
Housing Committee
Monday, July 15, 2019

7:15 p.m.
Police Training Room, 4th Floor

Municipal Building, Jamestown, New York

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairwoman  Vickye  James,  Councilman  Brent  Sheldon,  Councilwoman
Tamu Graham-Reinhardt

MEMBERS ABSENT:   
 

OTHERS PRESENT: Councilwoman Maria Jones, Director of Development Vince DeJoy

Councilwoman James called the meeting to order. 

The minutes from the June 17, 2019 meeting were approved.

Remarks from the Community

Jeanette Jones 66 West 11th Street: I have concerns with the auto store with the semis, the 18-
wheelers coming up and down the street with the kids playing. Furthermore, I came to all the
meetings with the contractor and the developer and he said there would be no 18-wheelers;
you can go back and look in the Jamestown Post Journal and his comments. No 18-wheelers are
going to be coming on the street. Period. He said it would be the smaller ones, the box ones,
with the smaller trucks coming. You can go back to the Post Journal and look at the reports. He
said no 18-wheelers. We were fine with that. That’s fib number one. Fib number two; he said
no deliveries past 12:00 at night. Go to the Post Journal and look at the report from the Post
Journal and the guy, he came and you can see about a month or so ago and he said that yes, he
did say no deliveries past 12:00, no 18-wheelers on the street. That’s fib number two. I wish I
had said at  the meetings,  are you going to put  that  in writing.  I  wish I  had said that.  And
apparently, he must not have told the board that. He must not have said that to the board. 18-
wheelers on a residential street? Regardless of what the bylaws said or the charter says, 18-
wheelers on a residential street? Come on now. There should not be 18-wheelers going up and
down the street with children on the street. We have children on the street. We do have a lot
of senior citizens. Maybe three weeks ago, my neighbor, Mrs. Heberle, she had to go to an
appointment. The 18-wheeler was blocking her driveway. She couldn’t get out and her friend
taking her to the doctors, she went up to the guy and told him to move. Now they blocked my
driveway. I have MS.  I cannot get out either. He blocked our driveways. They should not be
coming on the street. Especially when that guy specifically said, in the meeting, and you guys all
agreed and everything and okay, no 18-wheelers. He said that. He said the small box trucks. 
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Mr. Olson: I’ll  pull  the  minutes  of  the  Planning  Commission.  I  remember
being there.  

Councilwoman James: He did say that. We were there when he came.

Ms. Jones: Yes, he did. Pull the minutes and go, like I said, the Post Journal.
He said it, he got it and no past 12:00. I use a C-PAP machine and I sleep downstairs because I
can’t do stairs, and those trucks are coming, at the latest, 2:15, 2:30 in the morning. I’ve heard
them. Now, they used to leave the trucks idling. And in the wintertime, they idle them all the
time. In the summertime, I heard them idling a couple of times, not all the time. I’m not going
to get up out of my pajamas and go take pictures, but I do have pictures of them blocking the
driveways. I talked to Taylor and I was on my porch and I’ve got pictures of them blocking my
driveway and everything. 18-wheelers at least twice a week during the daytime that I’m sitting
on my porch. C’mon now. I believe in friendly competition also, but why lie to us? 

And also, Eleventh Street is a wide street, a brick street, an old-fashioned brick street.
We have a ceramic sewer system. How many times can those trucks go up the street and make
those sewers  collapse? Who’s  going  to pay  for  that?  Us?  I  bought  my house.  I’m a single
mother; I bought my house. Boy, did I struggle. I’m still struggling. Are we going to pay for that
sewer system collapsing because he’s got all these 18-wheelers going up and down Eleventh
Street? It’s a brick street. An old-fashioned beautiful brick street. I don’t go care if they go up
and down the brick streets and tear up the car. I love them. They’re beautiful, I don’t care.
When I went to Love School, I don’t know if you remember, there were wooden bricks up by
Love School and they tore them up. The bricks are beautiful. They tear up your car, they go up
and down, up and down. Then somebody’s going to tear those brick streets up and then the
ceramic sewer system is going to collapse. And then what’s going to happen? The city used to
pay for this much in the terrace, now we the homeowners are going to pay for this much out
into the street, so now, we’ve got to pay for the collapsed sewer system because these semis
are going up and down, up and down, up and down the street. I don’t have any money.  But like
I said, the kids going up and down the street and the elderly. I don’t like lies being said to us. If
he had box trucks, fine. But not these semis blocking the street. Like I said, I could show you a
few pictures right now. 

Councilwoman Jones: Yes, when we came in, Jeanette, we mentioned this right off the
bat and the Police Chief said just call the police; they shouldn’t be there. 

Ms. Jones: Call the police and they’ll take an hour, forty-five minutes to get
there and they won’t be there.

Councilwoman Jones: Have you called them?

Ms. Jones: I’ve  called  them  before.  I  said  they  were  blocking  the  street;
they’re blocking my driveway. They show up, what, forty-five minutes later. 

