
Meeting Minutes of Middletown Borough Council 
September 18, 2018 

The September 18, 2018, regular meeting of the Middletown Borough Council was called to order 
at 7:01 p.m. in Council Chambers at 60 W. Emaus Street, Middletown, Pennsylvania by Council 
President Damon Suglia. 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, the following Council members answered roll call: Damon Suglia, 
Dawn Knull, Angela Lloyd, Jenny Miller, Mike Woodworth, Robert Reid and Ian Reddinger. 
Also present were Mayor James Curry, III, Solicitor La Toya Bellamy, Director of Finance and 
Administration Kevin Zartman, Director of Public Works Greg Wilsbach, Zoning/Codes Officer 
Al Geosits and Borough Secretary Grace Miller. 

Council President Suglia reported the Executive Session held on September 4, 2018 was held to 
discuss litigation and personnel with no action taken. 

Public Comment: 

Aaron Martin of Mette, Evans & Woodside was in attendance to request Council enter into 
discussions with the Press & Journal regarding placing future publications in their paper. 

Fire Chief Ken Whitebread, Jr. was in attendance to inform Council the grant proposal for the 
pumper truck had been submitted to the Dauphin County Gaming Board and he would provide a 
copy for Council members. Chief Whitebread indicated the Middletown Volunteer Fire Company 
handled 56 calls in the past month and also attended numerous community events. 

Approve Meeting Minutes - MOTION by Dawn Knull, second by Jenny Miller to approve 
Council meeting minutes for September 4, 2018 as submitted. Motion carried 7 to 0. 

Approval of Bills-MOTION by Dawn Knull second by Angela Lloyd to approve payment of the 
Borough bills as shown on the Accounts Payable List dated September 13, 2018, for the period 
September 1, 2018 through September 13, 2018 and approve payment of the ICDA Accounts 
Payable List dated September 12, 2018 for the period August 17, 2018 through September 13, 
2018, to ratify approval of such bills already paid and to authorize the appropriate officials to take 
required actions to make said payments. Motion carried 7 to 0. 

Human Relations Commission- Councilor Mike Woodworth reported that Interim Chief Morris 
presented information about the Crime Watch system which allows residents to see the 
demographics of crime in town. Councilor Knull noted that Crime Watch was one of the options 
looked at previously and it was decided to sign up with Nixle. Councilor Knull recommended the 
Commission speak with Officer Laudenslager for additional information as it is a very costly 
software program. Councilor Woodworth indicated the police department is looking into having a 
community bike ride in the spring corresponding with the giveaway of abandoned bikes. Penn 
State Harrisburg has indicated they would like to open up their free movie night to the Middletown 
community and are interested in working on sharing information on a mutually beneficial outreach 
via websites. Penn State is interested in installing a sidewalk down to Sheetz. Councilor Reid 
asked if the sidewalk is to be installed upon completion of the train station. Mr. Klinepeter noted 
the sidewalk on the north side was not included in those plans but expects to have a representative 
from PennDOT Multimodal group attending the meeting on November 27 and some of those 
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questions may be able to be answered at that time. Councilor Woodworth indicated he will be 
conducting a survey on campus at Penn State regarding a proposed public transit next week. 
Councilor Woodworth reported the Community Art Show is being held this Saturday from 1-4 
p.m. in the MCSO and all are invited to come. The show will include art work from Penn State 

' Seven Sorrows and the Middletown School District. The community portraits taken at National 
Night Out will also be unveiled. 

Manager's Report-Mr. Ken Klinepeter reported that approval had been received from PennDOT 
for the road closures for the Halloween Parade and the annual Christmas Tree Lighting. The 
electric cost of service study has been completed and the Public Works Director will be meeting 
with the representatives and report the findings at the October workshop. Initial interviews were 
conducted for the Compliance and Technical Services Officer position. Due to security concerns, 
the Public Works Director is looking into additional security by installing a keyless entry system to 
Borough Hall. The Evangelical United Methodist Church on East Water Street is requesting no 
parking signs from 8am to 12pm be posted in front of the church. In order to do this, a traffic 
study would need to be done and an ordinance drafted. Council requested Mr. Wilsbach perform 
the traffic study and report back his findings at the next workshop. 

