
Meeting Minutes of Middletown Borough Council 
October 22, 2018 

The October 22, 2018, regular meeting of the Middletown Borough Council was called to order at 
7:02 p.m. in Council Chambers at 60 W. Emaus Street, Middletown, Pennsylvania by Council 
President Damon Suglia. 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, the following Council members answered roll call: Damon Suglia, 
Dawn Knull, Angela Lloyd, Jenny Miller, Mike Woodworth, Robert Reid and Ian Reddinger. 
Also present were Mayor James H. Curry, III, Solicitor LaToya Bellamy, Borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter, Director of Finance and Administration Kevin Zartman, Director of Public Works 
Greg Wilsbach, Zoning/Codes Officer Al Geosits, Interim Police Chief Dennis Morris and 
Borough Secretary Grace Miller. 

Council President Suglia reported the Executive Session held on October 2, 2018 was held to 
discuss litigation and personnel with no action. 

Public Comment: 

Frank Nardo (300 W Main St)-Mr. Nardo was in attendance along with Suzanne Hoffer ofH.B: 
Engineering and Attorney Tom Scott to present the safety traffic study that was completed for 
turning Nissley Street into a 2-way from the drive of the Westporte shopping center to the 
intersection of Wood and Water Street. Ms. Hoffer indicated that her investigation shows low 
volume on the street and there would be nothing to prevent changing this portion into a 2-way 
street. Ms. Hoffer noted that there would be signs to change and recommended no parking along 
that portion of the east side of the roadway which would remove the 4 parking spots currently 
available. Attorney Scott provided Council with a Declaration of Intention indicating that within 1 
year of making Nissley Street 2-way, the two areas would be given to the Borough and made into 
parking spaces. Council President Suglia indicated the agreement would be given to the solicitor 
to review and it would then be discussed at a workshop meeting prior to a vote at a business 
meeting. Mayor Curry asked Ms. Hoffer how many days she was in the area during her study. 
Ms. Hoffer noted she drove by 2-3 times as she left and arrived at work and indicated she spent a 
total of 1 to 1.5 hours on the study. 

MelodyWilson (Kiwanis Club)- Ms. Wilson expressed her gratitude for the help received from 
Borough Council, Mayor and staff with preparing for the Halloween Parade. Ms. Wilson indicated 
approximately 7,000 people attended the event. Council expressed their appreciation for Ms. 
Wilson's efforts in making the parade happen. 

Mayor Curry introduced Doug Maynard of MRC indicating he and Mike Woodworth worked with 
Mr. Maynard to create a playground to replace Kids Kastle that focuses on the history of 
Middletown in general as MRC is able to custom create equipment. Mr. Maynard reported that 
MRC deals with Game Time play equipment and have equipped parks and schools since 1929. 
Their products are unique as they use the Tru-Loc system which will require no inspections and 
has an average lifespan of 20-25 years. Mayor Curry asked if the playground could be built out of 
pressure treated wood by volunteers. Mr. Maynard indicated that is not really possible with 
today's compliance issues and noted his company is Co-Stars approved. Mr. Maynard then 
presented the proposed playground. Mayor Curry noted that "Little Middletown" has landmarks to 
pay homage to the current structure. Mr. Maynard stated that if Council wanted additional 
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customization there would be no additional cost. The time frame to put a playground in place for 
the average customer is 14-18 weeks with 2-3 weeks on site. Vice President Knull asked about 
wheelchair swings like those in place at the current structure. Mr. Maynard indicated those swings 
are no longer compliant and mobility devices can use the dome. Mayor Curry reported the current 
site is 105-110' and the new site is 146' x 90' so the structure can be moved out of the minor flood 
zone and will also be more centralized within the park. Ms. Wilson expressed concern about 
enclosed tunnels with the heat of summer as there are no trees in place. 

Darnell Nolan (507 Linden Street) - Mr. Nolan reported that a tractor trailer almost took off a pole 
at Vine Street near Members l " approximately 2-3 weeks ago. Mr. Greg Wilsbach indicated 2 
student tractor trailer drivers had hit the pole in the last few weeks. 