Councilwoman Jones: They’re already gone?
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Ms. Jones: They’re gone. What difference is it going to make? It won’t make
any difference. If I said I’m killing somebody who’s on the northside, they’d be there in a half an
hour. If I was killing somebody on Pleasantview Street, they’d be there in five minutes. So, it’s
not going to make a difference, really. I did call them one time and it took them too long to get
there. I’m not going to waste my time. 

Councilwoman James: Well I  would suggest – when you called, when he blocked your
driveway was it during the day or at night?

Ms. Jones: It was during the day. I had to go to the doctor’s office.

Councilwoman James: But at nighttime, I would call. I would call every time. Just call. I
would just call. If it’s at midnight, call. I would call the police every time. I would suggest you
call every time. It gives a paper trail too.

Councilwoman Jones: It does. How many tickets a driver can get before the driver…….

Councilwoman James: If they wake you up at night,  you don’t have to take a picture.
Don’t get up and take a picture, but call. You’ve got to report it because if they don’t know,
nobody knows, it’s going to continue to happen. At midnight – you don’t have to get up out of
your bed to take a picture, if you’ve got your phone next to you, call. You know the sound of a
truck so I would just call. Just call the police. Don’t get out of bed, just call and say they’re here,
can you help me out.

Councilwoman Jones: If they didn’t intend for them to have deliveries at midnight, then
why is the place open?

Ms. Jones: The store’s not open. They must have people in there to unlock…
Somebody’s in there to receive it.

Councilwoman Jones: Somebody’s  in there to receive the truck and if  they said they
weren’t going to do that, then all they would have to do is shut that down. 

Councilman Sheldon: This has been an issue in the past and I know Larry Scalise has
been down there to talk about it. They had certain things that they were supposed to do.

Councilwoman Jones: Well,  it’s easy to solve.  You just  don’t  have that  available.  You
don’t have the doors open and lights on ready to receive anything until 5:00 am or something,
6:00 am, whatever that is. 

Councilman Sheldon: And idling trucks, that’s  a violation too of the code, you’re not
supposed to do that.
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Councilwoman James: And he did come to planning and he did say all that. We were at
that meeting. He said they would not have that and they would have the box trucks. And the
buffers; did they ever build the buffers, do we know?

Ms. Jones: There’s  a  permit  granted sign  in  the window and I  looked the
other day and I’m like, permit granted. Permit granted for what? I didn’t hear anything about
being built  on or  something like that  or  something being done again or  something.  Permit
granted in the window. 

Councilwoman James: I don’t know, what’s being built.

Councilwoman Jones: Well,  they  never  should’ve  built  that  delivery  system  on  the
residential side of the building.

Ms. Jones: Every store on Washington Street has a deliver system, where?
On Washington Street. Every single place, including the big car lots, has a delivery system on
Washington Street. Why were they permitted to have it on a residential street? What money
did they give up to have it built on a residential street?

Councilwoman James: There  was  nothing  like  that.  Because  the  promise  was,  they
weren’t going to not have a diesel truck; it was going to be the box. So, having a box truck come
down with a delivery that was okay.

Ms. Jones: That’s another lie that they told that they shouldn’t.

Councilwoman James: Exactly; that was going to be the delivery system. They didn’t pay
the city any extra money to do that.

Ms. Jones: So, it was the box trucks that would have been okay, instead of
having those big 18-wheelers coming down the street. That would’ve been an okay delivery
system there. 

Councilwoman James: Yes; that’s what they…

Ms. Jones: So, he told a fib all the way around to you guys too.

Councilwoman James: The  same  one  that  we  all  heard  at  the  Planning  Committee
meeting.

Councilwoman Jones: I  don’t know what he knows or what… But, he’s responsible to
manage the process and that’s not happening. Regardless of whether he agreed to trucks. Now
they  send tractor  trailers  instead  of  the  delivery  trucks,  the  smaller  ones.  Regardless,  the
manager  is  still  responsible for  the process and he’s  not managing it.  Not  to the way they
promised it when they set that up.
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Ms. Jones: I  was wondering because every business on that street delivers
through Washington Street. Every business. 

Councilwoman Jones: And at 2:00 in the morning on Washington Street, there’s not a
lot, I don’t know if you’ve ever been out at 2:00 in the morning, but there’s nothing out there.
10:30, 11:00, it’s pretty much dead on Washington Street. So, a truck trying to back up and do
whatever it needs to do on Washington Street at 2:00 in the morning, I don’t see that being a
big deal, pulling in.

Councilman Sheldon: A box truck would fit  right  in  that  parking lot  easily.  A tractor
trailer, no.

Ms. Jones: They have to pull all the way up past my driveway for the end of it
to be at the delivery door, past my driveway. That makes sense now, of why the delivery door is
there. 

Councilwoman James: We need to go to our next meeting which I hope you can come to.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

             James N. Olson
  Director of Administrative Services/City Clerk 
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