
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  -  TOWNSHIP OF MENDHAM
REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 11, 2012

Mayor Tolley called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Township Hall, Brookside, New Jersey.

ROLL CALL:   Mr. Cioppettini Present
Mr. Merkt Persent
Mr. Strobel Present
Mrs. Thomas Present
Mayor Tolley Present

  Also Present: John M. Mills, III, Esq., Township Attorney
Stephen Mountain, Township Administrator
Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk

Mayor Tolley led the Pledge of Allegiance and read the following statement: Adequate notice of this 
meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Mendham was given as required by the 
Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was given to the Star Ledger, Observer Tribune and the 
Daily Record on January 5, 2012; Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board in the Township Offices 
and Notice was filed with the Township Clerk.

Tim Timpson gave a short speech in memory of John Cunningham who recently passed away. Mayor
Tolley called for a moment of silence. 

ACKNOWLEDGE FIREFIGHTERS
Junior Firefighters  -  Brandon McCurdy & Thomas Jones
Firefighter transferring from Mendham Borough  -  David Gizzi

The firefighters were introduced by Assistant Chief Peter Staples

PRESENTATION – Mosle Parking Lot Improvement
Mayor Tolley stated that the Recreation Commission has been working with an anonymous donor to
improve Mosle Reserve. John Hansen from Ferriero Engineering presented a concept plan for the 
parking lot, which proposed a one way system and added an additional 21 gravel parking spaces and
eight to nine grass covered parking spaces for potential overflow. He stated that the existing storm 
water system is adequate enough to sustain the additional spots.

Mr. Mountain verified that the work will be completed by the DPW, and the material and 
engineering costs covered by the contributor. There was discussion regarding the storm water 
system. 

The Committee opened the meeting to public hearing regarding the parking lot. 

Pat Zimmerman, 3 West Main Street
Mrs. Zimmerman was present representing the Facilities Committee. She provided background 
regarding the Committee’s previous report and recommendations regarding Mosle Reserve. She 
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urged the Committee to redesign the parking lot to save the chapel. She noted the required repairs 
and provided examples of possible uses. She noted that additional parking spaces will be needed in 
the future to fully utilize the park.

There being no further comment, public comment regarding the parking lot was closed.

Mrs. Thomas stated that it was unclear that the intention was to destroy the chapel and felt it was 
irresponsible to more forward without considering the recommendation. Mr. Hansen verified that 
the design can be shifted in order to preserve the building. There was further discussion regarding 
the chapel, including repairs, possible uses and future value. It was determined that the Recreation 
Commission should report their view and findings at a future meeting.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from May 29, 2012. Mrs. 
Thomas so moved. Mr. Strobel seconded. All members voted to approve.

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to approve the executive session meeting minutes from May 29, 
2012. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

DISCUSSION
Mayor Tolley stated that he was pleased that the community chose to support a member of the 
current Committee at the elections.

a) Follow-up  -  Feasibility Study Options 
Mayor Tolley stated that the following three options were chosen at the Mayors’ meeting:

 Creation of one K-12 School District for all five towns
 Creation of two K-12 Districts – one for Washington Township and one for the Mendhams 

and Chesters 
 Creation of one K-12 District for Washington Township and a limited use 9-12 District for the 

Mendhams and Chesters.
Mayor Tolley stated that he will report more under “Committee Reports”.

b) Property Maintenance – Township Intervention
Mayor Tolley stated that there was concern regarding both neighbors and burdening a homeowner. 
Mr. Strobel stated that, while he preferred the matter be handled privately, they needed to consider 
the Ordinances limitations, such as setbacks and excluding homes under construction.
Mr. Cioppettini said that he was reluctant to support the Ordinance. Mr. Merkt stated that he would 
like to view an alternate Ordinance with a narrower approach. 
Mr. Mills stated that the Township cannot enter onto private property without a municipally- based 
authority to do so. He noted that an Ordinance will allow consistent decisions throughout the entire
municipality instead of case by case decisions. 
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Mr. Mountain stated that, in similar past situations, the homeowner was contacted; however the 
bank currently owns the property. He has reached out to the bank several times, but response is 
slow.

