
Honesdale Borough Council   -Approved Electronic Version 

Regular Meeting:   June 8, 2015     
 

 

Page 1 of 19 

 

 

Call meeting to order 

President James L. Brennan presided at the regular meeting of Honesdale Borough Council 

conducted on May 11, 2015, in Borough Hall, 958 Main Street, Honesdale.  He called the 

meeting to order at 6:00 PM.    All recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Jack Bishop 

led all in prayer. 

 

Present were: Council President James L. Brennan, Council Vice-President Bill Canfield, 

and Councilors Juanita Pisano,   Dan Barnes, and Robert Jennings.  

 

Other Borough officials attending included Borough Secretary Judith Poltanis, Solicitor 

Richard Henry, Mayor Jack Bishop, Fire Chief Steve Bates, Pool Manager Andrea 

Stanton, DPW Director Richard Doney and Police Chief Southerton.  Zoning Officer Dan 

Hnatko joined the meeting at 6:10 PM. 

 

Motion: Police Promotion to Sergeant   

Robert Jennings moved to appoint Officer Donald Thacher to the position of acting 

sergeant to the Honesdale Borough Police Department.  Solicitor Henry interrupted 

Councilor Jennings to state that at the time candidates for the Councilor position would be 

heard. MOTION DIED TO LACK OF SECOND. This motion was brought up again under 

the Safety Committee report. 

 

Vacancy on Council 

President Brennan and Solicitor Henry spoke briefly about the vacancy on Council left by 

the resignation of Harry DeVrieze and invited candidates for the position to speak.  The 

following did: 

1. Troy Johnson – He stated that he has lived in the Borough since 1973 and that he is a 

retired telephone worker having worked for 32 years in the field.  He has been retired 

since 2005 and asked for consideration for the position. 

2. Leonard Silberman -- He stated that he has lived in the Borough for about 16 years and 

is a retired science and physics teacher and works currently at the drivers licensing 

center. Mr. Silberman stated that he lives near the library. 

 

Motion: Motion to Fill Vacancy  

Bob Jennings moved to appoint Troy Johnson to the Honesdale Borough Council effective 

today.  Bill Canfield seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Mr. Johnson completed the Residency Affidavit before Secretary Poltanis who is a notary 

public and was sworn in by Mayor Bishop.  He took his seat at the Councilor’s table.   

 

Dan Hnatko, Zoning Officer, arrived at the meeting at 6:10 PM. 
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Proclamation – Independents Week 

Mayor Bishop presented the Greater Honesdale Partnership’s Shop Local Committee with 

a proclamation declaring Independents Week in Honesdale from June 28 through July 4, 

2015. 

 

GHP members Brian Wilken and Jane Theobald stated that there would be an Indy 

Challenge to shop locally for one week.  All those registered will be eligible to win a 

contest which will have 3 prize winners.  Mayor Bishop read aloud the proclamation.  

 

Dan Hnatko, Zoning Officer, left the meeting at 6:15 PM. 

 

Police Department Promotions 

Motion: Police Promotions Lieutenant, and Sergeants,  

Robert Jennings moved to appoint Officer Langman to permanent position of Lieutenant of 

the Honesdale Police Department effective June 8, 2015. Robert Jennings moved to 

appoint Officer Keith Colombo to the position of sergeant for the Honesdale Police 

Department effective June 8, 2015 Solicitor Henry stated that the motion ratifies a previous 

motion.  Bill Canfield seconded the motion.   MOTION CARRIED.   

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Mayor Bishop swore in the two officers. Officer Langman’s family was present for the 

swearing in ceremony. 

 

Dan Hnatko, Zoning Officer, returned to the meeting at 6:25 PM. 

  

Motion: Resolution #2015-003   

Dan Barnes moved that Resolution #2015-003 which fills the vacancy in elected office be 

adopted.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Troy Johnson, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Action on minutes of previous meetings 

President Brennan stated that if there were no objections, the minutes of the May 11, 2015 

regular meeting and the May 29, 2015 special meeting would be approved.  There were no 

objections. 

 

Citizen input, by sign in 

Dan Hnatko, Zoning Officer, left the meeting at 6:30 PM and returned at 6:40 PM. 
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The following individuals spoke before Borough Council: 

1. Jerry Dulay -- He stated that he was again before Council to ask for a training center 

for the firemen.  He asked Councilor Barnes if a location was found.  Councilor Barnes 

stated that he had been moved from Parks and Recreation Committee to the Zoning 

Committee.  Mr. Dulay stated that he met with DPW Director Doney and that the 

location at the Veterans Park would be ideal. He stated that the group has already 

purchased a double wide and they need a place to put it.  President Brennan stated that 

the property may have been purchased for recreation purposes and feels that it needs to 

be checked. Mr. Dulay would like to meet before the next Council meeting.  Solicitor 

Henry suggested that the meeting be limited to 3 Councilors.  President Brennan stated 

that the meeting would be called by Jerry Dulay and Zoning Officer Hnatko.  

Attending the meeting will be Jerry Dulay, Zoning Officer Hnatko, President Brennan, 

Councilor Barnes, Councilor Johnson, and Mayor Bishop. The meeting will be at 10 

AM on Wednesday, June 10, 2015, at Borough Hall.  President Brennan invited any 

firefighter that Jerry Dulay may want to attend.  

