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Call meeting to order 

President James L. Brennan presided at the regular monthly meeting of Honesdale 

Borough Council conducted on Monday, March 9, 2015, in Borough Hall, 958 Main 

Street, Honesdale.  He called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM.    Mayor Jack Bishop 

offered a prayer. All recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   

  

Present were: Council President James L. Brennan, Council Vice-President Bill Canfield, 

and Councilors Scott Smith, Dan Barnes, Robert Jennings and Harry DeVrieze.  

 

Other Borough officials attending included Borough Secretary Judith Poltanis, Solicitor 

Richard Henry, Mayor Jack Bishop, Police Chief Richard Southerton, Fire Chief Steve 

Bates, and Zoning Officer Dan Hnatko. 

 

Mayor’s Recognition – Donna LaBar 

Mayor Jack Bishop read aloud a proclamation that expressed appreciation to Donna LaBar 

for the many years of service she provided to the Wayne County Chamber of Commerce as a 

Board member, and especially, as Executive Director, and more recently as the Community 

Relations Director for the Chamber of the Northern Poconos.    

 

Action on minutes of previous meeting 

Present Brennan stated that since there were no objections to the minutes of the regular 

monthly meeting of February 9, 2015, then they would be approved as presented. 

 

Citizen input, by sign in 

The following individuals signed in for the citizen input session at the Council meeting: 

1. Sheila Vaswani – Friends of the Library member.  Ms. Vaswani related upcoming 

events at Wayne County Public Library, Honesdale Branch, which included the 

Author’s Lunch, April 9, 2015 and the Wine Tasting, April 24, 2015 

2. Kay Bates – Candidate for District Justice who lives in Honesdale. She stated that she 

turned in 100 signatures for both the Democratic and Republican Parties. She wanted 

to introduce herself to Council and stated that she would be knocking on doors asking 

for support. 

3. Donna LaBar – signed but did not speak. 

4. Jay Vail – Country Farmers Market.  He stated that the group is serving Honesdale for 

several years; offers SNAP; and is seeking approval of several requests that are before 

Council. 

5. Gail Tucker – Ms. Tucker stated that she submitted on behalf of the Roots and Rhythm 

event and application for use of the pavilion and asked that it be considered at this 

meeting. The second item was for the Greater Honesdale Partnership. She asked if the 

Borough would approve the placement of 30 banners from the street light poles. The 

GHP Banner Committee provided a picture of the proposed banner to the Councilors. 

Councilor DeVrieze as what period of time would the banners be hung. Ms. Tucker 

replied “year round.” Zoning Officer Dan Hnatko stated that since names of businesses 

are on the banners than the banners would be considered an offsite sign and subject to 
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permitting as required by the sign ordinance.  Councilor Jennings suggested tabling the 

decision until the Solicitor could review the request.  Ms. Tucker stated that the GHP 

Committee would like to have the banners up by Train Days which are May 9 and 10, 

2015.  Discussion ensued with the following participating:  President Brennan, Mayor 

Bishop, Ms. Tucker, Councilor Canfield, Solicitor Henry, Councilor DeVrieze, Zoning 

Officer Hnatko and Councilor Jennings. Topics included the last time banners were 

hung, brackets for the street light poles, third party advertising, National Train Days, 

sign ordinance amendment and time frame for such and whether a vote should be 

taken. No vote was taken on the matter.   

At 6:23 PM Solicitor Henry, Zoning Officer Hnatko and Mayor Bishop left the meeting 

with Gail Tucker.  Mayor Bishop returned to the meeting at 6:27 PM.  Solicitor Henry and 

Zoning Officer Hnatko returned to the meeting at 6:29 PM. 

 

6. Steve Clark, - Honesdale Aqua.  He complimented Fire Chief Steve Bates on the great 

job by the fire department during the recent fire. Mr. Clark also stated that not one 

complaint of dirty water was received after the fire.   He asked about the mid-block 

crosswalk decision.  President Brennan stated that it was on the agenda but later in the 

meeting.  Mr. Clark stated that his engineer reported that the 12
th

 Street project has an 

issue with tying into Main Street.  Mr. Clark asked the Borough Secretary if an email 

was received about the outstanding issues.  The Borough Secretary stated that the email 

was processed the date it arrived.  Councilor Jennings asked Mr. Clark about a fire 

hydrant on 10
th

 Street that is out of service.  Fire Chief Bates stated that that fire 

hydrant will be eliminated when the hydrants are moved from the east side of Main 

Street to the west side of Main Street.  Mr. Clark stated that there are 3 other fire 

hydrants visible from that location. 

