, and to advance the following public purposes:
A. To safeguard the heritage of Township of Hamilton by preserving the resource within
the Township which reflect elements of its historical significance;
B. To identify, designate, and regulate Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts in
order to preserve their historical significance;
C. To encourage the continued use of Historic Landmarks and Historic District and to
facilitate their appropriate use or reuse;
D. To maintain and develop an appropriate and harmonious setting for Historic
Landmarks and Historic Districts within the Township of Hamilton;
E. To foster civic pride in the history and architecture of Township of Hamilton;
F. To promote appreciation of Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts for the
education, pleasure and welfare of the local population;
G. To encourage beautification and private reinvestment in Historic Landmarks and
Historic Districts, and surrounding properties;
H. To manage change of Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts by encouraging
sensitive alteration and/or new construction;
I. To discourage the unnecessary demolition of historic resources;
J. To recognize the importance of Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts by urging
property owners and tenants to maintain their properties in keeping with the
requirements and standards of the Ordinance;
K. To encourage the proper maintenance and preservation of historic settings and
landscapes.
203-209. Definitions.
As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated and shall
supplement or supersede the definitions in §203-18:
10
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Application – Shall mean a request to the Historic Preservation Commission made
pursuant to this Ordinance for the purposes of obtaining a Certificate of
Appropriateness or other action by the Commission hereunder specified.
Commission – For the purpose of this Article shall mean the Historic Preservation
Commission established pursuant to the provisions of this §203-10.
Designated Historic Landmark or Historic District – Shall mean an individual building
structure, site, object, improvement or district which has been determined to have
historical significance pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance.
Emergency - When an Historic Landmark or a key or contributing Historic District
Resource requires immediate repair to preserve its continued habitability and/or the
health and safety of its occupants or others.
Historic – Shall mean having historical, cultural, architectural, archaeological
economic, social or other significance as defined by the provisions of this Ordinance.
Historical – Shall mean of, relating to, or having the character of history.
Historic District – Shall mean a significant concentration, linkage or continuity of
buildings, structures, sites, objects or improvements united historically by plan or
physical development which qualifies for designation under Section (4) of this
Ordinance.
Historic District Resources – Shall mean those resources classified as either key,
contributing or non-contributing, which are defined as follows:
a) “Key” shall mean any buildings, structures, sites, objects or improvements
which, due to their significance, would individually qualify for Historic
Landmark status;
b) “Contributing” shall mean any buildings, structures, sites, objects or
improvements which are integral components either because they date from a
time period which makes them historically significant or because they
represent an architectural type, period or method which is historical
significant; and
c) “Non-contributing” shall mean any building structures, sites, objects or
improvements which due to alterations, disturbances, additions or other
changes, it no longer possesses historic integrity reflecting its character
during the period of significance of the historic district and is incapable of
yielding significant new information.
Historic Landmark – shall mean any building, structure, site, object improvement
which qualifies for designation under Section 4 of this Ordinance
In Kind - Replacing in kind extensively deteriorated or missing parts of features when
there are surviving prototypes. The new work should match the old in material,
design, and texture; and be unobtrusively dated to guide future research and
treatment.
Not recommended: Replacing an entire architectural feature when limited
replacement of deteriorated and missing parts is appropriate; using
replacement material that does not match the historic feature; or, failing to
properly document the new work.
Integrity – Shall mean the ability of a property to convey it’s historical significance
through the retention of original physical features.
Inventory – Shall mean a list of surveyed historic properties determined to meet
criteria of significance specified herein.
Master Plan – Shall mean The Master Plan of the Township of Hamilton, as
amended from time to time, compiled pursuant to the Municipal Land Use Law.
Minor Application – Shall mean any application for a Certificate of Appropriateness
which:
a) Does not involve demolition, relocation or removal of an Historic Landmark
or a contributing resource in an Historic District.
b) Does not involve an addition to an Historic Landmark or a property in an
Historic District or new construction in an Historic District.
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c) Is a request for approval of fences, signs, lighting paving or streetscape
work which, in the opinion of the Chairman of the Commission, will not
substantially affect the characteristics of the Historic Landmark or the Historic
District;
d) Is a request for a field change for a Certificate of Appropriateness permit
which has already been issued and which meets the criteria of Subparagraph
(3) above.
Municipal Land Use Law – Shall mean the Municipal Land Use Law of the State of
New Jersey, P.L. 1975, c. 291 (N.J.S.A) 40:55D-1, et seq.), as amended from time
to time.
National Register Criteria – Shall mean the established criteria for valuating the
eligibility of properties for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places, as set
forth in 36 C.F.R 60.4, et seq.
Noncontributing – A building, site, structure or object that does not add to the historic
architectural qualities, historic associations or archaeological values for which a
property is significant because it was not present during the period of significance;
due to alterations, disturbances, additions or other changes it no longer possesses
historic integrity reflecting its character at that time or is incapable of yielding
important information about the period; or it does not independently meet the
National Register criteria.
Object – Shall be used as a term to distinguish from buildings and structures those
constructions or features that are primarily artistic in nature or are relatively small in
scale and simply constructed. Although it may be, by nature or design, moveable,
an object is associated with a specific setting or environment
Ordinary Maintenance and Repair – Shall mean the repair of any deterioration, wear
or damage to a structure or any part thereof in order to return the same as nearly as
practicable to its condition prior to the occurrence of such deterioration, wear, or
damage with in-kind material and quality workmanship. Shall mean any required
approval issued by the Construction Official pursuant to applicable building or
construction codes for work or improvement(s) to property, or to a building or
structure located thereon.
Person – Shall mean any individuals, natural persons, partnerships, joint ventures,
societies, associations, clubs, trustees, trusts, firms, companies, corporations,
entities or unincorporated groups; or any officers, agents, employees, servants,
factors or any kind of personal representatives of any thereof in any capacity, acting
either for himself or for any other person, under either personal appointment or
pursuant to law. When permitted by contest “person” shall also include the United
States, the State of New Jersey and/or other States, or any political subdivision
thereof, and any foreign country or government.
Preservation – Shall mean the act or process of applying measures necessary to
sustain the existing form, integrity and materials of an Historic Landmark. Work,
including preliminary measures to protect and stabilize the property, generally
focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic materials and features
rather than extensive replacement and new construction.
Protection – Shall mean the act or process of applying measures designed to affect
the physical condition of a property by defending or guarding it from deterioration,
loss or attack, or cover or shield the property from danger or injury.
Reconstruction – Shall mean the act or process of reproducing, by means of new
construction, the form, features and detailing of a non-surviving building, structure,
site, object, improvement or landscape for the purpose of replicating its appearance
at a specific period of time and its historic location when documentary and physical
evidence is available.
Rehabilitation – Shall mean the act or process of returning a property to a state of
utility through repair or alteration which makes possible an efficient contemporary
use while preserving those portions or features of the property which are significant
to its historic values.
Replacement – Shall mean the act or process of replicating any exterior architectural
feature that is used to substitute for an existing deteriorated or extensively damaged
architectural feature.
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Restoration – Shall mean the act or process of accurately recovering the form and
details of a property and its setting as it appeared at a particular period of time. It
may sometimes mean the removal of later work or the replacement of missing earlier
work.
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards – Shall mean the publication issued by the U.S.
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, entitled: “The Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties,” 36 C.F.R 68, issued in
1992 and revised and supplemented from time to time.
Site – Shall mean the location of a significant even, a prehistoric or historic
occupation or activity, a building or structure, or a burial ground or cemetery,
whether standing, ruined or vanished, where the location itself possesses historical,
cultural or archaeological value regardless of the value of any existing structure.
Streetscape – Shall mean the visual character of the street including, but not limited
to, the architecture, building setbacks and height, fences, storefronts, signs, lighting,
parking areas, materials, sidewalks, curbing and landscaping.
Survey – Shall mean the inventory of building, structures, sites, objects,
improvements and districts located within the Township of Hamilton which is
conducted by the Commission for the ascertainment of their historical significance
pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance.
Survey Data – Shall mean the raw data produced by the survey; that is, all the
information gathered on each property and area investigated.
View or Vista – Shall mean the view by the public of a building, structure, site,
object, improvement or landscape from any point on a street, road or walkway which
is used as a public thoroughfare, either vehicular and/or pedestrian.