Mr. Klinepeter noted the question had been raised about the possibility of staff providing woody 
waste pickups through town. Public Works Director Wilsbach estimated this service would 
require a minimum of2 people for 1 hour to perform woody waste pick-up and delivery per 
service location. There is a landscaper in town who offers removal of woody waste for $15/load. 
Mr. Klinepeter indicated the grant the Borough had received for the Woody Waste facility was a 
method to reduce this type of service. Due to the Borough's small workforce, Mr. Klinepeter 
recommended if Council wishes to add this service to require the resident to pick up a Woody 
Waste card and only sell a certain number of permits over a period of one to two weeks. Mr. 
Klinepeter reported that Lower Swatara has a clause in their trash contract that the trash hauler 
picks up woody waste so many times a year. This would raise everyone's trash rate. Mr. 
Wilsbach noted that the woody waste facility costs a lot of money, time, and labor recommending 
residents be charged for the service recommending not adding this service. Councilor Lloyd 
recommended providing one week in the spring for woody waste pickup. Councilor Reddinger 
recommended using the online service to pay and schedule pickup. Mr. Wilsbach indicated he 
would prepare a fee schedule and options to provide to Council. Councilor Reid stated there is not 
enough labor to provide this service. Asked what time would be best to schedule a pick-up, Mr. 
Wilsbach noted May would be the best as he would have additional summer help. Mayor Curry 
stated that until Council fixes the issue of the number of employees in Public Works, it can't be 
done. Council needs to either cut services or raise taxes. You can't keep adding services. Vice 
President Knull suggested having a group of volunteers provide woody waste pickup one weekend. 
Council President Suglia indicated he would like woody waste pickup but does not want the 
Borough in charge of it due to lack of work force. Mr. Klinepeter noted that staff has been looking 
at purchasing software that will document and track where labor is being used. This work 
management system will be brought up during budget discussions. Councilor Woodworth 
recommended looking at a different IT group and website. 

Mr. Klinepeter indicated that Councilor Reid was asking if truck restrictions could be implemented 
on Grant Street in the area between Ann and Wilson Street. Councilor Reid reported that truck 
tractors park on the street taking up parking spaces. He has seen them park their truck tractors, get 
in their car and drive off leaving the tractor parked there over the weekend. Mr. Wilsbach 
indicated he would look into this issue. 
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Mr. Klinepeterrequested the proposed Social Media Policy be added to the agenda for Council 
approval. The policy covers what can be posted on the Borough website and what type of posts 
can be removed. Fire Chief Whitebread indicated comments can only be placed on the site if 
approved. Mr. Klinepeter noted IT was requested to look into the issue and has said comments 
cannot be blocked on a commercial account. Council requested this be looked into further 
indicating this item should be added to the agenda. 

Mr. Klinepeter indicated the Boy Scouts were requesting the use of the reservoir for the Cub 
Scouts as they had done last year. The Boy Scouts indicated they will be providing liability 
insurance coverage for the event and recommended this be added to the agenda for approval. 
Council concurred. 

Mr. Klinepeter reported Woodland Hills is requesting a reduction of Letters of Credit for both 
Phase I and Phase II. HRG is reviewing these requests and asked it be added to the agenda. 
Council concurred. The Borough's IT group has indicated switches are out of warranty and are 
recommending warranties be purchased. This will be something that can be discussed more in 
depth during budget workshops. The police ambulance has been posted on the auction site and the 
bidding auction is set to close on September 28, 2018. Mr. Klinepeter requested this be added to 
the agenda as Council will need to award the sale to the highest bidder. Council concurred. 