7. Danielle Hoffman – did not wish to speak. 

8. Eileen Perrier and Carol Fahey – Ms. Perrier stated that she was a resident of 

Stourbridge Square senior apartments. Ms. Perrier asked who she would talk to about 

snow on sidewalks. Police Chief Southerton responded that many people think that 

the police can make people shovel the snow off sidewalks when in fact all they can 

do is issue citations when the snow is not removed.  He further stated that 

citations are being written.  Ms. Perrier stated that many of the seniors walk in the 

street because the snow-covered sidewalks are too treacherous. Ms. Perrier also stated 

that people are parking in the reserved area for the apartment building where the signs 

are posted.  Police Chief Southerton responded that tickets are being issued but the 

department can’t make anyone move the vehicle.   Ms. Perrier then asked what the 

distance is for a vehicle parking too near a fire hydrant.  Police Chief Southerton 

responded 25 feet.  Ms. Perrier stated that a guy was parking within 10 feet of the fire 

hydrant.  Police Chief Southerton stated that tickets are being issued.  Ms. Perrier 

stated that when crossing Main Street at 11
th

 Street from Stephen’s Pharmacy to 

Turkey Hill with the assistance of the pedestrian crossing lights that many drivers are 

not stopping.  She stated that one lane will stop and then the other lane will not.    Ms. 

Perrier also asked who she calls to complain to if a resident hasn’t had trash pickup in 

over a month.  Both Council President Brennan and Zoning Officer Hnatko 
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responded that Zoning Officer Hnatko should be contacted.   Mayor Bishop asked 

if a security guard or maintenance man worked at the facility.   Ms. Perrier said no 

to the security guard and three times a week for the maintenance man.   Ms. Perrier 

asked about whether a four-wheeler in the street.  Police Chief Southerton stated no 

it is not allowed and that they needed to be caught doing it.  President Brennan 

assured Ms. Perrier that Council would look into her concerns and see what 

legally could be done.  
9. Linus Myers – He stated that he was a candidate for District Judge.  He stated that he 

has been around the court system for 35 years.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Councilor Smith stated that monies will be moved into the Payroll Fund to cover one 

payroll. He also stated that $150,000.00 had been borrowed on the Tax Anticipation Note.   

The 2015 Obligation Note is the Police Car. 

 

Motion   Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report  

Scott Smith moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented pending audit.  Dan 

Barnes seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

Scott Smith, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

Requests 

Borough Secretary Poltanis summarized the following requests that were set before 

Council for approval: 

1. From Last Month – Country Farmers Market, use of Fred R. Miller pavilion, 

Wednesdays, May 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2:30 PM-6:30 PM and Saturdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23, 

and 30 from 9:30 AM-2:30 PM. Note: Two Saturdays were removed from request by 

Council. 

2. Boy Scout Troop #1, request use of Fred R Miller pavilion,   May 31, 2015, 10 AM – 3 

PM for chicken barbecue distribution 

3. NACL Theatre, request use of Central Park on July 24, 2015 at 5 PM and July 25, 2015 

at 6:30 PM for the play “The Weather Project.” 

4. Rev. Clarence Spencer, request use of Irving Cliff for Easter Sunday service at 7 AM 

on April 5, 2015. 

5. Country Farmers Market, use of Fred R. Miller pavilion, Wednesdays, June 3, 10,17, 

and 24, 2:30 PM -6 PM and Saturdays, June 6, 13, 20, 27 from 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM 

6. Roots and Rhythm, requests the use of the Fred R Miller pavilion on June 20 from 8 

AM to 3 PM.  Also requests electricity.  There is a conflict with the Country Farmers 

Market. 

 

Motion: Approval of Requests   

Bill Canfield moved to approve Requests #2, #3, #4 and #6 and to table Requests #1 and 

#5 for “New Business” later in the meeting.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.  
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Councilor Smith asked why the discussion needed to wait until “New Business”.  