203-210. Referral of development applications involving historic landmarks or historic districts.

A. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-110, the Planning Board and Zoning Board of the
Adjustment of the Township of Hamilton shall refer to the Historic Preservation
Commission every application for development submitted to either Board involving
Historic Landmarks or properties located within Historic Districts. This referral shall
be made when the application is deemed complete or is scheduled for a hearing,
whichever occurs sooner. Failure to refer the application as required shall not
invalidate any hearing or proceeding. The Historic Preservation Commission may
provide its advice on said application, which shall be conveyed through its
delegation of one of its members or staff to testify orally at the hearing on the
application and to explain any written report that the Commission may have
submitted.
B. On all matters referred to the Historic Preservation Commission which require
approval by the Township’s Planning Board or Zoning Board of Adjustment, the
decision of the Commission shall be a recommendation only. In reviewing
applications for development, the Commission may comment on any of the zoning
and land use considerations which are relevant to the application.

203-211. Certificate of Appropriateness.
A. Authority to issue certificates of appropriateness.
1) The Planning Board shall issue all certificates of appropriateness, except as
specified in Subsection A.3 (below).
2) The Board of Adjustment shall issue certificates of appropriateness for those
applications for development which it is otherwise empowered to review, except
as set forth in Subsection A.3 (below).
3) The Planning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment shall have the right to
delegate to the Historic Preservation Commission the issuance of Certificates of
Appropriateness. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Historic
Preservation Commission shall have the right to appeal to the Planning Board.
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B. When Required. A Certificate of Appropriateness permit shall be required before
any work is commenced on any Historic Landmark or within any Historic District,
whether or not a construction or zoning permit is required for such work, including
but not limited to the following:
1) Changing the exterior appearance of any building, structure, site, object or
improvement by addition, reconstruction, alteration or replacement, including the
replacement of windows and doors, except for the activities described in
Paragraph C below.
2) Demolition of any building structure, site, object or improvement.
3) Relocation of a principal or accessory building, structure, site, object or
improvement.
4) Any addition to or new construction of a principal or accessory building,
structure, site, object or improvement.
5) Any change of exterior color.
6) Development not otherwise exempted from review pursuant to 203-9A(2) of
Article I of this chapter where a significant resource has been identified pursuant
to Section 203-211.E.4.b.
C. When Not Required.
1) A Certificate of Appropriateness permit shall not be required if, in the opinion of
the Commission, the work contemplated constitutes “ordinary maintenance and
repair” as defined by this Ordinance. In such cases, and if a permit is required
for the proposed work, the Commission shall promptly notify the Zoning Official
that a Certificate of Appropriateness is not required as a prerequisite to the
issuance of the permit.
2) Changes to the interior of existing structures.
3) Repair and replacement work to noncontributing buildings within an historic
district which shall include the following:
a)