2. Carolyn Lorent –She resides on Parkway Drive. Mrs. Lorent stated that she informed 

Council last year about a dead tree in front of Primo Pizza.  She said that 4 trees are 

now in front of R3 Hardware that are dead.  Mrs. Lorent also stated that in front of 

Councilor Jennings business another dead tree is present.  Councilor Jennings stated 

that Dein Nursery has been contracted to take it down. President Brennan recognized 

Gail Tucker of the Greater Honesdale Partnership who stated that its Shade Tree 

Committee is aware of the trees in front of R3 Hardware and that they would be 

coming down. Ms. Tucker stated that the cost to business owners is a factor which the 

GHP wants to be able to assist with.  She invited Mrs. Lorent to the next monthly 

meeting of the GHP Shade Tree Committee.   

3. Jane Theobald -- She did not wish to speak again. 

4. Colon Bothun and Tina Bothun– Son and mother Civil War reenactors were present to 

make Council aware of their group, the 143
rd

 New York volunteer infantry which is 

based in Sullivan County, NY.  He stated that last year someone invited their group to 

do a Civil War reenactment near the Civil War monument in Central Park.  He stated 

that their group was approached again this year.  He stated that all of their members are 

black- powder certified. He would like to do a living history in the park because he had 

3 ancestors who were in the Civil War.  Tina Bothun stated that the Chamber of 

Commerce asked the group to come to the Park and also Jeff Hiller has contacted them. 

She stated that they have done an encampment in the Hawley Park. Jeff Hiller stated 

that he has contacted them for availability in conjunction with a GHP event but has not 

asked them to participate in any event to date. President Brennan stated that the 

Council would need a request outlining the activities to be done before approval was to 

be granted. Ms. Bothun stated that they “pay to play” and only come when a group 

asks. She stated that she is asking Wayne County residents to “back them up” because 

the monument is in Honesdale. President Brennan asked Ms. Tucker if she could meet 

with them; Ms. Tucker answered in the affirmative.  
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5. Gail Tucker –She was representing Roots & Rhythm and wanted to know if the 

fireworks display which was approved  contingent upon the fire company at the 

location.  Fire Chief Bates stated that Mr. Conway is “ok” with the fire department 

standing by at their stations and he said that there will not be a truck on the Cliff.  He 

stated that Mr. Conway has Indian tanks and that the fire companies cannot go to the 

scene under it is safe to arrive there.   

 

Motion: Roots & Rhythm fireworks display  

Bill Canfield moved to allow Honesdale Roots & Rhythm to have their fireworks display 

with the fire department on call at their stations and Dyberry Fireworks providing 

protection on the Cliff per your (GHP) contract.  Troy Johnson seconded the motion.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Troy Johnson, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

6. Leonard Silberman - did not speak; was a candidate for Councilman. 

7. Randy Kohrs – representative from Roots & Rhythm requested that he be allowed to 

block off the corner of Court Street and 12
th

 Street temporarily while a band arrives for 

the concert.   The combined length of the bus and trailer is about 70 feet.  Councilor 

Barnes and Councilor Canfield inquired about the length of time.  Mr. Kohrs said it 

would be about 10 minutes. President Brennan asked if parking meters were involved 

and Mr. Kohrs said no.  Mr. Kohrs maintained that traffic flow would not be affected. 

 

Motion: Roots & Rhythm   12
th

 & Court St Parking Ban  

Bill Canfield moved to accept Mr. Kohrs proposal with the contingency that Mr. Kohrs be 

responsible for erecting and the removal of the barricades and policing that area. President 

Brennan asked Solicitor Henry if a motion was necessary. Solicitor Henry said that 

Council can just authorize it without a motion. MOTION WITHDRAWN. 

 

Councilor Canfield asked Mr. Kohrs to inform the Police Chief, President Brennan, 

Councilor Jennings and himself what time the bus will arrive.  

 

8. Joseph Coar – He was present if there were any questions concerning his lot addition. 

9. Moises Rivera –a resident of Middletown, NY, sought permission to hold a free Latino 

Festival in Central Park.  He retired in 2011 and will be moving to Honesdale.   He 

stated that his culture is Italian, Dominican and Puerto Rican.  Mr. Rivera stated that 

Fiesta on Main is willing to provide food for the event. His ultimate goal would be to 

open a non-profit that would assist individuals and create jobs.  Councilor Barnes 

clarified with Mr. Rivera that the event was a free event.  Mr. Rivera said yes.   He has 

insurance and will fund the event himself on July 26, 2015.   Councilor Canfield stated 

that when Mr. Rivera has more information then he should resubmit the application to 

the Parks & Recreation Committee and Borough Council. 
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10. Chris Murray –stated that he wanted to address Council about the new water fountain 

in Central Park that the Lion’s Club donated.  He feels that the Home Depot logo on 

the fountain sets a precedent for off-premise advertising as stated in the sign ordinance. 