Mrs. Thomas stated that she was not in favor of an Ordinance. 

Mayor Tolley asked Mr. Mills to supply an additional sample Ordinance for the Township to consider.

c) Planning Board Recommendation for Ordinance Amendment - Accessory Structures
After a brief discussion it was agreed to send the Ordinance back to the Planning Board to ensure 
that it is up to date. The Committee had no objections to viewing and introducing a new version of 
the Ordinance. 

d) Letter to Support the US Census Bureau American Community Survey 
and Economic Census

Mr. Merkt stated that the census was originally created to count members of the public in order to 
determine the number of representative in the House of Representatives and, therefore, he did not 
support the letter. Mr. Cioppettini and Mrs. Thomas agreed. Mr. Strobel noted that while valuable 
information can be collected, it is not the Township’s primary issue to address. 

e) Correspondence – 19 Browning Court
Mr. Mountain noted the request from 19 Browning Court to waive the lot development fee. The 
house was destroyed in a fire and the current residents have no intention of rebuilding after 
demolishing the structure. Mr. Mountain stated that the Township engineer and construction official
do not object to the waiver; however, they recommend attaching a condition which indicates that 
the town is not stating that the lot is buildable by waiving the fee. The Committee agreed to waive 
the fee as long as the lot is left in safe condition. 

Mayor Tolley called for a motion to authorize the fee waiver. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mrs. Thomas 
seconded. All members voted to approve. 

f) Lessons Learned Committee Report
The Lessons Learned Committee was present to answer questions regarding their previous 
presentation on the Emergency Building. Mrs. Thomas questioned the lack of building inspections 
shown in the report. Mike Shatken stated that the inspections may have occurred; however, it was 
not an issue the Committee chose to examine. 
Mr. Strobel commended the Committee’s outstanding effort. He recommended placing the report in
the library as an educational tool.

The meeting was opened to hearing persons present. There being no comments, hearing persons 
present was closed. 

Mr. Mountain introduced Frank Cavelli, the new Risk Management Consultant. 
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HEARING PERSONS PRESENT
Nancy and Robert Meyer, Lebanon Township
Mrs. Meyer stated that on Thursday, May 31, 2012 she was stopped by a Mendham Township Police 
Officer for driving about 15 miles per hour under the speed limit. Mrs. Meyer gave a summary of her
experience, stating that the officer’s tone was not polite, respectful or concerned for her safety. 

During the stop, when asked if she had been drinking, Mrs. Meyer admitted to a cocktail with dinner
around 6:30 p.m., at which point she was asked to get out of the car. The police officer then started 
administering tests. Mrs. Meyer stated that she did her best to complete the tests and felt she did 
them satisfactorily. She noted that she could not complete the peripheral test satisfactorily because 
of her recent cataract surgery. 

Mrs. Meyer explained the rest of her experience, including taking the breathalyzer test and 
reporting the incident to the Police Department. Mrs. Meyer stated that during the test she told the 
officer she was tired and 70 years old; however, he didn’t allow her to stop the tests. She stated that
the officers claimed they smelt alcohol in order to force her to take the breathalyzer. Mrs. Meyer 
concluded that she would not have minded being stopped if she was treated nicely and not treated 
as guilty.

Mayor Tolley asked the Police Committee to review the situation and for Mrs. Meyer to give contact 
info to town hall.

Sam Barsa, 20 Conifer Drive
Mr. Barsa claimed that he has had similar experiences and blamed the Township for having an over 
manned Police Department. 

Denis Deegan, 12 Summit Road   
Mr. Deegan did not agree with creating one K-12 School District for all five towns. He also urged the 
Committee to consider the Ordinance regarding accessory structures, noting that many old 
structures may not comply with current standards. Regarding property maintenance, Mr. Deegan 
recommended giving further consideration to the entire subject and not making the Ordinance too 
specific. 

Dan Williams, Oak Lane
Mr. Williams questions when political signs can be removed and Chief Crawford stated that there is 
a time frame in which they should be removed. 