Exterior painting

b) The replacement of glass in any window or door.
c) The installation and replacement of any window or door in the same opening
without altering the dimensions or framing of the original opening. This shall
include garage doors, storm windows and storm doors. Any new door or
window shall be of the same type and operation as the existing.
d) Repair of any nonstructural member such as a railing
e) The repair of existing roofing material with like material
f) The repair of any part of a porch or stoop which does not structurally support a
roof above.
g) The replacement or installation of screens.
h) The replacement of exterior rain gutters, downspouts and leaders.
i) The repair or replacement of any exterior trim, decoration or moldings.
D. Procedures.
1) Except for the circumstances described in Subparagraphs C(1) and C(2) above,
no work shall be performed on any Historic Landmark or on any building,
structure, site, object or improvement located within an Historic District until
either a Certificate of Appropriateness has been issued for such work or until a
determination has been made that no Certificate of Appropriateness is
necessary for such work due to the fact that the proposed work constitutes
“ordinary maintenance and repair” pursuant to Subparagraph C(1) above.
2) All applicants for a Certificate of Appropriateness, or for a determination of nonnecessity pursuant to Subparagraph C(1) above, shall complete an application
form. Application forms shall be made available in the office of the Zoning
Official. Completed applications shall be filed with the Zoning Official, who shall
then forward the application package promptly to the Commission.
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Each application for a Certificate of Appropriateness or for a determination of
non-necessity shall be accompanied by sketches, drawing, photographs,
descriptions or other information to show the proposed alterations, additions,
changes or new construction. Applications for demolition shall include current
and historical photographs of the interior and exterior of the building. The
Commission may require the subsequent submission of such additional
materials as it reasonably requires to make an informed decision. Any such
request shall not affect the time within which the Commission must make a
decision pursuant to Subparagraph D.5) (below). To further assist the
community there is a copy of the Township of Hamilton Historic District
standards guide and a Fencing guide in the Zoning Office at the Township Hall.
3) The Zoning Official shall forward a copy of all permit applications dealing with
Historic Landmarks or Historic Districts to the Commission prior to issuance of
the requested permit, except where the permit relates to the type(s) of work
described in Subparagraphs C(1) and C(2) above.
4) The Commission shall render a decision on each application for a Certificate of
Appropriateness, or for a determination of non-necessity pursuant to
Subparagraph C(1) above, and submit its report to the Zoning Official within
forty-five (45) days of referral of same by the Zoning Official. Nothing herein
shall prohibit an extension of time by mutual agreement of the applicant and the
Commission.
E. Procedures within the Pinelands Area.
1) Certificates of appropriateness shall be required for the following:
a) Construction, encroachment upon, alteration, remodeling, removal,
disturbance or demolition of any resource designated by the Township
Committee or the Pinelands Commission pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:50-6:154 or
any action which renders such a site inaccessible.
2) Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness shall include the information
Specified in N.J.A.C. 7:50-6.156(b).
A cultural resource survey shall accompany all applications for development in a
Pinelands village and all applications for major development in order to
determine whether any significant historic resources exist on the parcel.
Guidelines for this survey are contained in Appendix B of the Cultural Resource
Management Plan, dated April 1991, as amended. In general, the survey shall
include: a statement as to the presence of any properties listed on the National
and/or New Jersey State Registers of Historic Places on the site or within the
area of the projects, potential environmental impacts; a thorough search of
state, local and any other pertinent inventories to identify sites of potential
significance; a review of the literature and consultation with professional a
vocational archaeologists knowledgeable about the area; thorough pedestrian
and natural resources surveys; archaeological testing as necessary to provide
reasonable evidence of the presence or absence of historic resources of
significance; adequate recording of the information gained and methodologies
and sources used; and a list of personnel involved and qualifications of the
person(s) performing the survey.
a) This requirement for a survey may be waived by the local approval agency if:
(1) There is insufficient evidence of significant cultural activity of the project
site, or, in the case of archaeological resources, within the vicinity;
(2) The evidence of cultural activity on the site lacks the potential for
importance because further recording of the available data will not
contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of Pinelands culture;
or
(3) The evidence of cultural activity lacks any potential for significance
pursuant to the standards of Subsection E 2)(b) below.
b) A resource shall be deemed to be significant if it possesses integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association
which reflects its significance in American history, architecture, archaeology
or culture under one or more of the following criteria:
15
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(1) The presence of structures, sites or areas associated with events of
significance to the cultural, political, economic or social history of the
nation, state, local community or the Pinelands.
(2) The presence of structures, sites or areas associated with the lives of
persons or institutions of significance to the cultural political, economic or
social history of the nation, state, local community or the Pinelands.
(3) The presence of structures that represent the work of a master or that
possess high artistic values or that embody the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period or method of construction or that represent a
distinguishable entity of significance to the architectural, cultural, political,
economic or social history of the nation, state, local community or the
pinelands, although its components may lack individual distinction.
(4) The presence of a site or area which has yielded or is likely to yield
significant information regarding the history or archaeological history of the
Pinelands.
3) The following guidelines and standards governing the issuance of Certificate of
Appropriateness permit in N.J.A.C. 7:50-6:156(c) shall be followed:
a) The historical or architectural value and significance of the building and its
relationship to the historic value of the surrounding area.
b) The general compatibility of exterior design, arrangement and materials to be
used.
c) Any other factor, including aesthetic, which it deems pertinent. In approving
or disapproving applications for certificates of appropriateness in the
Pinelands Area, the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Adjustment and/or
Historic Commission shall consider:
(1) The extent of the alteration, destruction or removal of the distinctive or
architectural features of the designated structure, including consideration
of the harmony of materials, details, height, mass, proportion, rhythm,
scale, setback, shape, street accessories and workmanship.
(2) The relationship of the designated site to the surrounding land and natural
features.
(3) The degree to which the proposed work would appropriately or
inappropriately isolate the designated structures or area from their
historical or architectural surroundings.
(4) The degree to which the proposed work is compatible with the original
design concept of the structure or with the general characteristics of that
era.
(5) The degree to which the proposed building materials are compatible with
the aesthetic and structural appearance of the designated structure of
area, including the texture, style, color of the materials and the proposed
combination of materials such as brick, stone, concrete, shingle, wood or
stucco.
(6) If the proposed work involves a designated archaeological site, the degree
to which the proposed work avoids or disturbs the designated site or
complies with the rules of the Department of the Interior governing the
recovery of archaeological data, 36 CFR 66 et seq.
(7) If the proposed work involves the demolition of a designated structure, the
degree to which the applicant has explored preservation options, such as
the sale of the structure to an individual or group interested in preserving
the right structure.
(8) The degree to which the proposed work is in conformity with the
Department of the Interior’s Standards for Historic Preservation Projects,
36 CFR 67 et seq. and Township of Hamilton HPC Design Guidelines.
d) The effect of the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness is as follows:
(1) All subsequent development approval shall be issued or denied in a
manner consistent with the Certificate of Appropriateness except as
provided in Subsection E(3)(d)(2) below.
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(2) A Certificate of Appropriateness issued as a result of the cultural resource
survey requirement set forth in Subsection E above shall be effective for
two years. If the resource is not designated by the Pinelands Commission
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:50-6:154 or by the governing body pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq. within that two-year period, the historic resource
standards of this section shall no longer apply to the resource in question
until such time as the Pinelands Commission designates the resource
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:50-6:154.
4) The following information will be required to document resources which are not
found to be significant but which are otherwise found to present graphic
evidence of a cultural activity.
a) A narrative description of the resource and its cultural environment.
b) Photographic documentation to record the exterior appearance of buildings,
structures and engineering resources.
c) A site plan depicting in correct scale the location of all buildings, structures
and engineering resources.
d) A New Jersey State inventory form as published by the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection for buildings and a narrative
description of any process or technology, if necessary, to elaborate upon the
photographic record.
5) If archaeological data is discovered on a site at any time after construction has
been commenced, the developer shall immediately cease construction, notify
the Planning Board and the Pinelands Commission and take all reasonable
steps to protect the archaeological data in accordance with the Guidelines for
the Recovery of Scientific, Prehistoric, Historic and Archaeological Data:
Procedures for Notification, Reporting and Data Recover (36 CFR 66).
F. Informational Meetings.
1) Persons considering action that requires a Certificate of Appropriateness are
encouraged to request an informal “Informational Meeting” with the Commission
and/or its Chairman prior to submitting a formal application for a Certificate of
Appropriateness or for a determination of non-necessity pursuant to
Subparagraph 203-211.C. Requests for such information meetings can be
made to the Commission Secretary. The Commission and/or its Chairman shall
hold such informational meetings within thirty (30) days of receipt of such
request. The purpose of an informational meeting is to review the design issues
and standards of appropriateness and the procedures for obtaining a Certificate
of Appropriateness or a determination of non-necessity pursuant to
Subparagraph 203-211.C.
G. Application Review.
1) The Commission shall hold a hearing on all applications for Certificates of
Appropriateness. No hearing shall be required in order for the Commission to
render a determination of non-necessity pursuant to Subparagraph C above.
2) Prior to holding a hearing on an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness,
the Commission shall, in addition to complying with the requirements of the
Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6, et seq., notify the applicant in writing
prior to the hearing by mail setting forth the time, date and place of the hearing.
3) An applicant for a Certificate of Appropriateness permit shall be required to
appear or to be represented at the hearing in order for the Commission to
consider the application for a Certificate of Appropriateness, and the
Commission will deny without prejudice and allow the applicant to reappear
before the HPC at a later date.
4) At the hearing, the Commission shall allow all persons the opportunity to be
heard concerning the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the
proposed work.
5) After conducting the hearing, the Commission shall render a determination on
the completeness of the application. All determinations regarding the issuance
of a Certificate of Appropriateness shall be in writing with an explanation of the
reasons for the decision, and shall be delivered promptly to the Planning Board,
unless the Commission is authorized to issue Certificates of Appropriateness
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pursuant to Section 203-211.A.3 in which case it shall be delivered to the Zoning
Official. A Certificate of Appropriateness shall be granted if it is found that the
application is appropriate to the Historic Landmark or Historic District and in
conformity with the standards and criteria set forth in this Ordinance. A
Certificate of Appropriateness may be subject to certain conditions(s), which
shall be set forth in detail in the written decision. A Certificate of
Appropriateness shall be denied if the application is found to be inappropriate to
the Historic Landmark or Historic District and/or not in conformity with the said
standards and criteria. Denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness shall be
deemed to prohibit the applicant from undertaking the work applied for, and shall
preclude the issuance of any required permit for said work.
6) Failure to render a written determination to the Zoning Official within the fortyfive (45) day period referenced in Subsection D(5) shall be deemed to constitute
a determination in favor of the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness for
the proposed work and without conditions. In the event that the applicant has
consented to an extension of time to consider the application, the Zoning Official
shall be notified of said extension and no Certificate of Appropriateness or
permit shall be issued of the proposed work until a determination has been
rendered during the extension period.
7) Appeals from determinations of the Zoning Official in accordance with the report
issued by the Planning Board or the Historic Preservation Commission if so
authorized pursuant to Section 203-211.A.3 may be made by the applicant to
the Zoning Board of Adjustment. Nothing herein shall be deemed to limit the
right of judicial review of the action after an appeal in concluded by the Zoning
Board of Adjustment. The appellant shall pay all costs for copies of any
transcript(s) required for appeal. If, in the case of an appeal made pursuant to
this Subparagraph, the Zoning Board of Adjustment determines there is an error
in any order, requirement, decision or refusal made by the Zoning Official
pursuant to a determination rendered by the Planning Board or Historic
Preservation Commission, the Zoning Board of Adjustment shall, in writing,
include the reasons for its determination in the findings of its decision thereon.
8) The owner shall post the Certificate of Appropriateness on a conspicuous spot
on the exterior of the designated property visible to the general public during the
entire process of work.
9) When a Certificate of Appropriateness has been issued, the Zoning Official or
his appointee shall, from time to time, inspect the work approved by such
Certificate and shall regularly report to the Commission the results of such
inspections, listing all work inspected and reporting any work not in accordance
with such Certificate.
10) A Certificate of Appropriateness shall be valid for a period of two (2) years from
date of issue unless reasonable extensions are requested by the applicant.
11) The performance of unauthorized activities shall be deemed to be a violation of
this Chapter and may subject the responsible parties to sanctions imposed
hereunder.
H. Minor Applications.
1) The Chairman of the Historic Preservation Commission, or other designated
member(s) of the Commission acting on the Chairman’s behalf, may review
applications for minor work (“minor applications”) without holding a hearing. If
the Chairman finds the application appropriate, he/she may act in place of the
full Commission without the necessity of a public hearing and is authorized to
issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to the Zoning Official for said minor work.
2) The Zoning Official shall then authorize the applicant to proceed and issue any
required permit associated therewith. If the Chairman does not find the
application appropriate, the application shall be scheduled for a public hearing
before the full Commission.
I. Emergency Procedures.
1) When an Historic Landmark or a key or contributing Historic District Resource
requires immediate repair to preserve its continued habitability and/or the health
and safety of its occupants or others, limited emergency repairs may be
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performed in accordance with applicable construction codes immediately upon
consultation with the HPC Chair and approval of the Construction Official, who
shall certify that a bona fide emergency of the type referenced herein exists,
without first obtaining a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Commission.
Under such circumstances, the limited repairs performed shall be only such as
are necessary to preserve the continued habitability of the building or structure
and/or the health and safety of its occupants or others. Where feasible,
temporary measures to prevent further damage shall be used, provided these
measures are reversible without damage to the building or structure.
2) Simultaneously with the commencement of the emergency work, the property
owner shall make a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness from the
Commission memorializing the approval for said emergency work. This request
shall be made through the Zoning Official pursuant to the procedures set forth in
Paragraph D above.
3) It should be noted that the procedures outlined in this Section should be strictly
limited to those circumstances which, in the opinion of the construction Official,
rise to the level of a bona fide emergency of the type referenced above. No
work in addition to the emergency repairs shall be performed until an
appropriate request for approval has been granted by the Zoning Official and
Historic Preservation Commission pursuant to the procedures set forth in
Paragraph G above.
J. Requirement of Obtaining Certificates of Appropriateness for Government Actions.
1) It is recognized that the intent and purposes of this Ordinance would not be fully
served if the municipality and other governmental agencies were to control the
actions of others but fail to apply similar constraints to itself. The Township of
Hamilton, when it plans to undertake any work on any municipally owned
Historic Landmark or on any municipally owned property in an Historic District,
may submit such plans to the Historic Preservation Commission and shall
receive an advisory report on the appropriateness of those plans before
undertaking the work.
2) In those circumstances where the Township cannot require compliance, as in
certain cases involving the County, State, and Federal governments, the
Township most strongly urges the voluntary cooperation of such agencies in
seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness and hereby authorizes the Commission
to consider such requests and applications. This does not relieve the property
owner from complying with applicable State and Federal regulations regarding
historic preservation.
203-212. STANDARDS AND CRITERIA
A. The purpose of this Section is to provide uniform standards and criteria for the
regulation of Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts for use by the Historic
Preservation Commission. All projects requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness
and all applications for development on Historic Landmarks or in Historic Districts
shall be governed by the principles of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation (as contained within the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties) and by the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring & Reconstructing Historic Buildings.
B. In reviewing applications for Certificates of Appropriateness, the Historic
Preservation Commission may consider the site, design, arrangement, texture,
details, scale, shape, materials, finish and relationship to streetscape and/or
landscape of the proposed work and the relationship of those characteristics to the
historical significance of the Historic Landmark or Historic District.
C. In reviewing applications for Certificates of Appropriateness, the Historic
Preservation Commission shall not consider use, zoning requirements for setbacks,
density, height limitations or lot coverage as these matters fall within the purview of
the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment.
D. In considering development application referrals from the Planning Board and/or
Zoning Board of Adjustment, the Historic Preservation Commission may consider
use, zoning requirements for setbacks, density, height limitations and lot coverage in
rendering its advice to the appropriate Board.
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E. Criteria for Review. In its review of Historic Landmarks or properties located within
Historic Districts, the Commission shall give consideration to certain criteria,
including but not limited to the following:
1) The historic character of the landscape or streetscape.
2) The historical character of a building, structure, site, object, improvement or
district and its relationship to property of the surrounding area.
3) The general compatibility of the proposed use to the historical value of the
surrounding area.
4) The general compatibility of the exterior design, arrangement, texture and
materials proposed to be used with the historical value of the surrounding area.
In carrying out its review under these guidelines, the following criteria shall be
utilized:
a)