Councilor Canfield stated he spoke with residents and Councilors and that they wanted the 

produce to be local.  He stated that he wanted to give Country Farmers Market a break to 

go elsewhere to sell produce because he wanted this year to use the pavilion for local 

vendors only and he wanted to bring it up under “New Business.”   Councilor Smith stated 

that the regulations dictate the distance. President Brennan asked if any other Councilor 

objected to moving the discussion to “New Business” on the agenda.  Councilor Barnes 

asked if the approvals stated in the motion should wait until the discussion under “New 

Business.”  Councilor Canfield stated that the vote could be done now.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

Correspondence and other communications 

Borough Secretary Judith Poltanis read aloud a summary of the following correspondence: 

1. PennDot – announcement that Tri-State Traffic Data Inc. will conduct a traffic study on 

Warren St., Corey St., Maplewood Dr., Terrace Heights, and Church Street beginning 

in March. 

2. Rosina Cordaro – concerns of egress from her property. 

3. Kinder Morgan Energy Partners, letter explaining the Orion Expansion Project of the 

Tennessee Gas Pipeline. An existing TGP is in the Bunnell’s Pond area within the 

Borough. 

4. Wayne County EMA, notification that Borough needs to update their Emergency Plan. 

5.  John McCormick, Assessment Office, notification that copies of building permits need 

to be given to their office.   

6. PennDot – Road Turnback Annual Maintenance payment received.  

7. Wayne County Local Emergency Planning Committee, notice of public comment 

period for the Wayne County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 2015. 

Reports of officials and committees 

Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Jack Bishop expressed concern that with all the snow the streets are narrower and 

that people are walking in the streets because sidewalks are not being maintained.  He also 

stated that speeding is a problem especially on Terrace Street and Ridge Street.   He stated 

that an observation was done the first two weeks of school.  He asked that maybe the fines 

for not shoveling the sidewalks should be doubled or tripled.  Mayor Bishop stated that 

Councilor Barnes needs to do something about the youth in the park since he received 

complaints that people cross over to the other side to avoid a confrontation with the youth 

that hang out there.  He said that the park belongs to the adults, as well as, youth.  Mayor 

Bishop stated that a resolution on the mid-block crosswalk needs to happen and that 

Councilor Barnes is working on that.  The skateboards will be a problem again. He 

requested an executive session on police personnel and requested the Police Chief’s 

presence.  
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 Police Chief’s Report 

Chief Richard Southerton stated that he asked Council last month to do something about 

the bus parking at the Borough Building. He stated that he came out today and could not 

see due to the bus being parked here.  Councilor Canfield stated that Jeff Hiller was to take 

care of it and that he would contact Mr. Hiller. Mayor Bishop asked Gail Tucker if she was 

aware of anything.  She stated that she was aware that Mr. Hiller asked Council to move 

the bus stop from its current location to the pavilion and that that Borough needed a letter 

from the bus company.  Councilor Canfield stated that he would contact Mr. Hiller.  

Councilor Jennings stated that he has correspondence from the bus company which stated 

that the bus company would be willing to drive into the Park and Shop Lot and circle 

around to exit back on Main Street.  President Brennan requested that Councilor Canfield 

report at the next meeting after meeting with Jeff Hiller and if necessary to contact the bus 

company.  Councilor Jennings offered the name, address and phone number of the bus 

company representative that he has that lives in Milford. 

 

Police Chief Southerton asked that Councilors review two agreements that he put in their 

mailboxes and discuss them at the next meeting.  President Brennan delegated to Councilor 

Canfield to look into it and accomplish something by the next meeting. 

 

Fire Chief’s Report 

Chief Steve Bates wanted to thank the businesses, the utilities, police department, and the 

department of public works for their assistance during the Kinsman fire. 

 

Parking Report  
Councilor Bill Canfield read aloud the parking report for the month of February 2015. 

 

Dept. of Public Works Report  
Councilor Bill Canfield read aloud the public works report in the absence of Director Rich 

Doney for the month of February 2015. 

 

Finance Committee Report 

Monthly Budget Reports 

Councilor Scott Smith reported that the tax bills went out but that no money was received 

yet.  Expenses were averaged across the periods so that the actuals and budget will level 

out over the next few months.   