Mr. Murray stated that 4-5 other businesses were involved with the fountain and no 

other signs were put up. Mr. Murray stated that his business, Platform Industries, does 

business with Home Depot and that his remarks do not reflect an issue with Home 

Depot.  He feels it is a violation of the sign ordinance.  Zoning Officer Hnatko stated 

that Mr. Murray is 100% correct and that the Home Depot sign is third party 

advertising.  Mr. Hnatko stated that a sign like the donated by Honesdale Lions Club or 

a sign in memory of someone within a certain size could be acceptable.  Mr. Hnatko 

stated that as an example Chris (Murray) could donate a bench and slap Platform 

Industries on the back of the bench as donation and put it across the street from his 

business.  Mr. Hnatko stated that this situation could get out of hand.  He stated that we 

(not identified) are working on a sign ordinance where it would be possible to allow a 

small plaque limited in size as a memorial or donation plaque given by a non-profit 

organization.  Mr. Hnatko stated that slapping a Home Depot logo on the side of the 

fountain goes against every sign ordinance the Borough has.  President Brennan stated 

that Council enacts ordinances but that it is up to the police or Mr. Hnatko to enforce it. 

President Brennan stated that it was up to Mr. Hnatko to enforce the sign ordinance.  

Councilor Barnes told Mr. Hnatko to inform the Lion’s Club that the sign would be 

removed by Mr. Hnatko.   Mr. Murray stated that if there was special notation on a 

plaque that is different than placing a sign on the fountain.  

11. Steve Firmstone – He stated that he was representing that Honesdale Greater 

Partnership Banner Committee. Mr. Firmstone stated that the Committee submitted a 

letter to the Borough expanding the current project to include the street light poles on 

the Tallman Bridge.  Discussion ensued about the bridge being owned by PennDot and 

its rules regulating the placement of banners.  Participants included Mr. Firmstone, 

Councilor Canfield, Zoning Officer Hnatko, and Councilor Jennings.  Zoning Officer 

Hnatko stated that nothing can be attached to the street light poles.  Mr. Firmstone 

stated that Christmas decorations, flag and previous banners were attached.  Zoning 

Officer Hnatko stated that that would be addressed next year.  Councilor Jennings 

suggested that Robert Kretschmer be contacted at PennDot to make a determination. 

Zoning Officer Hnatko stated that he would need to know who maintains the poles and 

who owns the poles and he would need a letter from PennDot stating that they don’t 

own the poles.  Jeff Hiller stated that banners were on the bridge when the Lackawaxen 

River was named “River of the Year.”  Mr. Hnatko stated that the rules were not 

enforced then.  Gail Tucker stated that Borough Council approved the banner initiative 

two months ago. President Brennan asked if the Borough Secretary could verify if 

Council gave permission.  Secretary Poltanis stated that she could not at that moment 

but stated that the street light poles are owned by PPL.  Secretary Poltanis asked Ms. 

Tucker if she had secured permission from PPL for the banners.  Ms. Tucker stated that 

even before she was in her position, banners were hung on Main Street, as well as, 

Christmas decorations.  She asserted that obviously permission had been granted.  Ms. 

Tucker stated that “year after year permission was granted by the powers that be”.  
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President Brennan directed the Zoning Officer to find out the legalities of the signs on 

Main Street. Zoning Officer Hnatko stated that there is a big difference between a sign 

and a flag/banner.  President Brennan directed Zoning Officer Hnatko to have a report 

at the next meeting that included the banners and Christmas decorations on Main 

Street. Steve Firmstone stated that he contacted PPL and that he was told that PPL does 

not own the street light poles on the bridge.  Borough Secretary Poltanis verified with 

Mr. Firmstone that the banners were vertical even though his letter stated horizontal. 

12. Kathy Shephard – She stated that she has lived in Honesdale since June 2001.  Ms. 

Shephard stated that when the fire occurred on East Street several years ago she was 

surprised that a modular home was allowed to be built on the lot since there is a 

Historic District.   Zoning Officer Hnatko informed her that the Borough’s zoning does 

not contain a Historic District.  Ms. Shephard pointed out that large signs are displayed 

on Main Street.  President Brennan suggested that she meet with the Zoning Officer.  

Zoning Officer Hnatko invited her to his office Thursday at 9 AM to discuss her issues. 

President Brennan stated that if she was dissatisfied with the Zoning Officer then come 

back to the Borough Council. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Councilor Barnes read aloud a prepared report from Finance Committee Chair Scott Smith 

who was not present at the meeting.  Councilor Smith’s report indicated that at the end of 

July, the Council would be able to pay off the $400,000.00 loan and that the first payment 

of $50,000.00 will be paid toward the 2015 tax anticipation note. 

 

Motion   Approval of Treasurer’s Report  

Dan Barnes moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented pending audit. Juanita 

Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Requests 

The Borough Secretary summarized the requests as follows: 

1. Tina Bothun, request use of Central Park for Civil War encampment/presentation at 

future date 

2. Moises Rivera, request use of Central Park on July 26, 2015 for a Latino Festival. He 

has own company equipment and stage. It will be a free event. 

3. Friends of Science Olympiad, request to close 14
th

 St. from Hillside Ave to West Street 

from 10:45 AM to 11:30 AM for their 2
nd

 annual “Balls Away” fundraiser on June 20, 

2015. 

4. Wayne County Public Library, requests that crosswalk lines be repainted, as well as, 

the handicap parking space 
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5. The ARC of Wayne County, requests permission for the Dyberry Day Camp to use the 

pool from July 1 through July 29, Monday through Friday from noon to 1 PM; will 

work with pool staff as in the past. 

6. Greater Honesdale Partnership, requests six items regarding Sidewalk Sales event July 

17 and 18 including free parking; dressing of the parking meters, car cruise, allowing 

vendors on the sidewalks and closing down specific parking spaces. 