All exterior elevations, including the roof, must be maintained and new
construction must be compatible with existing structures, districts and
surrounding areas.
b) In kind or similarly compatible building materials must be utilized.
F. Exterior lighting and painting requirements for public or commercial buildings
1) The painting or repainting of a public or commercial building in an historic area
designated on Zoning Map 5 (Editor’s Note: Zoning Map 5 is on file in the office
of the Township Clerk, where it may be examined during regular business hours)
shall conform to the color guidelines maintained by the Historic Preservation
Commission as identified in this Ordinance.
2) The exterior lighting for public or commercial building in an historic area
designated on Zoning Map 5 shall conform to the street lighting specifications
shown on Sheet 10 of the Mays Landing Historic Plan or be an approved equal.
3) All lighting shall conform to the requirements as set forth within 203 – 167B.
G. Signs in historic areas.
1) The size, shape and character of the sign shall be in keeping with the historic
character of the landmark, Historic District site or Pinelands designated site on
which the sign is located. The size of the sign shall not exceed the maximum for
the type of sign shown on the following Figure 18-1 and shall otherwise conform
to the provisions of Article XIII, 203 139K(6).
2) The visibility and scale of the sign shall be in keeping with the architectural and
historical character of the surrounding structures and area.
3) The signage for a particular building or shop should be reduced to the fewest
separate panels or statements as possible.
4) Signs on building should not obliterate or obscure the architecture.
5) Obsolete signage from defunct activities shall be removed unless it is an integral
part of the structure’s historic architectural façade.
Figure 18-1
Maximum Commercial Sign Area by Type of Sign Permitted in Historic Areas
Township of Hamilton, New Jersey
Zoning District
Sign Type
VC
GC
DC
HC
NC
Wall Mounted
Flat (sq.ft.)
20
20
50
50
20
Swing arm (sq.ft.)
12
12
16
16
12
Window (percent)
30
30
30
30
30
Pole (sq.ft.)
N.A.
N.A.
100
N.A.
N.A.
Pole swing arm (sq.ft)
6
6
10
10
6
6) Many forms of modern lighting of signs are incompatible with the historical
integrity of a landmark or Historic District site. Such lighting should conform to
the following provisions:
a) Flashing, intermittent or moving-type illumination shall not be permitted.
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b) Backlit fluorescent sign, signs illuminated by neon or other gaseous elements
or materials and all other self-illuminated signs shall not be permitted.
c) Floodlighting shall be so shielded that the source of light shall not be visible
from any point of the lot on which the sign, building or structure being
illuminated is erected and so that only the sign is directly illuminated.
7) Wall signs shall be installed so as to be flush with the exterior wall of the site
unless it enhances the historic properties of the site.
8) Post signs and hanging signs shall be permitted if they enhance the historic
characteristics of the site.
9) A-frame and easel signs shall be permitted, provided that they are decorative in
style and so long as the signs:
a) Are temporary in nature.
b) Do not block public access.
c) Are removed nightly.
10) Interior signs which are intended to be viewed from the outside of the building or
structure shall conform to the requirements of this section, insofar as they are
applicable.
H. Exterior color selection in historic areas.
1) Purpose The intent of this section is to recognize that although color choice is a
matter of intimate preference; there are some colors and methods of application
that are more appropriate to maintain the integrity of designated buildings which
are landmarks or are located within an Historic District.
a) The colors applied to any building should be selected from those that were
available and considered appropriate for the date, type and style of the
building at the time of its design and construction.
b) Those colors, whatever they may be should be applied to the structure to
enhance the design in the manner intended by the original designer, builder
and owners.
2) The applicant shall meet with the Township of Hamilton Historic Preservation
Commission prior to the selection of exterior colors.
203-213. DEMOLITIONS AND RELOCATIONS.
A. In regard to an application to demolish or relocate an Historic Landmark or an
Historic District Resource, the following matter shall be considered:
1) Its current and potential use for those purposes currently permitted by the Zoning
Ordinance or for the use proposed.
2) The probable impact of its removal upon the ambiance of the Historic Landmark
or Historic District.
3) The structural soundness and integrity of the building, structure, site, object or
improvement and the economic feasibility of restoring or rehabilitating same so
as to comply with the requirements of the applicable construction codes.
4) The compelling reason for not retaining the building, structure, site, object or
improvement at its present location, the proximity of the proposed new location
and its accessibility to residents of the municipality, and the probability of
significant damage to the building, structure, site, object or improvement as a
result of the relocation.
5) The compatibility, nature and character of the current and the proposed
surrounding areas as they relate to the intent and purposes of this Ordinance and
whether the proposed new location is visually compatible in accordance with the
standards set forth herein.
B. Procedure.
1) Where Demolition is denied. In the event of a denial of an application for a
Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish an Historic Landmark or a building,
structure, site, object or improvement located in an Historic District, the owner
21