Nick Monaghan, 20 West Main Street 
Mr. Monaghan stated he was pessimistic about the success of the school study. He stated that the 
main problem was the funding formula and felt there was no need to restructure the school system.

There being no further comment, hearing persons present was closed. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mrs. Thomas noted that the Recreation Commission is still looking for sponsors and participants for 
their 5K run. 

Mayor Tolley stated that the next Mayors meeting will be July 19, 2012. There was a brief discussion 
regarding televising the meetings. 

Mr. Merkt stated that the Committee should not accept studying one K-12 District for all five towns 
since they did not originally accept the proposal. He questioned who would be conducting the study
and worried about a pre-concluded study. 

Mr. Cioppettini, who attended the mayors meeting, stated that he did not feel that the towns 
supported the three options. He noted that no one appeared to be keeping accurate minutes and 
therefore, the meetings should be taped. Mr. Cioppettini presented the comparative rankings of the 
five towns’ various schools.   

Mayor Tolley stated that the Committee should view the meeting minutes before reaching a 
consensus.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mayor Tolley noted that the 4-H Fair is in July. He also noted a Mendham Borough Labor Day Parade 
invite. Mayor Tolley stated that Pete’s retirement party was a success, adding that he will be greatly 
missed at the Brookside Post Office. 

NEW BUSINESS
Ordinance Introduction 

ORDINANCE 2012-05 
AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 

Mayor Tolley read the Ordinance by title and called for a motion. Mr. Strobel so moved. Mrs. 
Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve. This ordinance is scheduled for 2nd reading and 
public hearing on June 26, 2012.

Resolutions
RESOLUTION 2012-98:  AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel 
seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-99:  AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION
LIQUOR LICENSE – SAMMY’S YE OLD CIDER MILL

RESOLUTION 2012-100:  AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF CLUB LICENSE – 
MENDHAM GOLF AND TENNIS CLUB

Resolution 2012-99 and 2012-100 were tabled in order to find the maximum fee that can be 
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charged for each license. 
RESOLUTION 2012-101: APPROVING ISSUANCE OF SOCIAL AFFAIR PERMIT – 
BROOKSIDE ENGINE COMPANY 4TH OF JULY PARADE & CLAMBAKE

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel 
seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-102:  APPROVING RAFFLE LICENSE – 
BROOKSIDE ENGINE COMPANY

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mrs. 
Thomas seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-103: CANCELLING $16,000.00 FROM RESERVE FOR
FUTURE SEWER IMPROVEMENTS

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. 
Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-104: APPROVING 2011 LOSAP ELIGIBILITY LIST
Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. Strobel 
seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-105: APPOINTING RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT – 
FRANK COVELLI 
JUNE THROUGH DECEMBER 2012

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mrs. Thomas so moved. Mr. Merkt 
seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-106: AUTHORIZING DISCUSSION WITHOUT THE PRESENCE 
OF THE PUBLIC

Matters pertaining to: 
Personnel – Salary report

Public Works Staffing
Police Personnel

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. 
Cioppettini seconded. All members voted to approve.

HEARING PERSONS PRESENT
Denis Deegan, 12 Summit Road
Mr. Deegan supported taping the Mayors meetings and asked if the Township would bare the 
processing costs if TAG volunteer agreed to film. The Committee was in agreement that the 
meetings should be filmed and Mayor Tolley suggested reaching out to TAG to see if there are 
willing volunteers. He stated that the other towns supported the concept, but could not commit 
funds. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The Committee entered executive session at 10:10 p.m.

The Committee returned from executive session at 11:20 p.m.

RESOLUTION 2012-99: AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION 
LIQUOR LICENSE – SAMMY’S YE OLD CIDER MILL

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Cioppettini so moved. Mr. 
Merkt seconded. All members voted to approve.

RESOLUTION 2012-100: AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF CLUB LICENSE – 
MENDHAM GOLF AND TENNIS CLUB

Mayor Tolley read the resolution by title and called for a motion. Mr. Merkt so moved. Mr. 
Cioppettini0 seconded. All members voted to approve.

ADJOURN
Upon a motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 11:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

 
Kathleen Potter, Acting Township Clerk 
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