Mayor Curry circulated a cost breakdown of the proposed playground noting that he approached a 
local excavator who seemed on board with donating excavation services. He mentioned that he 
hopes that Public Works will remove the current structure and spread the tan bark. If those 3 items 
can be covered, the cost would be under $700,000. Mayor Curry asked Council if they liked the 
design that was shown to them and asked for authorization to move forward with providing the 
cost and layout to the state in order to get an answer for the reallocation of the $435,000 grant 
funds. If the funds from the grant are reallocated, the cost difference is less than if the Borough 
had put in a simple play structure. The Gaming Grant can be applied for in September with awards 
being granted in March of 2020. Mayor Curry noted that the Borough has not abused gaming 
grant opportunities and if awarded the gaming grant, would have spent nothing on the structure. 
Councilor Reid noted that he thought the concept is good but disagrees with spending money the 
Borough does not have. Mayor Curry responded that all he is asking is if this plan could be given 
to the state in order to ask for the reallocation of funds. The general consensus of Council was to 
move forward with sharing the concept and costs with the state to request the reallocation of grant 
monies. Mr. Klinepeter noted that DCNR had indicated they would like to meet about the 
possibility of donating and expanding areas of Hoffer Park. MOTION by Mike Woodworth, 
second by Dawn Knull to approve the Finance Director to move forward with the current design 
and proposal to DCED for the purpose of determining if grant funds of $435,000 will be 
reallocated. Motion carried 7-0. 

Approve Meeting Minutes - MOTION by Dawn Knull, second by Jenny Miller to approve 
Council meeting minutes for October 2, 2018 as submitted. Motion carried 7 to 0. 

Approval of Bills - MOTION by Dawn Knull, second by Jenny Miller to approve payment of the 
Borough bills as shown on the Accounts Payable List dated October 11, 2018, for the period 
September 29, 2018 through October 11, 2018, and approve payment of the ICDA Accounts 
Payable List dated October 11, 2018 for the period September 14, 2018 through October 11, 2018, 
to ratify approval of such bills already paid and to authorize the appropriate officials to take 
required actions to make said payments. Motion carried 7 to 0. 

Manager's Agreement- Council President Suglia indicated the language in the Manager's 
Agreement had been approved back in March but with the change in solicitor had not been voted 
on. The agreement does not give a raise but does define retirement contributions. Mr. Klinepeter 
noted that there was an error in the draft presented in March where the agreement did not include 
the correct salary and the agreement memorializes retirement benefits. MOTION by Ian 
Reddinger, second by Jenny Miller to approve the Manager's Agreement as presented. Motion 
carried 7 to 0. 
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Human Relations Commission - Councilor Woodworth reported that the representative from 
Crime Watch came to the Human Relations Commission meeting and presented the online 
program. It costs $1,485 for the l " year and the price comes down to $1,300 annually after that. 
The Commission believes the software will provide developing crime information and 
communication to the public and asked Council for approval for the Human Relations Commission 
to use their budgeted monies to fund the l" year noting that the CODY RMS bridges the 
information so Crime Watch is automatically populated through its service. Interim Police Chief 
Morris indicated this is a tool to get the public more involved with the police department. 
Councilor Knull noted this software does not replace the Nixle program as Crime Watch does not 
have the capability to send out alerts to everyone in the Borough. Nixle can do the same as Crime 
Watch if utilized by the police department. Interim Police Chief Morris stated Nixle and Crime 
Watch are two separate things with some overlap in capability. Both programs require approval 
from an officer selected by the Police Chief before an incident can be posted. Councilor 
Woodworth commented that a resident had already donated funds towards the Crime Watch 
software. There is no contract so if it's not used, it can be canceled without penalty. Councilor 
Reddinger recommended using both Crime Watch and Nixle. MOTION by Robert Reid, second 
by Ian Reddinger to approve the initial purchase of Crime Watch software in the amount of$1,485 
from the funds allocated to the Human Relations Commission. Motion carried 5 to 2 with 
Councilors Knull and Miller voting against. Councilor Lloyd recommended all police officers be 
trained in utilizing both programs with Councilor Reddinger noting messages should be sent out 
using both programs. 

Councilor Woodworth reported that Communities that Care is holding a Community Health Fair at 
St. Peters Lutheran Church on Spring Street on November 3 from 10-12 and the Community Art 
Show in September had over 100 people attend and are looking to hold another show in the spring. 
The Commission is working with the Business Association and the Penn State liaison in an effort 
to provide student incentives with local businesses. Councilor Woodworth indicated the 
Commission had drafted revisions to the Human Relations Ordinance in order to allow the 
Commission to assist the State in processing and resolving their cases and claims in addition to our 
own community. Council President Suglia indicated this could be brought up at the next workshop 
as Council just received it and has not had a chance to review it. 