March 2, 2015

shall, nevertheless, as a matter of right, be entitled to raze or demolish same
provided that all of the following requirements have been fully met:
a)

Appeal to Zoning Board of Adjustment. The owner has applied for the
necessary Certificate of Appropriateness and has received notice of denial of
same from the Zoning Official based on the report from the Planning Board or
the Historic Preservation Commission if so authorized and has appealed to
the Zoning Board of Adjustment, which has affirmed such denial.

b) Sale for Fair Market Value. The owner has prior to seeking demolition for a
period of a least one hundred and eighty (180) days (the “offer period”), and
at a price reasonable related to its fair market value, made a bona fide offer to
sell such building, structure, site, object or improvement and the land
pertaining thereto to any person, entity, organization, government or political
subdivision thereof which gives reasonable assurance that it is willing to
preserve the building, structure, site, object or improvement and the land
pertaining thereto.
c) Demolition Notice Posted & Publication. Notice of any proposed demolition
shall be posted on the exterior premises of the building, structure, site, object
or improvement throughout the Notice Period in a location such that it is
clearly readable. In addition, the applicant shall cause to be published in the
official newspaper of the Township a notice setting forth the following:
(1) The applicant’s intent to demolish, including a description of the subject
property (by Black and Lot as well as by physical location) and a
description of the building, structure, site, object or improvement to
demolished; and
(2) The applicant’s proposed use of the property following demolition; and
(3) The anticipated time frame(s) associated with the demolition; and
(4) A statement indicating that the applicant shall consider any and all bona
fide offers to sell the property to any person who wishes to preserve the
building, structure, site, object or improvement; and
(5) The applicant’s name and address, along with a telephone number where
the applicant may be reached during normal business hours by any
interested person who wishes to discuss the proposed demolition and/or
to make an offer to purchase the property as set forth above. The notice
shall be published as follows:
i At least once within the first (10) days of the Notice Period; and
ii At least once within the period of time that is not less than ten (10) nor
more than fifteen (15) days prior to the expiration of the Notice Period;
and
iii At least once each twenty (20) days between the above first and last
notifications.
iv At the conclusion of the Notice Period, if the applicant still wishes to
demolish the subject building, structure, site, object or improvement, it
shall, prior to performing the demolition, perform the following:
v Advise the Commission in writing of its intention to proceed with the
demolition; and
vi Certify in writing to its compliance with the provisions of Subparagraph
(b) above relating to the 180-day “offer period”; and
vii Provide the Commission with a copy of the notice that appeared in the
official newspaper of the Township and a listing of all dates on which
the said notice appeared in the newspaper, and
viii Advise the Commission in writing as to whether any interested persons
submitted an offer or offers to purchase the property, whether during
the 180-day “offer period” or following the newspaper noticing
referenced above, and set forth the terms and conditions relating to
said offer(s) and the results of any negotiations pertaining thereto; and
ix File copies of the affidavits of publication relating to the newspaper
noticing with the Commission.