7. Greater Honesdale Partnership, requesting permission to sponsor a fireworks display 

on Irving Cliff on July 3 with a rain date of July 6 along with 5 other requests 

regarding the event. 

8. NHS Human Services, requests permission for program children to use the pool one 

day a week for a rate of $1.50 per child. 

9. Greater Honesdale Partnership Banner Committee request to include banners on the 

General Tallman bridge street light poles added at the meeting. 

10. Roots & Rhythm request to block parking at Court Street and 12
th

 Street for band bus 

and trailer to make turn for June 20 concert added at the meeting. 

 

Secretary Poltanis stated that Requests #1, #2, #9 and #10 were discussed in the Citizens 

Input and asked if they could be removed from consideration. President Brennan stated 

yes.   Request #6 was modified after discussion between Councilor Barnes and Gail Tucker 

since Central Park closes at 9 PM the car cruise would end at 9 PM rather than 11 PM.  

 

Motion: Approval of Requests 

Troy Johnson moved that the requests be approved as amended.  Juanita Pisano seconded 

the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Correspondence and other communications 

President Brennan requested that the Borough Secretary summarize the following 

correspondence:   

1. Wayne Conservation District and Wayne County Quality Assurance Board announced 

grant application period for Wayne County Low Volume Road Program. 

2. Wayne County Dept. of Planning   re: Joseph and Sharon Coar lot addition / no 

detrimental comments 

3. Honesdale Borough Planning Commission  re: Joseph and Sharon Coar lot addition 

/recommend approval 

 

Reports of officials and committees 

Mayor’s Report   

Mayor Jack Bishop stated that he worked on the Parade Committee again this year. He 

hoped younger people will step forward to organize the Memorial Day parade.  He stated 
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that he concurs with the Police Chief on every item on his report 100 percent.  The Mayor 

stated that Rich Doney would explain about the police car situation. 

   

Police Chief’s Report 

Police Chief Southerton asked Deby Gumpper to relate to Council complaints received by 

the Fire Police at the Memorial Day parade about people throwing items from vehicles and 

small children running into the street to retrieve them.  She said the banks walk alongside 

but many fling the candy from vehicles.  Discussions ensue with the following 

participating: Police Chief Southerton, Councilor Barnes, President Brennan and Councilor 

Canfield.  Topics included the enforcement of any recommendations; whether an ordinance 

could be enacted, the Halloween Parade, possible amendments to the parade application.  

President Brennan and Police Chief Southerton agreed to meet to discuss ways to enforce a 

future policy. 

 

Police Chief Southerton stated that the SUV police vehicle was taken out of service due to 

the fact that it won’t pass inspection.   DPW Director Doney stated that repairs to the 

vehicle would cost between $4,500.00 to $5,500.00.  President Brennan stated that the cost 

of a new vehicle would have to be put in next year’s budget.  Police Chief Southerton 

stated that he would make due with 3 cars.  Councilor Jennings said that it should have 

been traded-in earlier in the year.  President Brennan asked if a report could be presented at 

the next meeting to see if there is any way that the money could be found in this year’s 

budget and to bring quotes on the price of vehicles.  DPW Director Doney stated that he 

has a price on a new 4 wheel drive SUV.  Solicitor Henry reminded Councilors that the 

Finance Committee Chair sent a report that stated that revenues are coming in slower than 

last year. Councilor Jennings stated that he would present a report at the next meeting. 

 

Police Chief Southerton requested that Council cover the costs of the background checks 

on the fire police.  The total cost will be $280.00.  There are 7 fire police at $40.00 each. 

 

Motion: Background Checks on Fire Police   

Bill Canfield moved that the fire chief perform the background checks for $20.00 per 

person. Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.   The motion was amended to change “fire 

chief” to “police chief.”  The motion was amended to add “to be paid for by the Borough.”  

The motion was amended to add after the word checks “and/or clearances”.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Aye   Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Police Chief Southerton asked Council to consider purchasing a metal gun safe since the 

police station is not “alarmed.”  Currently the guns are secured in a wooden cabinet with a 

lock but he would like a metal gun safe. Since equipment had gone missing in the past is 

the reason he wants a metal gun safe.  President Brennan asked if there were any monies in 

the police budget for the purchase.  Chief Southerton said that he had already been asked to 
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cut his budget and that what monies are available within the budget are needed that is why 

he is asking Council to find the extra $1,500.00.  President Brennan expressed concerns 

over approving the request without the Finance Committee Chair input.  Councilor Barnes 

stated that he would confer with Councilor Smith and see if any savings from the DPW 

department could be applied to the request. Councilor Barnes said that savings from the 

Borough Hall renovations may be enough.  Secretary Poltanis stated that that money went 

to renovations in the Zoning Department.  Zoning Officer Dan Hnatko stated that his 

department may have monies to reallocate to the police department.  President Brennan 

stated that it can wait 30 days until the Finance Committee Chairman has a chance to 

review it and make a recommendation at the next Council meeting.  

 

Chief Southerton stated that all the police officers have been trained on the use of Narcan 

and asked about the status of the contract with the District Attorney’s office.  President 

Brennan read aloud correspondence dated April 16, 2015 sent to the District Attorney 

requesting a contract so that President Brennan could sign.  The paperwork has not been 

received by the Borough.  