Manager's Report- Mr. Ken Klinepeter reported he and the Public Works Director attended the 
PMEA Conference at State College. Approximately 25 of the 35 municipalities who provide 
electricity to municipal customers attended the conference to discuss the Strategic Planning 
Committee's recommendations and unanimously voted to recommend these be adopted by 
municipal members. Mr. Klinepeter asked Council to add to the agenda passing a resolution 
approving the proposed bylaw amendments, strategic plan and dues structure of the Pennsylvania 
Municipal Electric Association and appoint voting delegate representatives. Current dues are 
$1,800 per year and under the new dues structure municipalities will pay per electric meter to 
assist in paying for a full-time director and lobbyist for the association. Council concurred. 

Mr. Klinepeter indicated the Historic Restoration Commission had submitted a letter requesting the 
Borough purchase, provide and use Borough staff to hang patriotic decorations one week prior to 
Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day and Veterans Day and removal by Borough staff of 
these decorations less than one week after the holiday. These decorations would be in addition to 
what the Borough already displays. Mr. Klinepeter indicated he was looking for Council's 
direction on this issue. Mayor Curry indicated the Commission has their own budget and could 

Middletown Borough Council Minutes Page I 3 October 22, 2018 



pay for the decorations out of that budget. Councilors Knull and Miller commented on lack of 
staff and the amount of time it would take. Council noted that the Historic Restoration 
Commission needs to provide approximate costs of the decorations they are requesting. 

Mr. Klinepeter indicated Handicapped Parking applications have been received and applications 
that have been reviewed by both the Codes and Police Departments are: 239 E Water Street, 246 
Ann Street, 75 N Pine Street, 444 N Union St, 341 S Wood Street; and 211 Hoffer Street 
requesting this be added to the agenda. Council concurred. 

Mr. Klinepeter reported that the Borough's IT group, Intermixlt, submitted an annual proposal 
with just over a 2% increase going from a monthly rate of $6,267 to $6,400 per month. They are 
willing to lock that price in for 3 years if the Borough signs a 3-year commitment with them. The 
current contract ends December 1 and requested this be added to the agenda. Council concurred. 

Mr. Klinepeter noted that on February 21, 2017 Council approved the 5th amendment to the 
water/sewer concession lease agreement. This amendment to the agreement approved the 
reimbursement to the Concessionaire for the costs incurred for the 2015-2016 water line 
replacement project. The amendment permitted the Concessionaire to withhold $362,500 from the 
first installment of the Annual Borough Payment on April 3, 2017 and $362,500 from the first 
installment on April 2, 2018. The remaining portion due is to be paid at the election of the 
Borough by either option: 1) to allow the withholding of $48,648 from the first installment of the 
annual Borough Payment due on April 1, 2019 and from the first installment of the annual 
payment each reporting year thereafter through 2047 (which shall not be indexed or adjusted for 
inflation); or option 2) to allow the imposition of an increase in the service charges during the 
period from 2019 through 204 7 to recover $48,648 annually (not to be indexed or adjusted for 
inflation). This election must be provided by written notice to the Concessionaire no later than 
December 1, 2018. Council indicated they would prefer Option 1 and requested it be added to the 
Agenda. 

Mr. Klinepeter reported that staff completed interviews of several candidates for the Compliance 
and Technical Services Officer position and the Manager made an employment offer to the top 
candidate, Matt Miller, who has been hired to fill this position and will be under the direction of 
the Borough Manager. 

Mr. Klinepeter indicated that in 2007 PaDEP approved the Woodland Hills Development plans for 
312 connections to the sanitary sewer system. Since that time plans have changed resulting in a 
recent request from H-T Partners to increase the number of connections to 440. DEP is requiring 
HT Partners to submit an application to amend the sewage facilities planning module for review 
and approval by DEP. Mr. Klinepeter reported that the Cohen Law Group has been handling 
franchise compliance issues with Verizon and has been informed Verizon will have the extended 
area build out for Fios completed by October 14, 2018 as required by agreement. Mr. Klinepeter 
indicated he will be attending a kick-off meeting with the Cohen Law Group regarding the 
Comcast franchise agreement. 