Mr. Klinepeter reported a resident is requesting the small plaque located inside Kids Kastle 
dedicating the playground May 2, 1993. Council noted they are not giving anything away at this 
point. HRG revised the report for the traffic signal retiming at Main and Union which requires a 
resolution to be passed before the permit application is submitted. Councilor Knull asked if the 
study was done during the school year or before. Mr. Wilsbach noted that with the criteria needed 
to change the light, it would not have mattered if the study was done during school or when school 
was out. Increasing the time on the traffic light should help to solve the problem. 

Mr. Klinepeter indicated the Public Works Director had requested HRG submit a proposal to 
conduct a study evaluating whether the traffic light at Ann and Wood Streets could be removed. 
HRG is proposing a cost of $8,500 to perform the study. Councilor Reid commented that if the 
light at Ann and Wood Street is taken down, it will create a speedway. Councilor Knull agreed 
stating that there is no good way to tum on Ann Street without a light being there due to sight 
distance. Mr. Wilsbach noted that he had requested the study as the light is rusted and will need to 
be re-installed at a cost around $300,000 along with road replacement. Mayor Curry asked if the 
pole could be replaced with a decorative pole requesting the cost difference between the decorative 
pole and the galvanized pole. Mr. Wilsbach will get the cost. 

Councilor Woodworth indicated he and Councilor Lloyd met with Councilor Miller and staff to try 
to understand the issues with renting out the MCSO to private parties. Some of the issues were 
payments, scheduling, handing out and returning of keys, cleanup and the checking of the facility. 
Councilor Woodworth recommended raising the hourly fee to $50 for residents; $75 for non 
residents with a keypad entry to code specific date and time for access to the facility. Councilor 
Woodworth recommended Public Works come in on the weekend and check to see the condition 
of the facility after a rental. Mr. Wilsbach commented that it is hard to get people to work the 
weekend. He has been forcing summer help to work on the weekend to clean the park pavilions. 
Mr. Klinepeter reminded Council of the labor contract which states a work week is Monday 
through Friday which would require the Borough to do a 4-hour call out. Mr. Klinepeter also 
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noted that the Olmsted Rec Board had previously done all the scheduling of the facility and 
recommended asking MARA to handle the social events as well. Councilor Knull noted thatshe 
and Councilor Miller were part of the MARA Board and at their.recent meeting had asked MARA 
if they would handle all scheduling of the facilities. MARA has agreed to do so and fees collected 
will be put towards the amount owed by the Borough as per the agreement. After some discussion, 
Council indicated they wished to set the fee for the rental of the MCSO to $60 per hour with a 
minimum of 4 hour blocks of times. The security deposit is to stay at $125 and eliminate the hour 
given before the reserved time. 

Mr. Klinepeter reported he and the solicitor met with the Historical Restoration Commission who 
has expressed some confusion as to their role as stated by the Ordinance. The solicitor has been 
asked to review the ordinance and provide a report in order to see if the ordinance needs revised. 

Codes - Mr. Al Geosits reported the number of permits, inspections and code violations handled 
by the department for the month of August. He noted that the property located at 245 and 247 
Mattis Avenue is being sold and the home should be demolished by the end of 2018. Councilor 
Knull noted that a resident who had received a notice of violation for their sidewalk had 
approached her asking what all needs to be done within the 30-day time frame noted in the letter. 
Mr. Geosits indicated the sidewalk needs to be replaced and in this instance the tree needs 
removed, the stump ground out and the sidewalk repaired by 30 days noting that he is willing to 
work with the resident if the time frame is an issue. Mayor Curry asked what the status was of the 
yellow house. Mr. Geosits noted the carriage house has been tom down and the contractor has 
indicated they will be replacing the roof next as it is leaking and windows and siding are not a code 
violation. Mayor Curry noted the boarded up windows and steps are definitely code violations and 
asked that the Codes Office keep on top of these violations. Mr. Klinepeter recommended Mr. 
Geosits revisit the original code violation and address what has not been taken care of that was 
listed in that letter. Councilor Lloyd asked about the status of the pool being drained at the house 
on North Union Street. Mr. Geosits noted that the Fire Department had drained the pool. 
Councilor Lloyd asked that the fence be checked to be sure it is secure as there is an additional 2-3 
feet of water back in the pool from the rains. 