 

Motion: Distribution from the Rev. Doherty Fund    

Scott Smith moved to distribute $9,500.00 to the gas companies -- Firmstone, Fowler, 

Highhouse, UGI/Penn Natural Gas who have submitted 19 names.  The amount will be 

$500.00 per person.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 



Honesdale Borough Council  -Approved Electronic Version 

Regular Meeting:  March 9, 2015     
 

 

Page 6 of 15 

 

 

Motion: Deputy Tax Collector Named   

Scott Smith moved that Council approve William Tuman, Jr. as the deputy tax collector. 

Dan Barnes seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

Scott Smith, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: Liquid Fuels Monies Released  

Scott Smith moved that Council release the funds for the multimodal transportation grant 

and the line painting for use by the Borough.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.   After 

brief discussion, Councilor Smith and President Brennan both stated that the $80,000.00 

that had been set aside by previous motions had actually been spent so that there is no 

windfall of money.  The motion just cancels the previous motions.   MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Buildings and Zoning Committee Report 

Councilor Harry DeVrieze stated that approximately $8,000.00 was received by the Zoning 

Department in March 2015.  He further stated that the Planning Commission has been 

working on the rezoning and sign ordinance.   

 

Mayor Bishop asked Councilor DeVrieze about the Stormwater grant that is about to 

expire. Councilor DeVrieze stated that he was planning on meeting with Margie Rickard. 

 

GHP Banner Issue 

Solicitor Henry stated that the Greater Honesdale Partnership Banner issue can be 

resolved.  Zoning Officer Hnatko stated that Gail Tucker would meet with her banner 

committee and resubmit a design that would be acceptable.  President Brennan was assured 

by Mr. Hnatko that no action would be needed by Council. 

 

Parks & Recreation Committee Report 

Councilor Dan Barnes stated that he would meet with the Mayor and walk past the Park 

and move forward on the cameras. 

 

Zoning Officer Dan Hnatko left the meeting at 7:07 PM. 

 

Safety Committee Report 

Councilor Jennings stated that in his opinion, he did not feel that the Borough should be 

involved in the prescription drug program offer that Police Chief Southerton distributed to 

Councilors.  He asked the Police Chief if the matter should be tabled until next meeting.  

Police Chief Southerton stated that it was up to Council.  Police Chief Southerton did state 

that the PA State Police are not participating in the program.  President Brennan and 
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Councilor Jennings both expressed concern over liability issues. Both Councilor Canfield 

and Councilor Barnes stated that the discussion was on the Narcan drug.  Councilor Smith 

stated that he did not believe that all the rules and guidelines were presented like what is 

the training; how is it to be stored; does it need to be put in a safe in the vehicles; what is 

the liability if an officer gives the drug and he should not have administered it.  Councilor 

Jennings stated that if the State Police will not enforce it then the Borough should not. 

 

Motion: Wayne County District Attorney Request Denied  

Robert Jennings moved to deny the request of the prescription drug program offered by the 

Wayne County District Attorney.   Bill Canfield seconded the motion.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Nay  Robert Jennings, Aye  James Brennan, Nay 

 

Councilor Jennings stated that he and Councilor Canfield are working on a complaint 

received from a resident about the turning lane near Sunset Avenue.  PennDot will be 

contacted.  He stated that a full report will be made next month. 

 

Councilor Jennings also stated that he would like an executive session to discuss police 

matters. 

 

Streets Committee Report 

Councilor Bill Canfield explained that no bids were received for the sale of the recycling 

vehicle and that it was offered to the two highest bidders but neither accepted.  After 

consultation with PSAB, a second law requires another advertised sale of the vehicle. 

 

Motion: Recycling Equipment   

Bill Canfield moved to advertise for sale recycling collection bins and equipment in the 

newspaper for bids to be opened at the April monthly meeting.   Robert Jennings seconded 

the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.   

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: Recycling Vehicle    

Bill Canfield moved to advertise to rebid per Harrisburg rules and regulations for the 

recycling truck with bids to be opened at the April meeting.  Robert Jennings seconded the 

motion.  MOTION CARRIED.   

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 
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Recycling Roll off Discussion 

Mayor Bishop asked Councilors who the volunteers would be that would be staffing the 

recycling roll off that was offered by Randy Heller, Wayne County Solid Waste Director.  