Codes - Mr. Al Geosits reported on the number of permits, inspections and code violations done 
through the month of September. He indicated a citation had been issued to the property owner at 
415 North Union Street who will be redoing the porches in late November and 460 North Union 
also received a citation and has moved the stone pile to the back of the lot and are going to extend 
pavers for parking. Councilor Miller asked the status of the Mattis property with Mr. Geo sits 
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noting the property is to be purchased in a few weeks. Mayor Curry asked the status of the yellow 
house noting the original notice of violation had a number of items listed. Mr. Geosits noted a 
citation had been sent to the Judge who will send out a notice and the property owner can then 
plead guilty or not guilty. If the plea is not guilty, a hearing would be scheduled in 30 days. 
Mayor Curry asked at what point Codes could move forward with the blighted property conditions. 
Mr. Geosits noted that there is a wait of 6-months after a property is cited for blight. Mr. 
Klinepeter asked how much time the property owner has under the citation. Mr. Geosits noted 
they have to plead guilty or not guilty and the Judge determines time limits. Mayor Curry stated if 
the porch repairs are not started by Thanksgiving, move forward with the next step with 
Councilors Woodworth and Lloyd supporting the Mayor's position. 

Finance - Mr. Kevin Zartman indicated he will be reclassifying the deposit from the Mayor's 
Mangia from Kids Kastle to the Christmas account, and reminded Council the first budget meeting 
starts at 5 p.m. on October 30. Carol Rozanski and Lori Smith were in attendance to answer any 
questions Council had on electric billing noting that people are using the online bill pay and others 
have indicated they don't want to pay the fee. Councilor Woodworth recommended revisiting the 
ordinance in the new year to see what impact the online bill pay will have with Mayor Curry 
noting he will veto the draft as it is now since people have the ability to pay online. After some 
discussion, Council indicated 90-days should give a reflection of payments and the late fees can be 
looked at. Mr. Zartman indicated staff can track the credit card payments and report back to 
Council in January. Council President Suglia reminded Council the ordinance change also 
affected deposits. Mr. Klinepeter indicated staff was interested in getting a policy approved for 
payment arrangements. 

Mr. Zartman reported the 1994 ambulance had been sold with those funds being placed in the 
Police Sinking Fund. Medical insurance costs will be increasing by 9.6%. Mr. Zartman noted that 
an audit engagement letter for year 2018 had been received from Brown Shultz Sheridan & Fritz 
and asked that this be added to the agenda. Council concurred. Mr. Zartman indicated the 
Stabilization Fund was set up with a balance of $173,000 and recommended Council give 
guidelines on how the money can be spent. Councilor Reid asked how the account would be 
funded with Mr. Zartman noting the account is an interest bearing account and could be funded by 
the interest or it could be a line item in the budget as a transfer made to the account each year. Mr. 
Klinepeter recommended the funds be allocated for a major capital replacement or repair with a 
dollar figure attached so the funds are not spent on repairs to something already owned by the 
Borough. 

Police - Interim Police Chief Dennis Morris requested permission to hire a full-time police officer 
to replace the vacancy created by Officer Bilbrey's resignation. MOTION by Jenny Miller, 
second by Mike Woodworth to approve the hiring of one full-time police officer from the list 
certified by the Civil Service Commission. Motion carried 7 to 0. 

Public Works -Mr. Greg Wilsbach reported the Borough had received a grant of $2,100 from 
Penn Prime that will enable 6 back up cameras to be installed on certain vehicles for safety issues. 
Mr. Wilsbach expressed his appreciation to Melody Wilson for the amount of time and effort she 
puts into the Halloween Parade. 

Mr. Wilsbach reported he had looked at the tractor trailer parking issue on Grant Street and signs 
could be placed but noted that would just move the parking issue to another street. He indicated 
the Borough Manager had located an ordinance that prohibits on street parking of dual or multi- 
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axle vehicles within the Borough. Mr. Wilsbach asked if Council wished to pursue a Borough 
wide ordinance like this. The consensus of Council was to move forward with the Solicitor to 
draft a similar ordinance. 

Mr. Wilsbach noted that the request for signage at 157 E. Park Street does not comply with the 
Handicapped Parking ordinance which states you cannot have 2 or more handicapped spaces on 
the same street. The church has a parking lot which is closed to the public and will take away from 
the public's ability to park on the street. The consensus of Council was to deny the request. 