Finance - Mr. Kevin Zartman presented Council with financial information thanking the Mayor 
for completely covering the cost of the fireworks by the gathering of donations. Mr. Zartman 
reported that the Police Department was requesting a credit card without a name attached so it 
could be used for training/hotel reservations. After some discussion, Council indicated a credit 
card could be gotten for the Interim Police Chief Dennis Morris with his name on the card and if a 
different card is needed, personal credit cards should be used and receipts submitted to the 
Borough for reimbursement. Mr. Zartman noted that Fire Marshal Mick Shrauder was also asking 
for a credit card to be used for training purchases. Council indicated they would not authorize a 
credit card for the Fire Marshal and he should use his personal card and submit the receipts to the 
Borough for reimbursement. Mr. Zartman indicated DCED is waiting for the final plans for Kids 
Kastle to make the decision whether to allow the use of the grant money be changed. 

Mr. Zartman indicated it was time to review the budget for 2019 and requested potential meeting 
dates from Council. The following dates and times were agreed to: Tuesday, October 30, 2018 at 
5 p.m.; Thursday, November 1, 2018 at 5 p.m. and Thursday, November 8, 2018 at 5 p.m. 
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Mr. Zartman reported that the police department is 75% through the year as of August 31st and has 
spent 59% of their budgeted expenses. Mayor Curry noted there was concern over a line item 
being over the amount budgeted, but overall expenses are under budget. 

Mr. Zartman noted that Council had previously discussed having a "rainy day fund". There is 
already a mechanism in place set by Resolution 2016-26 that established a policy where the 
Borough may not spend below 30% of the prior year's revenue for both the General and Electric 
Funds. This amount stays in pooled cash which is, in effect, a rainy day fund. Mr. Zartman noted 
that if Council wished to have a specific and separate account, there is a "Stabilization" account 
that is an investment account in PLGIT and has a balance of $173,000. Councilor Reid indicated 
the account should be separate from the other accounts and an ordinance with strong restrictions on 
how the funds can be spent needs put in place. Councilor Reid recommended Council put in the 
ordinance a certain amount that needs deposited in the Stabilization account each year with strict 
spending policies put in place. Mayor Curry asked when the last time money was taken from the 
Electric Sinking Fund. Mr. Zartman noted he would check and advise at the next meeting. Mr. 
Zartman noted that Council could decide during budget meetings what amount to put in the 
account. 

Mayor Curry reported the solicitor is currently looking to see whether there are any procurement 
issues with using Costars for playground replacement at Kids Kastle. The approximate price to 
replace Kids Kastle is somewhere in the area of $600,000-700,000 for equipment and installation. 
The grant is $435,000 so if an agreement was entered into with one of the playground development 
companies, the Borough could fund $260,000 with cash on hand so work could start in the spring 
and end in the summer. The Gaming Grant could be applied for on September l " and would give 
approval or disapproval on or before March 1. Councilor Reid indicated the fire department was 
applying for that grant now and did not believe the grant would be awarded to the same 
municipality 2 years in a row. Mayor Curry disagreed noting that the Borough had not applied for 
a gaming grant in a while and was not abusing the program. He and Councilor Woodworth are 
looking at ways to cover the cost of the playground which includes both the equipment and 
installation, noting that Kiwanis is interested in donating towards the park and they will continue 
looking for additional donations. Mayor Curry indicated he has been talking with an excavator 
about donating time to excavate the playground area as well as looking into moving the structure 
so concrete would not need to be removed and the structure will be further out of the flood zone. 
Councilor Lloyd asked when Council would be able to see designs. Mayor Curry indicated they 
hope to have the designs for Council to view in October. 