He stated that he spoke with Mr. Heller today about a pickup schedule and possible trash 

being left at the collection site. He also stated that Councilor Barnes and Councilor 

Canfield should act as soon as possible on the offer.  President Brennan stated that last 

month he encouraged the trash haulers to offer recycling to customers.  Councilor Canfield 

stated that some garbage haulers utilize single-stream recycling while the County offer 

mandates separation of recyclables.  Councilor Smith stated that not everyone in the 

Borough is paying for garbage service.  Some people are using the Borough garbage 

containers for household garbage. Councilor DeVrieze stated that garbage collection with 

or without recycling is a private business.  Councilor Barnes stated that he believe one of 

the garbage haulers does not offer a recycling collection.  Mayor Bishop stated that Mr. 

Heller has been waiting for answer and the issue should be settled.  Councilor Canfield 

stated that he tabled the offer at the last meeting until spring. Councilor Canfield stated that 

the Borough should enlist the assistance of the Wayne Independent to spread the word that 

the Borough is not in the recycling business.   Councilor Jennings said that the pool is not 

the place for the roll off.  Councilor Barnes who chairs the Parks and Recreation 

Committee stated that he did not want to have the roll off in the parks.  

 

Ordinances or Resolutions 

 

Motion:  Chapter 195 Amendment   

Dan Barnes moved to have the Borough Solicitor prepare and advertise the draft 

amendment to Chapter 195, Vehicles and Traffic, as presented for adoption at the April 13, 

2015 regular meeting.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the motion.    

 

Councilor Smith stated that he had not reviewed the proposed revisions and that Council 

needs to approve the final draft before advertising and receiving public comment.  

President Brennan stated that he did not understand it.  THE MOTION WAS 

WITHDRAWN. 

 

Motion:  Chapter 166 Amendment   

Dan Barnes moved to have the Borough Solicitor prepare and advertise the amendments to 

Chapter 166, Sewers, as recommended by the Central Wayne Regional Authority for 

adoption at the April 13 2015 regular meeting.  Councilor DeVrieze stated that the 

enforcement would be turned over to the sewer authority and he wanted to know why it 

was needed now. He also stated that several properties in the Borough have on-lot septic 

systems and he did not feel enforcement should be given away.  President Brennan stated 

that he was one of the representatives to the sewer authority and the sewer authority 

receives all the revenue and that expansion of lines will be taking place and without having 

something cohesive with the three municipalities, they cannot determine which sewer lines 

should be expanded. Councilor DeVrieze stated that it was his opinion that the authority 

would force people to hook up when their on lot septic system has not failed.  He urged 
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Councilors not to give away something that Council would not get back.  Solicitor Henry 

recommended that President Brennan refer both the proposed draft amendments to their 

respective committees to work on during the month and that drafts be presented at the next 

meeting.   MOTION WITHDRAWN.  

 

The draft revisions to Chapter 195 will be presented by the Safety Committee.  Councilor 

Canfield stated that the revisions are huge.   Councilors Smith and DeVrieze volunteered to 

work on the draft revisions to Chapter 166.  Solicitor Henry recommended that the drafts 

be circulated prior to the next meeting so that everyone can review them. 

 

Unfinished Business 

Mid-Block Crosswalk  

Councilor Barnes stated that he had tried to get the crosswalk “grandfathered” in but 

believes that all possibilities have been exhausted.   He suggested that Council continue 

with the Aqua project as planned. 

 

President Brennan stated that the elimination of the crosswalk will make it more difficult 

for pedestrians who walk to the grocery store as they have to walk down to 4
th

 Street and 

then cross Main Street to cross 4
th

 Street and then cross the CVS entrance to walk to the 

grocery store. He reiterated the fact that the PennDot cut the curb for the crosswalk when 

they did Main Street.  He stated that it makes it more difficult for older pedestrians.  

 

 Councilor Canfield stated that since May three letters were received from PennDot stating 

that the crosswalk was illegal.  He also stated that the issue was holding up a 2.5 million 

dollar paving project. Aqua cannot pave the street until the mid-block crosswalk debacle is 

taken care of.   The crosswalk does not conform to PennDot’s regulations. 

 

Councilor Jennings stated that the insurance company will not insure the crosswalk.  

Councilor Canfield stated that he talked with the insurance agent about the crosswalk. 

Brief discussion was conducted on the liability of the crosswalk, a nearby alleyway and the 

proximity of two other crosswalks.  Participating in the discussion were President Brennan, 

Councilor Canfield, and Councilor Smith. 

 

Motion: Mid-Block Crosswalk #1 

Bill Canfield moved that effective tonight that the mid-block crosswalk discussion is over. 