 

Chief Southerton proposed a shift differential for part time police officers. He stated that it 

is only .50 cents per hour.   There was brief discussion between Chief Southerton, 

President Brennan and Secretary Poltanis about the exact amount the shift differential 

would be.  President Brennan stated that it would be the same percentages used in the 

current police contract.   

 

 

Motion: Part Time Police Officers to Receive Shift Differential   

Troy Johnson moved to pay the part time officers the same differential as the full time 

officers.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye  

Dan Barnes, Aye   Robert Jennings, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Police Chief Southerton stated that as per the union contract there are to be two sergeants 

and one lieutenant. 

 

Motion: Acting Sergeant Named  

Bill Canfield moved to appoint Don Thacher to the position of Acting Sergeant with the 

Honesdale Police Department effective June 8, 2015.  Dan Barnes seconded the motion.   

MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye  

Dan Barnes, Aye   Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 
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Mayor Bishop asked Police Chief Southerton to step up patrols on Ridge and Terrace 

Streets because numerous positive comments have been received.  He also asked for 

patrols on Cliff Street, Park Street and Church Streets.  President Brennan stated that he 

received positive comments, too.  

 Fire Chief’s Report   
Fire Chief Steve Bates stated that he is working with Dan Hnatko regarding fire codes that 

will be presented to Council at a future date for consideration for adoption.    Zoning 

Officer Hnatko stated in his personal opinion Council should adopt a Knox Box ordinance.  

      

Parking Report      
Councilor Bill Canfield read aloud the parking report for the month of May 2015.  

 

 

Director of Public Works Report     
Aqua PA – Honesdale Main Street Main Replacement Update 

DPW Director Doney stated that Aqua has not awarded the contract yet. The water main 

replacement project will begin July 6 from 6:30 PM until 6 AM seven days a week.  All 

the tie-ins will be done during the day and all the ADA requirements will be done during 

the day as per PennDot requirements, he said.  The project is scheduled to be completed on 

October 31, 2015. 

 

Flood Control Project Inspection Report 

DPW Director Doney stated that an inspection was conducted on June 3 and that the 

Borough passed.  Normal maintenance of weed whacking and cutting the brush will be 

done in the winter. 

 

Finance Committee Report 

Councilor Barnes read a prepared report from Finance Committee Chair Smith.  Revenues 

are down about $50,000.00 due to taxes coming in slowly.  Taxes received are at 53%.  

Last year taxes received by this time were 79%.   Councilor Smith’s report recommended 

that $4,000 be given to each of the four fire companies. 

 

Motion: Distribution to Fire Companies   

Dan Barnes moved to make a $4,000.00 distribution to each of the four fire companies for 

a total of $16,000.00.   Bill Canfield seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye   Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Motion: Dempsey Uniform Contract   

Dan Barnes moved that Council give the required 90-day written notice prior to the 

expiration of the existing contract to Dempsey Uniform & Linen supply.  Juanita Pisano 

seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 
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Bill Canfield, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye  

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Building & Zoning Committee Report 

Councilor Barnes stated that he and Zoning Officer Hnatko met and discussed ways to gain 

extra revenue by doing inspections.  Zoning Officer Hnatko stated that he is participating 

in a pilot program with HUD whereby he will be doing inspections for them.  He stated 

that instead of the $140.00 fee, he would charge $90.00.  Mr. Hnatko stated that they are 

happy with the speed of his inspections where they previously were 3 weeks; he is doing 

them in 1 or 2 days. The program will end in 1 or 2 months and he is hoping that a contract 

will be offered to the Borough.  

 

Zoning Officer Hnatko stated that he has scheduled a meeting on Thursday with the Wayne 

County personnel who wrote the county tax program to get quotes on software for his 

department.  

 

Councilor Barnes asked Zoning Officer Hnatko to update Councilors on the Hoff building 

incident.  Mr. Hnatko stated that the fire department and police department were notified of 

the building’s condition.  He stated that the building was never condemned properly so that 

it will take time legally to hire an engineer and to go to court.  He stated that the 

demolition of the building would be between $50,000.00 and $60,000.00.  Mr. Hnatko 

stated that something has to be done since the sides will fall out and there will be a disaster 

on 13
th

 Street.  He stated that he will be getting his ducks in a row.   Councilor Barnes 

stated that the DPW barricades will be used at the Roots & Rhythm event.  Mr. Hnatko 

stated that instead of concrete barriers, he could use fencing which would cost between 

$300.00 to $400.00.  Councilor Barnes and Mr. Hnatko discussed the square footage 

involved in securing the area and the difficulties contacting the property owner.  Councilor 

Canfield suggested contacting the tax office for information.  Mr. Hnatko stated that the 

owner has cut the padlocks that the Borough has put on the building to gain entry. 

 

Motion: Coar Lot Addition   

Dan Barnes moved to recommend approval of the Joseph and Sharon Coar lot addition. 