Mr. Zartman noted that the Online Bill Pay is scheduled to go live on October 10th and the check 
for the Volunteer Fire Department was received from the state and the $36,018.25 is a pass 
through from the Borough to the Fire Department. 

Solicitor Bellamy reviewed the Electric Billing Ordinance changes with Council as discussed at 
the previous meeting. In addition to the Electric Billing Ordinance, Solicitor Bellamy provided a 
proposed resolution and payment plan which describes what the Finance Director can approve for 
delinquent accounts. The payment plan proposed requires the resident pay 20% of the delinquent 
amount including the penalty and pay up front the $60 reconnection charge. Payment plans allow 
a 6 month installment limit to clean up the delinquent amount. Mr. Klinepeter recommended a 
clause stating new charges must be kept current with Solicitor Bellamy noting that should be added 
to the ordinance. Councilor Lloyd asked if the 38th day falls in line with billing cycles with the 21- 
day extension. Mr. Zartman indicated he thought it did, but would double check the billing cycles. 
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Solicitor Bellamy indicated there was a second Ordinance that would require a change to Chapter 
108 due to the time extension proposing to insert "unless otherwise stated in the Code of the 
Borough of Middletown". After some discussion, Council indicated they wished to remove the 15 
days from the ordinance and replace it with 21 days rather than inserting the recommended clause. 
The solicitor indicated the trash ordinance will need to be reviewed for any conflicts. Councilor 
Lloyd indicated the yard lighting may need to be removed. Mr. Wilsbach reported this service is 
used by both residents and commercial entities. After some discussion about the fee for this 
service, Mr. Wilsbach indicated he would contact other municipalities to see what fees they are 
charging. Councilor Lloyd asked that Mr. Wilsbach check with PP&L and see if they also provide 
free labor for this service. 

Public Works -Mr. Wilsbach requested the advertising of the Street Cut Ordinance and 
advertising of the Customer Generation Ordinance be put on the agenda as well as the bids for the 
Emaus Street Lighting and Sidewalk project for approval/disapproval. This project is to connect 
the sidewalk from Emaus to Wood Street so the college kids will be able to walk from the new 
train station into town on the new sidewalk and historic lights will be installed along this route. 
Council concurred. 

Mr. Wilsbach asked if other grants from DCED could be looked at regarding Kids Kastle. He 
indicated he is allotted $30,000 in the budget to maintain all the parks in the Borough. All the 
remaining parks need equipment replaced due to safety issues. Mayor Curry noted the overall 
consensus is that no other park in the Borough is closed and Kids Kastle needs to be re-opened. 
Council can talk to the Finance Director during budget proceedings about using cash to upgrade 
the next park. A plan needs to be put in place where each year a different park is updated. Mr. 
Klinepeter asked Mr. Wilsbach to identify what needs replaced as staff may be able to fix it on 
their own. Councilor Woodworth noted that equipment still needs to be brought up to safety 
standards and volunteered to help Mr. Wilsbach develop a replacement plan for the parks. 

Mayor Curry asked Council to direct Public Works to install pipe, cap and concrete at the site for 
the Christmas Tree. Council indicated this should be added to the agenda. Councilor Knull noted 
2 bricks are loose in the crosswalk by Karns causing a tripping hazard. Mr. Wilsbach indicated he 
will contact the contractor and have it repaired. 

Public - Mr. Jack Still recommended the Finance Department look at the monthly budget plans 
that are offered and when funds run out, bill the full amount owed instead of the budgeted amount. 

Suez-No one representing Suez attended the meeting to give a report. 

Adjournment - MOTION by Dawn Knull, second by Mike Woodworth, to adjourn the meeting to 
Executive Session to discuss litigation and personnel. Motion carried unanimously and the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:48 p.m. 

f*''-L---c-L.. ~-,~tt~- 
Grace Miller 
Borough Secretary 
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