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Call meeting to order 

President James L. Brennan presided at the special meeting of Honesdale Borough Council 

conducted on May 4, 2015, in Borough Hall, 958 Main Street, Honesdale.  He called the 

meeting to order at 6:00 PM.    All recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Present were: Council President James L. Brennan, Councilors Juanita Pisano, Scott Smith, 

and Dan Barnes.  Other Borough officials attending included Borough Secretary Judith 

Poltanis. 

 

President Brennan stated that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the bus stop 

location. He then outlined previous discussions on the bus stop and its current location and 

his suggestion to move the bus stop to meter space #39 on Main Street.  

 

 

Citizen input, by sign in 

The following individuals spoke before the Councilors: 

1. Jack Batcher – Upon research and reviewing correspondence from the bus company, he 

stated that the bus company does not need nor require a bus stop.  The bus stops at the 

agent’s building and people get on and off. Mr. Batcher stated that parking meters did 

not have to come out. He stated that riders cannot buy a ticket from the bus driver. Mr. 

Batcher said he was a former bus driver. He said that all the businesses in town pay for 

parking in one way or another. Mr. Batcher believes that if Council designates a bus 

stop then the private business should pay for the spot.  

 

2. Gail Tucker – Ms. Tucker stated that patrons can purchase a ticket from the bus driver. 

3. Paul Ludick – He also stated that riders can buy a ticket from the driver.  He feels that a 

bus spot could be utilized to fix up a spot on Main Street.  Mr. Ludick proposed a bus 

stop at 840 Main Street which he feels is a nasty spot and that the community could 

create an attraction with a bus stop in the location with a bench and covered area.  A 

ninety foot parking space exists for a bus stop and still within walking distance to 

Trackside Grill.  He urged Councilors to select this spot. 

 

4. Allaina Propst – She owns the building at 645 -649 Main Street.  She stated that she 

agrees with Paul Ludick that 840 Main Street would make a good spot for a bus stop. It 

could become an attraction for visitors.  She said in the current location since it is a 

high traffic area that it is just an accident waiting to happen.  President Brennan stated 

that where he is suggesting only will lose one parking spot for the town.  Larger trucks 

will be parking in front of her building where the garage is located when she opens her 

brew business down in the high traffic area of Main Street. She asked if the Wayne 

Bank location was still on the table. President Brennan said that all options are still 

open.  Both Councilor Smith and President Brennan expressed concern that with the 

diagonal parking on 7
th

 Street and with the bus parked, backing out of the spaces may 

be difficult. 
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5. Gail Tucker – Speaking on behalf of the Greater Honesdale Partnership, she stated that 

if the bus stop was to be relocated to the NHS building at 840 Main Street, then the 

GHP would lose 90 feet of valuable vendor spaces during their events. The bus stop 

would not be problem for her but the putting of a permanent structure and benches 

would be a problem.  

 

6. Jeff Hiller –He stated at the existing location or moving it up a few spaces may take 

away Main Street parking but a lot with 36 parking spaces is available right next to it.  

There is little impact to the businesses. Mr. Hiller says that if the bus stop goes to 840 

Main then Elegante’ Restaurant will lose spaces for customers.  He said that Jennz’s 

restaurant probably appreciates the two spaces in front of Borough Hall. The current 

location has the alternate parking available.  

 

 

7. Paul Ludick – A bus stop structure will not take up 90 feet, he said.  He stated that he 

believes that 9
th

 Street would be a good location for the bus stop.  Mr. Ludick stated 

that the 8
th

 Street area is very congested and to add a bus stop would not be good.  He 

said the location at 840 Main would only be one parking spot. President Brennan stated 

that at meter #39 only would take one parking spot. 

 

Councilor Barnes stated that whether or not the bus company requires a designated spot he 

would prefer one for safety reasons rather than darting between cars.   

 

Councilor Smith stated that he like the current position of the bus stop and doesn’t feel it 

should be moved.  Councilors reviewed a map provided by Mike Augello of the parking 

area along Main Street near the pavilion and Honesdale National Bank.   Mr. Ludick stated 

that his proposal site did not have any pedestrian safety issues.  

 

Motion: Bus Stop Location #1  

Scott Smith moved that Council leave the bus stop where it is in front of the pavilion.  

Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTION WITHDRAWN. 

 

Dan Barnes suggested that the bus spot be moved back two spots from its current location. 

He did not feel the bus stop should be before a crosswalk.  It should be after a crosswalk.  

He asked if the Councilors would amend their motion to move the bus stop.  

 

 

Motion: Bus Stop Location #2  

Scott Smith moved that Council move the bus stop back two spaces to start clear of the 

crosswalk at Main and 7
th

.   Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.  

President Brennan suggested that his proposal would have the driver looking down at the 

pedestrians using the crosswalk.  Councilor Barnes felt that the bus would block the view 

of pedestrians trying to use the crosswalk if the bus parked before the crosswalk.   
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Roll Call Vote 

Scott Smith, Aye Dan Barnes, Aye Juanita Piano, Aye 

James Brennan, Nay 

 

 

Jack Batcher expressed concern that Council was allowing a private parking spot.  

President Brennan stated that the Councilor who was working on getting compensation for 

a bus stop was not present to give his report so President Brennan did not have information 

to share about it.  

 

 

Motion   Adjournment 

Scott Smith moved for adjournment at 6:39 PM.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis, Borough Secretary 

 

 

 

No agenda for meeting. 