22

March 2, 2015

d) Notice Period. The period of time during which notice must be given in
manner hereinbefore set forth shall be known as the “Notice Period” which
shall commence on the tenth day following the date of the notice of denial of
the appeal from the Zoning board of Adjustment and such Notice Period shall
run for a period of time of sixty (60) days.
2) Assignment. No assignment of the rights granted by a Certificate of
Appropriateness to demolish shall be permitted.
3) Expiration of Approval.
a)

In cases where demolition is permitted, the Certificate of Appropriateness
shall be valid for one (1) year from the date of Historic Preservation
Commission approval of the application. The one year period shall not be
extended.

b) At the time of issuance of the Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish, the
Zoning Official shall designate the period of time (within the one (1) year
approval period) within which demolition must be completed.
4) Approval After Change of Circumstances. The Commission may at any time
during such Notice Period, if a significant change in circumstances occurs,
approve a Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish, in which event, a permit
from the Zoning Official shall be issued within ten (10) days thereafter.
203-214 ENFORCEMENT.
It shall be the duty of all municipal officials reviewing all permit applications involving
real property or improvements thereon to determine whether such application
involves any activity which should also be the subject of an application for a
Certificate of Appropriateness permit. If it should, the official shall inform both the
Zoning Official and the applicant, as well as the Historic Preservation Commission.
203-216. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.
The Violations and penalties provisions of § 203-218 shall be applicable to any
person undertaking any activity with regard to an Historic Landmark or property
located within an Historic District without first having obtained and posted a
Certificate of Appropriateness as provided in this Chapter.
Section 3. Repealer. All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances of Hamilton Township
heretofore adopted that are inconsistent with any of the terms and provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.
Section 4. Severability. If the provisions of any section, subsection, paragraph,
subdivision or clause of this Ordinance, or other ordinance enacted together with this
Ordinance shall be judged invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment
shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of any section, subsection, paragraph,
subdivision or clause of this Ordinance, and of the ordinances enacted together with this
Ordinance, are hereby declared to be severable.
Section 5. Effective date. This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage, adoption
and publication in the manner prescribed by law.
TOWNSHP COMMITTEE
TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON,
ATLANTIC COUNTY, NJ

ATTEST
____________________________
JOAN I. ANDERSON, R.M.C.
TOWNSHIP CLERK
ROLL CALL: GATTO
GUISHARD
KURTZ
LINK
SILVA

_________________________________
ROGER SILVA, MAYOR

“YES”
“YES”
“YES”
“YES”
“YES”

ORDINANCE NO. 1785-2015 INTRODUCED AND PASSED FIRST READING ON MARCH 2, 2015.
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Tax Abatement PILOT Program for Industrial Park:
Industrial Commission Chairman Gordon Craig explained it is a
5-year abatement program that Mr. Sartorio, Bill Johnson, Mr. Sandman
and the Commission recommend and feel is the best for the Township; it
includes all property in the Industrial Business Park Zone, not just
the Industrial Park. Mr. Sandman explained the Industrial Commission
appointed a subcommittee to evaluate it and their opinion is that, in
today’s market, the Township can’t compete with other municipalities
that do this. He explained how tax abatement works. Mr. Sartorio
explained that 58% of the 600 acres in the Industrial Park are still
undeveloped and 54% of that is still owned by the Township.
Ms. Gatto moved, seconded by Mr. Guishard, that the following
Resolution be adopted.
BE IT RESOLVED that Mr. Sandman and Mr. Sartorio are hereby
authorized to proceed with preparation of the necessary Ordinance to
establish a Tax Abatement (PILOT) Program for the Industrial Business
Park Zone as recommended by the Industrial Commission.
MOTION CARRIED WITH ALL MEMBERS
“ABSTAIN” ON ROLL CALL VOTE.

VOTING

“YES”,

NO

“NO”

AND

NO

Cove & Cove Fees:
Mayor Silva explained someone from North Carolina made OPRA
requests regarding the COVE; one was for copies of all beach badge
applications for the past year; the individual reviewed about 100 and
found a few people had misrepresented their addresses on their
application; the amount of administrative and legal time to produce
all of the documents requested will be horrendous and they can’t be
charged for it; it is believed that it is in the Township’s best
interest to eliminate the applications and set a standard fee for day
and season passes. Mr. Jacobs explained that based on a 4-year review
of beach badges, the break-even point would be $14.00 for seasonal
passes and $9.00 for daily passes.
Ms. Gatto moved, seconded
following resolution be adopted.

by

Mr.

Guishard

Kurtz

that

the

BE IT RESOLVED that authorization is hereby given for preparation
of an Ordinance to amend §225.2 of Chapter 225 of the Code of the
Township of Hamilton entitled Parks and Beaches to eliminate the Beach
Badge Application requirement and establish a standard
Beach Badge
seasonal fee of $14.00 and a standard daily Beach Badge fee of $9.00.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL
“ABSTAIN” ON ROLL CALL VOTE.

MEMBERS

VOTING

“YES”,

NO

“NO”

AND

NO

Consent Agenda Item “B” was acted on separately at the request of
Mr. Guishard. Consent Agenda Items “N” and “O”
were acted on
separately at the request of Mayor Silva.

Ms. Gatto moved, seconded by Mr. Kurtz, that the following
resolution be adopted.
BE IT RESOLVED that the following Business Registration Licenses
are hereby approved:
(1) Hidden Treasures Boutique, L.L.C. – misc. retail sales at 6024
Main Street.
(2) Laroche Commercial Helicopter Pilot – home office at 2 Hilltop
Circle.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY”, AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.
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Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that Raffle License #3-2015 is hereby approved for
St. Vincent DePaul Knights of Columbus arm chair races raffle to be
held on May 2, 2015.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY”, AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.
Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township
of Hamilton has no objection to the NJ Division of Alcoholic Beverage
Control approving and/or issuing a Social Affair Permit to St. Vincent
DePaul Knights of Columbus for a dinner and raffle event to be held on
May 2, 2015 with beer and wine only to be dispensed.
REOLUTION ADOPTED
“ABSTAIN”.

WITH

Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

ALL

MEMBERS

seconded

by

VOTING

Mr.

“AYE”,

Kurtz,

NO

that

“NAY”

the

AND

NO

following

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON,
COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
TO CANCEL 2015 TAXES AND REFUND TAXES PAID
WHEREAS, Block 793 Lot 1 was granted a 100% Totally Disabled Veteran exemption
by the Tax Assessor effective February 20, 2015; and,
WHEREAS, taxes were assessed on this property for first half 2015 which must be
cancelled due to the exemption in the amount of $2,361.60 and taxes that were paid for first
quarter 2015 must be refunded from February 20, 2015 in the amount of $726.40,
WHEREAS, the taxes will be cancelled and refunded as follows:
Block/Lot

Owner

Amount

793/1

Kelusak, Richard

$726.40 to be refunded

793/1

Kelusak, Richard

$2,361.60 to be cancelled

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of
the Township of Hamilton, County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey, that 2015 taxes be cancelled
and the payment received for 2015 taxes be refunded.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY” AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.

Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

that

the

following

RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON,
COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF PAYMENTS RECEIVED
WHEREAS, it appears payments were made on three properties for 2015 taxes in error,
and;
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WHEREAS, one payment was made on an exempt property, one payment was a duplicate of
another paid by a mortgage company and one was intended for court in payment of a fine but
instead was applied to taxes and;
WHEREAS, these payments must be refunded to the person(s) who made payment as
follows:
Block/Lot/Qualf.