It is not approved by PennDot or covered by insurance so Aqua can move forward with its 

2.5 million dollar repaving project in the Borough of Honesdale. Robert Jennings seconded 

the motion.     Councilor Smith began to speak but was cut off by Councilor Canfield who 

restated the motion as that the mid-block crosswalk discussion is over. It is not approved 

by PennDot. It is not approved by the insurance company. And thereby approve Aqua to 

proceed with their project.   Steve Clark spoke up and stated that PennDot would need a 

letter acknowledging that the crosswalk will be removed.  Councilor Smith suggested that 

the motion simply state that the crosswalk would be eliminated.  MOTION 

WITHDRAWN. 
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Motion:  Mid-Block Crosswalk #2  

Bill Canfield moved to eliminate the mid-block crosswalk by the post office.  Robert 

Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Nay 

 

Councilor Canfield requested that Solicitor Henry forward a letter as per Mr. Clark’s 

request.  

 

New business 

Country Farmers Market 

Councilor Jennings stated that he had received for quite a number of years, complaints that 

the produce was not grown in Wayne County because of what is printed on the boxes.  He 

stated that Mrs. Vail sells blankets and stuff and that a vendor told him that there was no 

space.  Mrs. Vail may make her items in Wayne County but that the deal was for 

vegetables and such to be sold.  Councilor Canfield stated that he had similar complaints.  

Councilor Canfield stated that he has requested that Mr. Vail supply to Council verification 

that his vegetables are grown locally and that Mr. Vail has not done that. Councilor 

Canfield stated that Mr. Vail was running a business on the taxpayers’ expense and that is 

not fair.  Councilor Canfield stated that everything the farmers’ market at the Chamber had 

for sale was locally home-grown and that the group moved recently to Dave’s Super 

Duper.  Councilor Canfield stated that everything at the other farmers’ market is inspected 

by the state, is home-grown locally, and they do not use it as their only source of income.  

Councilor Canfield stated that their items do include plants and that the Dept. of 

Agriculture inspects them every Saturday.  Councilor Canfield stated that a lot of 

complaints have been received by him.  Councilor Canfield stated that other businesses in 

town have to pay taxes, rent and pay their employees and that it is not fair to the business 

owners.  He asked Mr. Vail to provide to him where the products are coming from.   

Councilor Canfield stated that the Yatsonsky farm, and the Shemanskis all have locally 

produced products. Councilor Canfield stated that he asked Mr. Vail to provide the 

paperwork and he stated that he knew he could not.  

 

Mr. Vail stated that the boxes are regulated by the state and federal government statues and 

that the boxes are to be certified by weight and sizes. Mr. Vail urged Councilor Canfield to 

speak with the inspectors.  He stated that the licenses are displayed and that they are 

mandated by the state and federal government.    

 

Councilor Smith stated that the current guidelines allow for 90% produce to be grown 

within 50 miles of Wayne County. Mr. Vail stated that 93% of the produce is within 50 

miles.  He stated that some comes from Highpoint, NJ which is 48 miles away and that the 

orchard is recognized nationally for its peaches.  He suggested that Councilor Canfield 
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check his facts because some of the vendors at the other farmers market especially 

Yatsonsky buy produce elsewhere.  Mr. Vail stated that he is proud of the farms that he 

purchases from and that he shares that information when asked.  He stated that if the 

Borough requires that all farmers market sell only Wayne County produce then the prices 

would be very high.   

Councilor DeVrieze stated that Mr. Vail dominates the calendar for the pavilion which is 

often used by the GHP, Boy Scouts, and Jaycees.  He asked Mr. Vail how his farmers’ 

market was organized such as a co-op.  Mr. Vail stated that 25 people applied but that they 

could not meet the Borough’s rules.   President Brennan asked if Mr. Vail considered 

joining the other farmers’ market.  Mr. Vail stated that they would not let them in.   

 

President Brennan told Councilor Canfield that the Council would have to decide if public 

property that taxpayers paid for to let private businesses operate off of.  Councilor Canfield 

stated that he felt it wasn’t fair to the taxpayers.  Councilor Smith stated that he disagreed 

with President Brennan and Councilor Canfield.  He stated that the rules voted on by 

Council and published allow under #3 for farmers’ markets, non-profit organizations, and 

groups or individuals approved by Council.  Councilor Smith stated that nothing being 

done now is against the current rules.  He also stated that the other farmers’ market sells 

the same type of items like handcraft items and soap.  He stated that Mr. Vail is compliant 

with the current rules.     

