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Call meeting to order 

President James L. Brennan presided at the special meeting of Honesdale Borough Council 

conducted on March 30, 2015, in Borough Hall, 958 Main Street, Honesdale.  He called 

the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.    Mayor Jack Bishop offered a prayer. All recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Present were: Council President James L. Brennan, Council Vice-President Bill Canfield, 

and Councilors Juanita Pisano, Scott Smith, Dan Barnes, Robert Jennings and Harry 

DeVrieze.  

 

Other Borough officials attending included Borough Secretary Judith Poltanis, Solicitor 

Richard Henry, Mayor Jack Bishop, and DPW Director Richard Doney. 

 

President Brennan called an executive session for personnel matters at 6:31 PM.  

Attending the executive session were attending Councilors, Mayor Bishop, Solicitor Henry 

and Acting Lt. Robert Langman and Sergeant Keith Colombo.  Regular session resumed at 

7:30 PM. 

 

Citizen input, by sign in 

The following individuals   

1. Jack Batcher—Owner of Camp Umpy’s Bagels.  Mr. Batcher stated that he had met 

with Mayor Bishop and President Brennan last Tuesday to complain about the new 

location of the bus stop. He stated that he stopped at Fluff’s Deli in Hawley where there is 

no designated spot other than the intersection of Main and Church Streets. This is a private 

enterprise. Mr. Batcher stated that the bus when parked blocks the view of drivers exiting 

the Park and Shop Lot.  He had taken photos and believes that someone will get killed. 

Last Tuesday, Mayor Bishop asked him to write a letter about the complaint.  
2. Bayard DeNoie –He and his wife, Jeryl, were present to discuss the property 

located at 1608 North Main Street which he believes is an illegal and dangerous property. 

Mr. DeNoie stated that the district is a R-2 but the property is considered a commercial 

property. He stated that the property is there to house transient and behavioral problem 

people for more than 30 days. Mr. DeNoie stated that when he has had inspections done 

the Borough was very thorough but when the commercial inspection is done, it is nothing.  

Basically it is a notation that money was received for an inspection. He displayed photos 

which were passed among the Councilors. Mr. DeNoie stated that the building is not safe 

and referred to the photos.  Mayor Bishop stated that Mrs. DeNoie had been in to see him 

and he asked her to describe the people who are living there. Mrs. DeNoie stated that the 

change of use of the property was a surprise. She stated that she and her husband thought a 

hearing should have been done due to the change of use. She stated that the building was 

vacant for two years and that the property doesn’t have enough parking to support the 

apartments and thinks that there is only one set of meters for the entire buildings. She does 

not think that it is a legal three-family home. President Brenna asked if our Zoning 

Officer changed the use of the building. Councilor DeVrieze replied that the Zoning 

Officer did not change the use.  He said there were three apartments in the building 



Honesdale Borough Council –Approved Electronic Version 

Special Meeting:  March 30, 2015     
 

 

Page 2 of 4 

 

 

which was sold and the new owner leased it to the County.  Mrs. DeNoie stated that the 

Commissioners have authorized the change of use for homeless individuals.  Solicitor 

Henry suggested the Zoning Officer look into it.  Mrs. DeNoie stated that the Zoning 

Officer told them that it was grandfathered in.  She then showed them correspondence 

from one County official to another.  Mrs. DeNoie said that she did not feel that it could be 

grandfathered due to the fact that the building was vacant.  Mayor Bishop asked if the 

individuals made her feel uncomfortable.  Mrs. DeNoie replied that that it was a value 

judgement on her part but she felt some of them looked mentally ill.  President Brennan 

asked if it was being used now.  Mrs. DeNoie replied in the affirmative. Councilor 

Barnes asked what the name of the business was.  Mrs. DeNoie stated that it is a grant 

from the County that was authorized by the Commissioners.  Solicitor Henry asked Mrs. 

DeNoie if it was correct to assume that by appearing at the meeting she was 

formalizing her previous oral questioning of the property use and asked Council to 

have the Zoning Officer investigate.  President Brennan said it was the first that he 

was aware of it and he directed Councilor DeVrieze to speak with the Zoning Officer. 
 

3. Jeff Hiller – He said that that before the police chief asked that the bus stop be 

moved, he had requested that the bus stop near the Visitors Center.  He said that the 

visitors to Honesdale probably would like to be near the Visitors Center.  Mr. Hiller related 

a story about visitors from Ireland who were left at the pavilion and the bus driver drove 

right by them. Someone had to drive them to Port Jervis to catch a train to make it to the 

airport to catch a flight home. He said that the two meters removed are directly in front of 

34 metered parking spaces and two handicap spaces within 10-15 feet.  At the last meeting, 

it was brought up and it was designated that the space would be the bus stop.  Mr. Doney 

was directed to pull the meters and erect them in front of City Hall. Mr. Hiller said that the 

bus company was contacted by Council and that they think we are a bunch of idiots.  