Bill Canfield seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye  

Dan Barnes, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Zoning Officer Hnatko asked if the agreement with Northeast Inspection Consultants 

would be signed.  President Brennan stated that it would be voted on at the next meeting 

after the Solicitor reviews it. 
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Parks & Recreation Committee Report 

Motion: Hiring of Lifeguard   

Juanita Pisano moved to ratify the hiring of the following lifeguard for the 2015 season at 

the rates on the established pool rate chart:  Noah Pietraszewski. Bill Canfield seconded 

the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Troy Johnson, Aye   Dan Barnes, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Motion: Opening Date for the Pool   

Juanita Pisano moved to announce that the pool will be open to the public on June 22 given 

that everything is ready.  Individuals can obtain memberships and swim lessons beginning 

June 19.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye   Dan Barnes, Aye 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Dan Hnatko left the meeting at 8:10 PM. 

 

DPW Director Doney explained that he spoke with a pool specialist and that the paint that 

was ordered for the pool was sent back less a restocking fee since it has been explained to 

him that the paint does not last as long as stated.  He also stated that the pool would be 

filled on Wednesday.   

 

Discussion ensued with the following participating:  DPW Director Doney, Councilor 

Canfield, President Brennan and Andrea Stanton. Topics included including repairs in next 

year’s budget, adding a new pool in the budget, and funding opportunities. Andrea Stanton 

stated that if the pool can make it through the winter, renovations should begin earlier so 

that the pool can open earlier.  She will evaluate things over the summer and make 

recommendations at the end of the season. 

 

Mayor Bishop related the history of the pool from 1994.  A variety of ideas were put forth 

for the future including fundraising for the pool and enclosing the pool with Plexiglas 

sides. Discussion participants were Mayor Bishop, President Brennan, Andrea Stanton and 

Councilor Canfield. 

 

Motion: Reimbursement to Lifeguards for Clearances  

Juanita Pisano moved to reimburse the costs of clearances or fingerprinting to individual 

lifeguards who need to obtain them prior to the Borough account set ups for child 

clearances, background and fingerprinting take effect. Dan Barnes seconded the motion. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  

Troy Johnson, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 
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Grants Committee Report 

 Juanita Pisano provided updates on the following grants: 

1. Monroe County Gaming Grant / Local Share Grant - The Borough was contacted to 

inform us that a grant award in the amount of $250,000 will be awarded to Wayne 

Memorial Hospital for the purchase of a new CT scanner.  Revised paperwork must 

be submitted for the grant award to go forward.   

2. Wayne Conservation District - An application was submitted for a grant under the 

Wayne County Low Volume Road Program for work on Watts Hill.   

3. Community Development Block Grant -Surveys are still being conducted for 

projects on Corey Street, Old Willow Avenue, Cottage Street, Wood Avenue, and 

Castle Street.    Paperwork must be completed as soon as possible.   

4. CDBG Grant Update Handicap accessible playground equipment has been selected 

to fulfill a 2012-2013 CDBG grant award. Rich Doney is obtaining an updated 

quote which includes shipping.  The grant award is $22,886.00 which includes the 

purchase, shipping and installation with ground cover all coming from the CDBG 

funds.   

5. Body Armor Reimbursement  Police Chief Southerton has informed me that the 

Borough will be receiving a $4,000.00 reimbursement for the body armor 

purchased last year.    

6. USDA Grant Application  She will be meeting with the USDA agent to begin 

paperwork for a grant application for the purchase of a new police vehicle (Type: 

2016 Expedition  for $46,263.63 

 

Safety Committee Report 

Councilor Jennings stated that he was contacted by Michael Morris last week and that he 

was informed by Mr. Morris that the Councilors were going to be sued again.  Councilor 

Jennings stated that in his opinion the Anchor Loan Program is in serious trouble.  He 

stated that the cost to the Borough for the insurance company was $2,500.00 of taxpayer’s 

money for something that was withdrawn.  He said that it was confirmed that a lawsuit will 

be served upon the Borough probably this week.  Councilor Jennings stated that he 

consulted Solicitor Henry and that on July 18, Solicitor Henry wrote a letter to Councilor 

Smith putting Mr. Morris on notice of how much they were to pay for interest and offered 

to assist Councilor Smith if needed.  Councilor Jennings stated that they owe $5,943.42 

and that nothing has been paid. Last year a letter was sent to the District Attorney’s office 

and he does not know what position or actions that the office has taken in the matter.  

Councilor Canfield asked if the District Attorney’s office contacted him by letter or email. 

Councilor Jennings stated that he and Solicitor Henry met at the District Attorney’s office. 

 

Motion: Investigation of Smith-Morris Loan  

Robert Jennings moved that the Borough of Honesdale request an investigation of the 

entire Smith-Morris loan matter by the Pennsylvania Attorney General and/or the 

Pennsylvania Auditor General at the direction of our solicitor, Richard Henry.  Bill 

Canfield seconded the motion.  President Brennan asked Solicitor Henry his opinion on the 

motion.  Solicitor Henry stated that The Dime Bank foreclosed on the building and that a 
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Sherriff’s sale is scheduled in August on the property. Solicitor Henry stated that there is 

about half a million dollars’ worth of debt ahead of the Borough who is the third lien 

holder on the property.   He explained that the Borough made the loan pursuant to the 

DCED grant obtained from the Commonwealth. The mortgage money would be paid back 

to the Borough who would then use the money to fund other endeavors.  Solicitor Henry 

stated that the Borough was sued in Federal court with the principal complaint being 

dismissed but a portion of the state part was withdrawn from the Middle District court.  