 

Councilor DeVrieze asked Mr. Vail how the group was organized such as a LLC, Inc., etc.  

Mr. Vail stated that it is an unofficial marketing group.   President Brennan stated Council 

should approve his requests and then form a committee to go over the rules.  Councilor 

Barnes asked Mr. Vail if he could prove that 90% of his produce comes within 50 miles of 

Wayne County.  Mr. Vail stated that it comes from Susquehanna, Lackawanna, Lehigh and 

Luzerne Counties.    

 

President Brennan stated that he would appoint a committee to rewrite the rules and 

anyone who wishes to serves on it may.  Councilor Smith stated that in the past the Parks 

and Recreation Committee dealt with the pavilion rules.  President Brennan stated that that 

would be ok and also appointed Councilor Canfield to the committee.  

 

Motion:  Country Farmers Market    

Scott Smith moved to approve the dates for May and June with the exception of three 

dates, May 9, 16 and June 20. Dan Barnes seconded.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Nay  Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Mayor Bishop asked Mr. Vail how long he has been there.  Mr. Vail believed it was three 

years.  He stated that Country Farmers Market offers SNAP, payment plans and delivery to 

the elderly.   
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Review and authorization to pay bills 

 

Motion:  Invoices Paid Under Resolution #2014-023  

Scott Smith moved that the list of checks and ACH payments paid under Resolution 

#2014-023 since the last meeting be approved as presented.  Harry DeVrieze seconded the 

motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: Bills Payable Report - GENERAL FUND  

Scott Smith moved to authorize payment of invoices in the General Fund List in the 

amount of $26,290.28.   Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

Scott Smith, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion: Bills Payable Report - LIQUID FUELS FUND  

Scott Smith moved to authorize payment of invoices in the Liquid Fuels Fund List in the 

amount of $18,656.04.  Dan Barnes seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James L. Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Executive Session 

Scott Smith requested an executive session for police personnel matters.  President 

Brennan called an executive session at 8:05 PM for police personnel matters.  Mayor 

Bishop and Police Chief Southerton.   Regular session resumed at 8:48 PM.  

 

Adjournment 

Motion for Adjournment 

Scott Smith moved for adjournment at 8:48 PM.  Dan Barnes seconded the motion. 

 

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis, Borough Secretary 

 

Attachments: Agenda 

  Treasurer’s Report 
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  Honesdale Borough Council  

Meeting:  Monday, March 9, 2015     Time: 6 PM 

Meeting Location:  958 Main Street, Honesdale (second floor, handicap accessible) 

 AGENDA  

Call meeting to order. 

 Opening Prayer 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Recognition – Donna LaBar 

Action on minutes of previous meeting(s) 

 February 9, 2015 Regular Meeting 

Citizen input, by sign in 

Treasurer’s Report 

 Accept pending audit   

Requests 

7. From Last Month – Country Farmers Market, use of Fred R. Miller pavilion, Wednesdays, May 6, 13, 

20 and 27, 2:30 PM-6:30 PM and Saturdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 from 9:30 AM-2:30 PM. Note: 

Two Saturdays were removed from request by Council. 

8. Boy Scout Troop #1, request use of Fred R Miller pavilion,   May 31, 2015, 10 AM – 3 PM for chicken 

barbecue distribution 

9. NACL Theatre, request use of Central Park on July 24, 2015 at 5 PM and July 25, 2015 at 6:30 PM for 

the play “The Weather Project.” 

10. Rev. Clarence Spencer, request use of Irving Cliff for Easter Sunday service at 7 AM on April 5, 2015. 

11. Country Farmers Market, use of Fred R. Miller pavilion, Wednesdays, June 3, 10,17, and 24, 2:30 PM -6 

PM and Saturdays, June 6, 13, 20, 27 from 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM 

Correspondence and other communications   

8. PennDot – announcement that Tri-State Traffic Data Inc. will conduct a traffic study on Warren St., 

Corey St., Maplewood Dr., Terrace Heights, and Church Street beginning in March  

9. Rosina Cordaro – concerns of egress from her property. 

10. Kinder Morgan Energy Partners, letter explaining the Orion Expansion Project of the Tennessee Gas 

Pipeline. An existing TGP is in the Bunnell’s Pond area within the Borough. 