Assessed Owner

Refund Amount

1132.03/121/C0121

Semorad, Kathy

$851.15 to Surety Title

716/10
846/5

Clark,V.

$100.00 to owner

Coppolecchia, M.

$1,420.55 to Bank

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of
the Township of Hamilton, County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey, that the amounts that appear
above be refunded.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY”, AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.

Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

second

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

that

the

following

GRANT AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
THE TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON
AND
THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY
BY AND FOR
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
GRANT IDENTIFIER:
GOVERNING BODY RESOLUTION
The Governing Body of the Township of Hamilton desires to further the public interest by
obtaining a grant from the State of New Jersey in the amount of approximately $5000 to fund the
following project:
Repairs and maintenance of side-arm brush cutter used to clear roadside brush.
Therefore the Governing Body resolves that Ingrid Perez or the successor to the office of Special
Projects Manager is authorized (a) to make the application for such a grant, (b) if awarded, to
execute a grant agreement with the State for not less than $5000.00 and not more than $5000.00,
and (c) to execute any amendments thereto which do not increase the Grantee’s obligations.
The Governing Body of the Township of Hamilton authorizes and hereby agrees to match 50%
of the Total Project Amount, in compliance with the match requirements of the agreement. The
availability of the match for such purposes, whether cash, services, or property, is hereby
certified. 50% of the match will be made up of in-kind services (if allowed by grant program
requirements and the agreement).
The Grantee agrees to comply with all applicable federal, State and municipal laws, rules, and
regulations in its performance pursuant to the agreement.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY” AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.
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Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that the 2015 ACMJIF Safety Contract is hereby
approved and the Mayor and Township Clerk are authorized to execute
same on behalf of the Township.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY”, AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.

Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of
Hamilton hereby requests that the list of properties to be demolished
with funding under its 2012 CDBG Program Application be amended to
delete Block 1113 Lot 1, Block 1117 Lot 5, Block 1117 Lots 8 and Lots
9 through 21, and Block 1118 Lot 2 and that Block 611 Lot 7, 6372
Beacon Avenue be inserted in the list of properties to be demolished
under aforesaid 2012 CDBG application.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO ”NAY”, AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.

Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that the Director of Community Development is
hereby authorized to apply to the New Jersey Pinelands Commission for
demolition of 6372 Beacon Avenue (Block 611 Lot 17).
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”,
“ABSTAIN”.

Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

NO “NAY”, AND NO

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that the 2015 Use of Facilities Agreement between
the Township of Hamilton and the Hamilton Township Youth Athletic
Association (HYAA) is hereby approved and the Mayor is authorized to
execute same on behalf of the Township.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY” AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.
Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that the 2015 Use of Facilities Agreement between
the Township of Hamilton and the Mays Landing Athletic Association
(MLAA) is hereby approved and the Mayor is authorized to execute same
on behalf of the Township.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY” AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.
Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that the 2015 Use of Facilities Agreement between
the Township of Hamilton and the Hamilton Elite FC is hereby approved
and the Mayor is authorized to execute same on behalf of the Township.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY” AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.
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Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Ms.

Gatto,

that

the

following

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2015
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 provides that the governing body may, and if any
contracts, commitments or payments to be made before the adoption of the budget,
shall by resolution adopted prior to January 31 of the fiscal year make appropriations to
provide for the period between the beginning of the fiscal year and the adoption of the
budget, and
WHEREAS, after January 31 any appropriation which becomes necessary before
the adoption of the budget, and which has not been included in the Temporary Budget,
must be made by adoption of a resolution amending the Temporary Budget provided for
in N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following appropriations shall
constitute an amendment to the Temporary Budget of the Township of Hamilton,
County of Atlantic:

37‐340‐2
20‐110‐2
20‐165‐2
44‐901

Animal Control O&E
Township Committee O&E
Engineering O&E
Capital Improvement Fund

3,500.00
3,000.00
25,000.00
25,000.00

Total Current Fund
56,500.00
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY” AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.
Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mr.

Kurtz,

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that participation in the South Jersey
Operative 2015 Bid Process for Electricity is hereby authorized.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”,
“ABSTAIN”.

Co-

NO “NAY”, AND NO

Mr. Guishard moved, seconded by Ms. Gatto, that the following
resolution be adopted.
RESOLUTION URGING TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND REAUTHORIZATION
AND INCREASED FUNDING FOR LOCAL TRANSPORTATION
WHEREAS, local officials know that investments I our rapidly deteriorating transportation
infrastructure must be made, since failure to do so can compromise the safety of the public, the
Economic vitality of our communities and the security of our neighborhoods; and
WHERES, the New Jersey Department of Transportation (DOT) reports that New Jersey’s
municipalities are responsible for 64 percent (28,539 center line road miles) of our roads, county
governments are responsible for another 22 percent (6,649 center line road miles) and together,
local governments are responsible for 39 percent of our bridges; and
WHEREAS, local roadways and bridges carry about 55 percent of all of New Jersey’s traffic;
and
WHEREAS, American Society of Civil Engineers reported last year that 651 of the 6,554 bridges
in New Jersey (9.9%) are considered structurally deficient and 1,717 (26.2%) are considered
functionally obsolete and that driving on roads in need of repair costs New Jersey motorists
$3,476 billion a year in extra vehicle repairs and operating costs - $601 per motorist, and that
66% of New Jersey’s roads are in poor or mediocre condition; and

28

March 2, 2015
WHEREAS, in the first year of the Transportation Trust Fund (FY !(*%) Local Aid funding
represented almost 22% of total Transportation Capital funding but over the years the Local Aid
portion was reduced to 16% in FY 1997, 12% in FY 2004 and 15% in FY 2013 so that the
average Local Aid funding over the first 29 years of the Transportation Trust Fund was just
under 15%; and
WHEREAS, the need for investments in local roads and bridges has not decreased since 1985
and no one has suggested that it will decrease in the future; and
WHEREAS, on May 1, New Jersey DOT’s then Commissioner Jim Simpson announced that the
State’s Transportation Trust Fund is just 14 months away from a $620 million deficit,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE UT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Township of Hamilton
(Atlantic County) joins with the New Jersey League of Municipalities in supporting the “Forward
New Jersey” coalition and calls on the New Jersey State Policy Makers to:
1. Reauthorize the Transportation Trust Fund to ensure adequate and reliable funding to
meet State and Local transportation infrastructure funding needs for the next 10 years.
2. Increase Local Aid funding to ensure adequate funding to meet all local transportation
infrastructure needs; and
3. Increase the municipal share of Local Aid Funding and ensure fair funding for all
municipalities; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that given the extent of the local infrastructure, and given the
need for strong and steady investment in that infrastructure, we call for assurances that Local
Aid will represent at a minimum 25% of annual Transportation Capital spending and for
adjustments in funding to account for the effects of inflation; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to Governor
Chris Christie, Commissioner of Transportation Jamie Fox, our State Senator Jim Whelan, our
two Representatives in the General Assembly Chris Brown and Vincent Mazzeo, and to the
New Jersey League of Municipalities.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY” AND NO
“ABSTAIN”.