Now it appears that a summons exists but no complaint has been filed against past, current 

and former members of Council, he said. Solicitor Henry stated that the Borough may be 

called upon by the Commonwealth to pay the money back because it didn’t properly 

administer the loan. Councilor Jennings stated that a letter to that fact was received. 

Solicitor Henry stated that an inter-creditor agreement was done between the Borough and 

The Dime Bank so the Borough went from 4 to 3 in the lien holder positions. The monies 

loaned from the Borough to Smith-Morris were to be used to pay off the loan to The Dime 

Bank. Solicitor Henry stated that a general understanding was that when Smith-Morris 

received the money from the Borough, the money was to pay down the loan from The 

Dime Bank. The general allegations in the Federal litigation will be similar in the state 

court litigation according to Solicitor Henry. The challenge is that the Borough did not 

properly receive the money, did not properly process the money, and did not properly 

disburse the money. He said that he thought the Borough did it properly.  The motion will 

determine if that is the case.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Troy Johnson, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

 

Streets Committee Report 

Juanita Pisano left the meeting at 8:33 PM and returned at 8:35 PM. 

 

Councilor Canfield opened the one bid received from Don Sheldon of Beech Grove 

Enterprises for the sale of the recycling vehicle. 

 

Motion: Bid Opening for Recycling Truck 

Bill Canfield moved to accept the bid from Donald Sheldon/ Beech Grove Enterprises for 

the sale of the recycling vehicle in the amount of $1,500.00.  Dan Barnes seconded the 

motion.  The motion was amended to add “waiving any informalities regarding the 

submission of the bid.”  MOTION CARRIED.   Police Chief Southerton asked if the 

money could be used for his metal gun safe purchase. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Troy Johnson, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 
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Councilor Canfield opened the one bid for the sale of the recycling equipment from James 

Poltanis, Waymart. 

 

Motion: STREETS:  

Bill Canfield moved to accept the bid from James Poltanis for the sale of the recycling 

containers in the amount of $60.00.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

Councilor Canfield announced that a handicap parking space was installed near the 

property of Dorothy Brown.  

 

Ordinances and Resolutions 

Motion: Ordinance No. #655  

Dan Barnes moved to adopt proposed Ordinance No. 655 which amends Chapter 166, 

Sewers, repealing certain and various sections including those provisions enacted under 

Honesdale Borough Ordinances 579 and 587 and recognizing Ordinance 633 parts thereof, 

consistent with the assumption, ownership, operation and control of the former Honesdale 

Municipal Central sewage collection and treatment system by the Central Wayne Regional 

Authority. Juanita Pisano seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Bill Canfield, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye   Robert Jennings, Aye  

Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Review and authorization to pay bills 

 

Motion:   Invoices Paid Under Resolution #2014-023  

Dan Barnes moved that the list of checks and ACH payments paid under Resolution 

#2014-023 since the last meeting be approved as presented. Robert Jennings seconded the 

motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Dan Barnes, Aye   Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye 

Troy Johnson, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion:  Bills Payable Report -  GENERAL FUND  

Dan Barnes moved to authorize payment of invoices in the General Fund List in the 

amount of $48,677.54.  Juanita Pisano seconded the motion. Councilor Barnes stated that 

the amount includes the Highhouse Fuel invoices that arrived after the invoice list was 

created.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 
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Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye  Dan Barnes, Aye  

Robert Jennings, Aye  Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion:  Bills Payable Report -  LIQUID FUELS FUND  

Dan Barnes moved to authorize payment of invoices in the Liquid Fuels Fund List in the 

amount of $448.43.  Robert Jennings seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Robert Jennings, Aye  Juanita Pisano, Aye  Troy Johnson, Aye 

Dan Barnes, Aye   Bill Canfield, Aye  James Brennan, Aye 

 

 

Motion   Adjournment 

Dan Barnes moved for adjournment of the meeting at 8:43 PM.  Juanita Pisano seconded 

the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

Judith Poltanis 

Borough Secretary 

Attachments: Agenda 

  Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 
  Honesdale Borough Council  

Meeting:  Monday, June 8, 2015     Time: 6 PM 

Meeting Location:  958 Main Street, Honesdale (second floor, handicap accessible) 

 AGENDA  

Call meeting to order. 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

Appointment to Fill Council Seat Vacancy 

 Nominations and Election 

 Resolution #2015-003 

 Affidavit and Swearing In 

Mayor  

 Proclamation – Independent’s Week 

 Swearing in of Police Personnel 

Action on minutes of previous meeting(s) 

 May 11, 2015 regular meeting 

 May 29, 2015 special meeting 

Citizen input, by sign in 

Treasurer’s Report 

 Accept pending audit   

 

Requests 

1. Tina Bothun, request use of Central Park for Civil War encampment/presentation at future date 

2. Moises Rivera, request use of Central Park on July 26, 2015 for a Latino Festival. He has own company equipment 

and stage. It will be a free event. 
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3. Friends of Science Olympiad, request to close 14th St. from Hillside Ave to West Street from 10:45 AM to 11:30 

AM for their 2nd annual “Balls Away” fundraiser on June 20, 2015. 

4. Wayne County Public Library, requests that crosswalk lines be repainted, as well as, the handicap parking space 

5. The ARC of Wayne County, requests permission for the Dyberry Day Camp to use the pool from July1 through July 

29, Monday through Friday from noon to 1 PM; will work with pool staff as in the past. 