Mr. Wilsbach reported the power purchase agreement could be extended to 2027. If this extension 
is not done, an RFP will be required. Council consensus was to do an RFP on the extension of the 
power price. Councilor Reid commented on the work Northern Suffolk was undertaking with Mr. 
Wilsbach indicating they had taken 20 feet of the back lot at the Public Works building and hopes 
the work being done will help with storm water issues. Mr. Klinepeter noted that Jenny Grainger 
from the Multi-Modal group will be attending the November workshop to give an update on the 
train station. 

Mr. Wilsbach reported the cost of a historic traffic pole is $6,000 more per unit than a regular 
traffic pole which would increase the cost of the intersection from $150,000 to approximately 
$220,000 if historic poles are used. Councilor Reddinger asked if any grants would be available 
and Council directed an engineer be engaged to give pricing on both options. 

Suez - Mr. John Luddington of Suez was in attendance to introduce himself as the new Project 
Manager at Suez and indicated he would be communicating directly to the Borough Manager, 
although Council is welcome to contact him at any time if they have any questions. 

Dog Leash Law - Councilor Knull reported she had been contacted by a resident who indicated 
that when they contacted the police regarding a dog not on a leash defecating in other people's 
yards, they were told there was no dog leash law. Interim Police Chief Morris indicated he did not 
understand why a resident would have been told there was no law when officers can cite a dog 
owner if an eye witness can attest to the event. 

Mayor Curry reported that Shull's Tree Service is donating their time and services to remove the 
tree at the Christmas Tree host site. The host site has been promised 3 trees to replace the tree and 
requested donations for the cost of the replacement trees. 

Council Resignation - Mr. Klinepeter indicated Council President Suglia's letter ofresignation 
dated October 16, 2018 had been received noting the last day of service would be November 16, 
2018. The vacant position will need to be advertised, interviews completed and appointment made 
within the next 30 days. Council indicated their wish to hold the interviews and appointment at the 
next workshop meeting. MOTION by Dawn Knull, second by Ian Reddinger to accept Damon 
Suglia's resignation from Borough Council. Motion carried 5 to 1 with Councilor Reid voting no 
and Council Suglia abstaining. 

Advertisement of Vacancy-MOTION by Dawn Knull, second by Jenny Miller to authorize the 
advertising of Council vacancy. Motion carried 7-0. 

Councilor Woodworth expressed his appreciation to Council President Suglia for his steady and 
rational leadership noting that his presence would be greatly lamented. MOTION by Mike 
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Woodworth, second by Angela Lloyd to reorganize Council. Motion carried 6-0 with Council 
President Suglia abstaining. Mayor Curry indicated his surprise when President Suglia announced 
his intention to resign at the last meeting and went on to say he was pleased to call President Suglia 
a teammate and friend and appreciated the effort Council President Suglia had put forth as a 
member of Council. Mayor Curry asked Council President Suglia if he was also tendering his 
resignation as Council President. Council President Suglia indicated he was. MOTION by 
Robert Reid, second by Dawn Knull to accept Damon Suglia's resignation from the position of 
Council President. Motion carried 7-0. 

Mayor Curry opened the floor asking for nominations for Council President. Councilor 
Woodworth nominated Angela Lloyd and Councilor Miller nominated Dawn Knull. MOTION by 
Jenny Miller, second by Mike Woodworth to close nominations. Motion carried 7-0. Councilors 
Miller, Reid and Knull voted for Dawn Knull as Council President and Councilors Reddinger, 
Woodworth, Lloyd and Suglia voted Angela Lloyd in as Council President. Mayor Curry 
relinquished the floor to Council President Lloyd. 

Council President Lloyd then asked for nominations for Vice President of Council. Councilor 
Suglia nominated Mike Woodworth and Councilor Reid nominated Dawn Knull. MOTION by 
Damon Suglia, second by Ian Reddinger to close nominations for Vice President. Motion carried 
7-0. Councilors Miller, Reid and Knull voted for Dawn Knull as Council Vice President and 
Councilors Reddinger, Woodworth, Lloyd and Suglia voted Mike Woodworth in as Vice 
President. 

Adjournment-MOTION by Ian Reddinger, second by Damon Suglia, to adjourn the meeting to 
Executive Session to discuss litigation and personnel. Motion carried unanimously and the 
meeting was adjourned at 10:11 p.m. 

,t?kCL-~ '-'\f'\(~V\. 
Grace Miller 
Borough Secretary 
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