 

President Brennan asked Mr. Batcher if he wanted to respond to Mr. Hiller’s comments.  

Mr. Batcher stated that the bus stop should be moved in front of the Trackside which 

would be safer than in front of a driveway and that Mr. Hiller is the private agent for the 

bus company and that the private enterprise should pay $5.00 or $10.00 per day for the bus 

stop. Mr. Batcher said that the bus schedule says that the stop is at Trackside and he did 

not feel the parking spaces should only be used for the bus.  Mr. Hiller stated that after 

direction from Council to do so, he contact the bus company and asked if Torrey Lane 

would be suitable and was told no.   Councilor Jennings stated that President Brennan 

requested that he contact the bus company.  Councilor Jennings stated that he contacted 

Joan Jaekel and provided her with the comments from Mr. Hiller from the minutes.  She 

told Councilor Jennings that the bus company would never ask that meters be removed. He 

said that she contacted him today and he recommended that Council take the matter up 

again at another time.  He said that she was shocked and that he could provide her direct 

number if anyone requests it.   Councilor Smith stated that Jeff Hiller did not ask Council 

to move the bus stop there.  Councilor Smith said that Council has been looking for a spot 

on and off for a couple of years with the Visitors Center one of the locations.  Councilor 

Smith also stated that it had been the plan to pull those two meters and put them in front of 
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City Hall. He further stated that it would be at Council’s discretion over the last couple 

years.  President Brennan stated that the Council is faced with two possibilities for a bus 

stop which would be at the Visitors Center.  Councilor Jennings stated that the second 

possibility would be at Turkey Hill.  Councilor Canfield stated that Mrs. Jackel’s letter 

states that the buses are to be stopped for less than 1-2 minutes on any given schedule.  

President Brennan stated that at the April meeting a decision would be made on the bus 

stop. He asked Councilor Jennings if he had spoken with Turkey Hill and Councilor 

Jennings stated that the bus company’s letter indicates that they did.   Councilor Jennings 

said that Turkey Hill is open 24 hours a day and that was a safety factor. 

 

 

Correspondence and other communications 

Borough Secretary Poltanis summarized the following correspondence: 

1. Wayne Co. Redevelopment Authority, Form DCED-CDBG-001  

 

Motion: CDBG Form Requirement  

Juanita Pisano moved that Honesdale Borough execute the required DCED form for the 

Community Development Block Grant Program.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Banes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye 

 

2. B&B Diversified Enterprises for Fowler Oil Company, installation of monitoring well 

on Delaware St. 

 

DPW Director Doney stated that he met with the B&B Diversified representative and 

obtained the agreement for Council’s review.  Solicitor Henry stated that the Borough is 

involved by geography.  Director Doney stated that about 27 wells have already been 

installed.  

 

Motion: B&B Diversified Enterprises   

Bill Canfield moved to approve the request of B&B Diversified Enterprises under contract 

with Fowler Oil Company for the installation of the proposed monitoring well location on 

unpaved/gravel area in the Borough’s right-of-way on Delaware Street.  Scott Smith 

seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Dan Banes, Aye Robert Jennings, Aye 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Scott Smith, Aye Bill Canfield, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye 
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Streets Committee Report 

Councilor Canfield stated that Kovatch Ford actually accepted two vehicles toward the 

purchase of the new chassis so that in the end Kovatch Ford will present a check to the 

Borough for $7,270.10.  

 

Motion: Acceptance of Trade-In for the 2008 Dodge Ram 

Bill Canfield moved to accept the trade-in proposal received from Kovatch Ford Inc. for 

the 2008 Dodge Ram 3500 in the amount of $24,000.00.  Dan Barnes seconded the motion.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Dan Banes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Scott Smith, Aye  Harry DeVrieze, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye 

James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion   Adjournment 

Scott Smith moved for adjournment at 7:59 PM.  Dan Barnes seconded the motion.   

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis, Borough Secretary 

 

 

Attachments: Agenda 

 
  Honesdale Borough Council  

Meeting:  Monday, March 30, 2015     Time: 6:30 PM 

Meeting Location:  958 Main Street, Honesdale (second floor, handicap accessible) 

 AGENDA  

Call meeting to order. 

 Opening Prayer 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

Executive Session   (for police personnel matters, approximately 35 minutes) 

Citizen input, by sign in 

Correspondence and other communications   

3. Wayne Co. Redevelopment Authority, Form DCED-CDBG-001  

4. B&B Diversified Enterprises for Fowler Oil Company, monitoring well on Delaware St. 

Reports of officials and committees 

Streets Committee Report 

1. Trade-in Public Works Vehicle -2008 Dodge Ram 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

 

 