6. Greater Honesdale Partnership, requests six items regarding Sidewalk Sales event July 17 and 18 including free 

parking; dressing of the parking meters, car cruise, allowing vendors on the sidewalks and closing down specific 

parking spaces. 

7. Greater Honesdale Partnership, requesting permission to sponsor a fireworks display on Irving Cliff on July 3 with a 

rain date of July 6 along with 5 additional requests regarding the event. 

8. NHS Human Services, requests permission for program children to use the pool one day a week for a rate of $1.50 

per child. 

Correspondence and other communications 

1. Wayne Conservation District and Wayne County Quality Assurance Board announced grant application period for 

Wayne County Low Volume Road Program. 

2. Wayne County Dept. of Planning   re: Joseph and Sharon Coar lot addition / no detrimental comments 

3. Honesdale Borough Planning Commission  re: Joseph and Sharon Coar lot addition /recommend approval 

 

Reports of officials and committees 

Solicitor 

Mayor’s Report   

 Police Chief’s Report     

 Fire Chief’s Report      (in addition to written report) 

 Parking Report     (in addition to written report) 

Director of Public Works Report    (in addition to written report) 

1. Aqua PA – Honesdale Main Street Main Replacement Update 

2. Flood Control Project Inspection Report 

Finance Committee Report 

1. Monthly Budget Reports 

2. Distribution to Fire Companies 

Building & Zoning Committee Report (in addition to written report) 

1. Zoning Officer Report 

2. Joseph and Sharon Coar lot addition 

Parks & Recreation Committee Report 

1.  Pool Update 

2.  Lifeguard Responsibility List Revisions 

Grants Committee Report 

Stormwater Committee Report 

Safety Committee Report 

Streets Committee Report 

1. Recycling Vehicle Bid Opening 

2. Recycling Equipment Bid Opening 

3. Status update on Handicap Parking Space – Dorothy Brown 

Ordinances or Resolutions 

1. Proposed Ordinance #655 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

New business 

Review and authorization to pay bills 

1. Bill Payables Report Pursuant to Resolution #2014-023 

2. Bill Payables Report – General Fund  

3. Bill Payables Report – Liquid Fuels Fund 

 

Adjournment 
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Unfinished Business Not Ready for Action: 
1. Parks & Recreation: New guidelines for small children’s use of main pool 

2. Safety Committee:  Full-Time Clerical Position for Police Dept. 

3. Safety Committee:  Emergency Action Plan to Wayne County EMA 

4. Street Committee:  UGI Penn Natural Gas, Inc. annual request for 2015 construction projects 

5. Street Committee:  Recycling Roll Off Offer from Wayne County 

6. Ad-hoc Committee:  One Way Traffic Complaint Committee 

7. Ad-hoc Committee for the revisions of Chapter 195 –Jennings and Canfield 

8. Ad-hoc Committee for the Fred R Miller Pavilion rules revision –Barnes, Smith and Canfield 

 

Business Waiting Outside Action: 

1. Planning & Zoning:  Zoning Ordinance Update /Planning Commission  

2. Safety Committee:  Drug Task Force Ordinance Amendment Update /Wayne Co D.A.  

3. Safety Committee:  CVS Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement/ CVS 

4. Ad-hoc Committee:  Insurance and Workplace Safety visit 

5. Wayne Co DA /Commonwealth Health EMS agreement with Police Department Contract 

6. Christina Siepiela –resubmittal for speed reduction on Cliff Street, speed limit signs and Children at Play signs be 

posted on Cliff Street by PennDot. 

 

 

 

     Treasurer's Report          Page 1 

May 31, 2015 
      Asset     Liability 

General Fund 
    Checking Account $218,278.26  

 
Tax Anticipation Note $200,000.00  

Savings Account $2,620.06  
 

2015 G. O. Note    
(3YR) $34,707.53  

   

2011 General 
Obligation Note(4YR) $59,935.47  

               

Payroll Fund 
    Checking  Account $1,870.07  

             

Parks and Recreation Fund 
    

     Savings Account $3,381.44  
   

               

Highway Aid Fund 
    Checking Account $1,697.60  

   Savings Account $133,076.92  
   CD Due 06/30/2015 $29,497.46  
    CD Due 09/10/15 $17,466.89  
             

Local Services Tax Fund 
    HNB Checking Account $3,886.00  

             

G.O. Sinking Fund 
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MMDA $14,397.45  
             

Fire Loss Escrow 
    Checking Account $13,324.84  

             

Rev. Doherty Fund 
    Savings Account $20,510.14  

             

Pension Fund 
    MMDA Account $20,619.23  

             

Police Grant Account 
    Checking $805.45  

             

Disaster Assistance 
    Checking Account $12,667.94  

             

GO SINKING FUND 2014 
  

2014 Loader Loan $46,959.65  

Checking Account $245.87  
        DPW SINKING FUND 2011 

  
2011 Truck Loan $30,396.00  

MMDA Account $5,905.81  
   CONTINGENCY FUND  

    Checking Account $2,039.11  
   2011 G.O. Note 

    MMDA Account $9,664.65        

Parks & Rec  
    Checking Account $167.50  

   G.O. Sinking Fund 2015 

    MMDA Account $4,997.78  
   Sub-totals $517,120.47  
  

$371,998.65  

Difference 
  

$145,121.82  
  

 


