
Housing Committee
Monday, April 8, 2019

7:00 p.m.
Police Training Room, 4th Floor

Municipal Building, Jamestown, New York

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairwoman  Vickye  James,  Councilman  Brent  Sheldon,  Councilwoman
Tamu Graham-Reinhardt

MEMBERS ABSENT:   
 

OTHERS PRESENT: Councilwoman  Maria  Jones,  Council  President  Carrubba,  Director  of
Development Vincent DeJoy, Deputy Fire Chief Sam Salemme, Director of Public Safety/ Police
Chief Harry Snellings, Dr. Lillian Ney, Mary Maxwell, Natalie Whiteman

Councilwoman James called the meeting to order. 

The minutes from the March 4th meeting were approved.

No members of the public appeared to address the committee. 

General Discussion

Councilwoman James: Vince would you like to join us and is  there anything that you
would like to share with us?

Mr. DeJoy: Basically, what I’m here to tell the Housing Committee is that during a
closed session of the council work session I will be presenting some new ideas and methods and
ways to better enforce our residential rental registration law that we have on the books. That’s
been on the books since 2010. We’ve been working on it for a while, basically trying to get the
technology, our technology, to catch up with enforcement of this part of the code. Stay tuned
and we’ll be able to give you a better explanation of how we’re going to be enforcing it in the
next month or so that we will be rolling out and actually some of it would start right away.
That’s all I can tell you at this point.

Councilman Sheldon: It’s well needed.

Councilwoman James: Is there any other business for the Housing Committee? 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
             James N. Olson

  Director of Administrative Services/City Clerk 
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The meeting was reopened to address questions from attendees.

Ms. Maxwell: What did he say?

Councilwoman James: Elam; there were two requests for a light.

Ms. Maxwell: They talked to me about that and I said there’s a procedure you
have to go through. 

Councilwoman James: And that was at 19 Elam. 

Ms. Maxwell: 19 and what was the other one?

Councilwoman James: It was a sidewalk. This is all about 19, but the other one was about
a sidewalk in the area.

Ms. Maxwell: In general, the sidewalk in the whole Elam block, or just a certain
section? Do you know?

Mrs. Patti: I don’t know. 

Ms. Maxwell: These people are rolling with it. They’re going to be the strong
ones in the group this year. Candace…

Councilwoman Carrubba: If you have a question about a sidewalk, I know if it’s a tree that
raised the sidewalk, the city takes care of it. If it’s just a problem with the sidewalk, it’s on the
homeowner. Unfortunately. I’ve been down this road before. It used to be years ago. I don’t
know when the law changed.

Dr. Ney: There was a group already talking about safe housing, I guess. I was very
concerned about the lead issue. I chair the Health Care Action Team; I’m very concerned about
the lead toxicity in children. It seems like it’s a repeating problem. You know, you heard this five
years ago, you hear it now and I so I  asked to meet with the Health Department, with the
people that have all the records and know the most about it. We met and Brent works in that
department of course and the more you hear, the more you feel so frustrated. You were at one
of the meetings too and we talked about it and in the larger context of course, inevitably we’re
talking about the rental registration and licensing again, which was a difficult topic before. And I
know it’s difficult. But the lead issue is so tied in and I guess the thing that frustrates me is that
there are a lot of cities our size in New York State that have a functioning program. I knew
about Geneva to begin with and I know Vince knows about it too because some years ago, they
had a kind of a policy where DSS was involved,  Department of  Social  Services, in terms of
checking out the houses and if lead was not taken care of  then, except for emergency, they
were not given dollars  for the rent.  And so, I  guess they used that as a kind of a punitive
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method. We’ve talked about positive measures like incentivizing the landlords and all that stuff.
We go around in circles a little bit and in some of the meetings there have been renters and at
some of the meetings there have been landlords. JRC actually is heading up the sub-unit of
rental  registration and licensing because it’s the licensing that’s  really the key, not just the
registration. We have the registration in our code, I looked it up and saw it, but if you think it’s
working then you don’t have to keep meeting, but it doesn’t seem to be. 

Councilwoman James: I  think what  we’re  going to be hearing during the full  session,
when  Vince  explains  to  us,  I  know  they’ve  been  working  on  it  to  revamp  it.  I’m  kind  of
interested to hear what they have to say. I hope you’re able to go to the full session so you can
hear what’s going on and how it’s going to work. 

Dr. Ney: Yes, but there are so many models out there. If we just have to get the
willpower to go through this all together because the models are there; Geneva, Oswego, all
those people have it.

Ms. Whiteman: Even Olean now has one.

Dr. Ney: Olean, yes. I just feel in my heart we’ve got to do better.

Ms. Whiteman: It’s not just a registration program. We’re not looking at just putting all
the landlords’ names on a list, but we’re looking at some kind of an inspection program. And
truthfully the Department of Social Services, as we are now Health and Human Services, they
are  getting  the  feeling  that  this  is  something  that  is  coming  down  the  pipe.  That  this  is
something that eventually rental  assistance is going to require. If  you are getting assistance
from the state for paying your rent, you’re going to have to be in an apartment that is in some
way shape or form inspected.

Dr. Ney: We don’t have to wait for that. Geneva has been doing it for a few years,
yes. I mean the schools are stuck with the problems that the kids have. Here we are, they’re
having a new school up in the – the Leap Program is having a consolidated school for children
that are having trouble learning and all this kind of stuff, but the reality of it is, who knows? Are
we second in the state? 

Ms. Whiteman: We were fifth. I have not gotten word back from the state. I do know
we’ve been as high as third, but that was about ten years ago. 

Dr. Ney: We’ve got to – if we can all work together and support council, I know, is
maybe  feeling  that  it’s  a  nerve-wracking  hotseat,  but  we’ll  do  everything  we  can  to  be
supportive of anything; op-eds, whatever needs to be done. We just don’t have it organized
enough to say… It’s got to have teeth. We have all these ideas and I don’t know if they’ve gone
anywhere; maybe in the minutes or something. But, have a lottery and only have certain – have
it gradual. You’re still going to need licensing. Do it alphabetically or every fifth or new ones or
when a property is sold; a lot of places do that at the point of sale, then they step in and have a
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look to see if it’s bad. And I know. If you take a ride with the police and go on these calls, they
find all kinds of bad things. And the other thing in Geneva; it’s interesting and I could only pray
that that could work here, but the Fire Department take an inspection of what’s underneath
there. 

There being no more business, the meeting was adjourned.
James N. Olson
Director of Administrative Services/ City Clerk
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