Ms. Gatto moved, seconded by Mr. Guishard, that the following
resolution be adopted subject to the deletion of Item #40 on the In
Rem Schedule, Certificate #13-00079, owner of record Goodwill Church,
Block 373 Lot 1.
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HAMILTON, COUNTY
OF ATLANTIC, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE
INSTITUTION OF AN IN REM TAX FORECLOSURE
WHEREAS,
the Tax Collector of the Township of Hamilton has
prepared an In Rem tax foreclosure list and has certified the
same to the governing body; and

is the desire of the Mayor and Township
Committee of the Township of Hamilton to institute In Rem tax
foreclosure proceedings against the properties which were set
forth in the list attached hereto; and
WHEREAS,

it

it is not only in the best interest of the
Township to institute said proceedings, but also is a duty of
the governing body; and
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS, the institution of said In Rem proceeding will
result in revenue to the Township of Hamilton either by a
redemption of the subject properties or their foreclosure and
resale by the Township of Hamilton.
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NOW,

THEREFORE,

BE

IT

by the Mayor and Township
Hamilton, County of Atlantic,

RESOLVED

Committee of the Township of
State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.
That the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township
of Hamilton do hereby authorize the institution of In Rem tax
foreclosure proceedings in regard to the properties set forth in
the list attached hereto.
2.
That a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded
to the Tax Collector
of the Township of
Hamilton
and the
attorney for the Township of Hamilton.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL
“ABSTAIN” ON ROLL CALL VOTE.

MEMBERS

VOTING

“YES”,

NO

“NO”

AND

NO

Ms. Gatto moved, seconded by Mayor Silva, that the 2014 JIF
Safety Award in the amount of $1,500.00 be accepted.
MOTION CARRIED
“ABSTAIN”.

WITH

ALL

MEMBERS

VOTING

“AYE”,

NO

“NO”

AND

NO

Mr. Kurtz moved, seconded by Mr. Guishard, that the following
resolution be adopted.
BE IT RESOLVED that the February 17, 2015 regular meeting minutes
be and are hereby approved and adopted as published.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH MEMBERS GUISHARD, KURTZ, LINK AND SILVA VOTING
“AYE”, NO “NAY”, MS. GATTO ABSTAINED DUE TO BEING ABSENT FROM THE
MEETING.

Ms. Gatto moved,
resolution be adopted.

seconded

by

Mrs.

Link,

that

the

following

BE IT RESOLVED that the June 16, 2014 regular meeting minutes be
and are hereby approved and adopted as published.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH MEMBERS GATTO, GUISHARD, LINK AND SILVA VOTING
“YES”, NO “NO” ON ROLL CALL VOTE. MR. KURTZ ABSTAINED DUE TO NOT BEING
A MEMBER OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE AT THAT TIME.
Mr. Kurtz moved, seconded by Mr. Guishard, that the following
resolution be adopted.
BE IT RESOLVED that all properly executed and approved payrolls
and
bills
are
hereby
ordered
paid,
the
bill
list
totaling
$3,849,683.01.
RESO0LUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL
“ABSTAIN” ON ROLL CALL VOTE.

MEMBERS

VOTNG

“YES”,

NO

“NO”

AND

NO

Reports:
Administrator: Nothing to add to his written report.
Solicitor: Nothing to report.
Engineer: Nothing to add to his written report.
Mr. Kurtz commented on the length of the HPC Ordinance discussion
and said that he thought it was needed and helped move the Ordinance
forward.
Mr. Guishard reported on attending the Atlantic County League of
Municipalities, the Atlantic County Association of Municipal Officials
meeting; a meeting regarding the relationship between Police Forces
and the Community; and the Atlantic County Action Now Committee on
economic planning for the whole region.
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Ms. Gatto reported the Budget and Finance Committees are getting
the budget ready for presentation and introduction at the March 16th
meeting. Ms. Gatto reminded the public of voting on the Greater Egg
Harbor Regional District bond referendum on March 10th. Ms. Gatto
commended the Mayor for the meeting he arranged between the school
Superintendents, Administrators, come Board
Members and municipal
officials to discuss working together and looking out for the
taxpayers as a whole.
Mayor Silva reported Chief Tappeiner will be installed as the
Atlantic County Police Chiefs’ Association President on March 5th. The
Mayor said that 4 years ago this Committee having eliminated the
structural deficit and establishing a 5-year goal as the result of the
Strategic Planning Committee. Mayor Silva commented on trying at the
meeting with the school officials to stress the importance of holding
the line on taxes, the need for the schools to plan ahead and
addressing problems with long range planning.
Public comment:
Jim Kerrigan
Ordinance tonight.

thanked

the

Committee

for

introducing

the

HPC

Mike Angelo announced the final sign-ups for the MLAA baseball
and softball will be held from 6-7:30 PM at the library on Thursday.
Cheryl
Ordinance.

Fetty

thanked

the

Committee

for

introducing

the

HPC

There being no further questions or comments from the public, Ms.
Gatto moved, second by Mr. Guishard, that the public comment portion
be closed.
MOTION CARRIED
”ABSTAIN”.

WITH

ALL

MEMBERS

VOTING

“AYE”,

NO

“NAY”

AND

NO

Ms. Gatto moved, seconded by Mr. Guishard, that the following
resolution be adopted.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of
Hamilton that this meeting be adjourned to an executive session
to discuss the following matters which are exempt from public
discussion pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law:
. Personnel: (a) Finance Clerk
. Personnel: (b) Maintenance Carpenter
. Collective Bargaining – Lieutenants.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body will
reconvene in public session and confirm the results of the
executive session if there is a majority consensus for action to
be taken on the matter tonight.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “AYE”, NO “NAY”, AND
NO “ABSTAIN”.
Time: 8:50 PM
Public Session reconvened at 9:13 PM.
Mr. Sandman said that only the matters announced were
discussed and the minutes will be available when the basis for
confidentiality is no longer confidential. There were 3 people
in the audience when the meeting reconvened and no one in the
lobby or hallways.
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Ms. Gatto moved, seconded by Mrs. Link, that the following
resolution be adopted.
BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to the executive session
discussion the employment of Peter Balos, Finance Clerk, be and
is hereby terminated.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “YES”, NO “NO” AND NO
“ABSTAIN” ON ROLL CALL VOTE.
Ms. Gatto moved, seconded by Mr. Kurtz, that the following
resolution be adopted.
BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to the executive session
discussion
the
employment
of
Charles
Maxwell,
IV,
Maintenance/Carpenter, be and is hereby terminated.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED WITH ALL MEMBERS VOTING “YES”, NO “NO” AND NO
“ABSTAIN” ON ROLL CALL VOTE.

There being no further matters to be discussed tonight, Ms. Gatto
moved, seconded by Mrs. Link, that his meeting be adjourned.
MOTION CARRIED
“ABSTAIN”.

WITH

ALL

MEMBERS

VOTING

“AYE”,

NO

“NAY,

AND

NO

ATTEST:
___________________________________________
Joan I. Anderson, R.M.C., Township Clerk
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