11. Wayne County EMA, notification that Borough needs to update their Emergency Plan. John 

McCormick, Assessment Office, notification that copies of building permits need to be given to their 

office.   

12. PennDot – Road Turnback Annual Maintenance payment received.  

 

Reports of officials and committees 

Solicitor 

1. Proposed revision to Chapter 166, Sewers – mandatory connection    

Mayor’s Report   

 Police Chief’s Report    (in addition to written report) 

 Fire Chief’s Report      (in addition to written report) 

 Parking Report     (in addition to written report) 

 Director of Public Works Report    (in addition to written report) 

Finance Committee Report 

1. Monthly Budget Reports 

2. Rev. Doherty Fund 

3. Deputy Tax Collector 

4. Liquid Fuels Fund 
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Building & Zoning Committee Report (in addition to written report) 

Stormwater Committee Report 

Parks & Recreation Committee Report 

Grants Committee Report 

Safety Committee Report 

1. Prescription Drug Program offered by the Wayne County District Attorney 

 

Streets Committee Report 

1. Recycling Equipment Sale  

Ad-Hoc Committee Reports If Any 

Ordinances or Resolutions 

1. Proposed Amendment to Chapter 195 –Vehicles and Traffic    

2. Proposed Amendment to Chapter 166 –Sewers  7 

Unfinished Business 

1. Mid-Block Crosswalk – Main Street near post office 

New business 

Review and authorization to pay bills 

1. Bill Payables Report Pursuant to Resolution #2014-023 

2. Bill Payables Report – General Fund  

3. Bill Payables Report – Liquid Fuels Fund 

 

Adjournment 

 

Unfinished Business Not Ready for Action: 
1. Safety Committee:  Full-Time Clerical Position for Police Dept. 

2. Safety Committee:  Civil Service Commission   re: Lieutenant position 

3. Street Committee:  UGI Penn Natural Gas, Inc. annual request for 2015 construction projects 

4. Street Committee:  Recycling Roll Off Offer from Wayne County 

5. Ad-hoc Committee:  One Way Traffic Complaint Committee 

6. Ad-hoc Committee:  Insurance and Workplace Safety  

 

 

Business Waiting Outside Action: 

1. Planning & Zoning:  Zoning Ordinance Update /Planning Commission  

2. Safety Committee:  Drug Task Force Ordinance Amendment Update /Wayne Co D.A.  

3. Safety Committee:  CVS Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement/ CVS 

 
 

 

Treasurer's Report          Page 1 

February 28, 2015 
      Asset     Liability 

General Fund 
    Checking Account $59,000.83  

 
Tax Anticipation Note $150,000.00  

Savings Account $2,620.06  
 

2015 G. O. Note    (3YR) $34,707.53  

   

2011 General Obligation 
Note(4YR) $102,506.78  

          

Payroll Fund 
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Checking  Account $1,823.81  
             

Parks and Recreation Fund 
    

     Savings Account $3,381.23  
             

Highway Aid Fund 
    Checking Account $8,703.22  

   Savings Account $44,815.76  
   CD Due 06/30/2014 $29,497.46  
    CD Due 09/10/14 $17,466.89  
             

Local Services Tax Fund 
    HNB Checking Account $5,354.26  

             

G.O. Sinking Fund 
    MMDA $9,363.64  

             

Fire Loss Escrow 
    Checking Account $13,324.84  

             

Rev. Doherty Fund 
    Savings Account $27,597.19  

             

Pension Fund 
    MMDA Account $1,349.13  

             

Police Grant Account 
    Checking $805.45  

             

Disaster Assistance 
    Checking Account $12,667.94  

             

GO SINKING FUND 2014 
  

2014 Loader Loan $46,959.65  

Checking Account $507.45  
        DPW SINKING FUND 2011 

  
2011 Truck Loan $30,396.00  

MMDA Account $5,903.61  
   CONTINGENCY FUND  

    Checking Account $2,039.11  
   2011 G.O. Note 

    MMDA Account $18,262.22        

Parks & Rec  
    Checking Account $167.50  

   

     Sub-totals $264,651.60  
  

$364,569.96  

Difference 
  

($99,918.36) 
  


