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MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION
OF THE TOWN BOARD

OF THE TOWN OF NEW CASTLE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2015

PRESENT: Robert L. Greenstein, Supervisor
Lisa S. Katz, Deputy Supervisor
Elise Kessler Mottel, Council Member
Jason Chapin, Council Member
Adam M. Brodsky, Council Member

ABSENT: Elise Kessler Mottel, Council Member

Supervisor Greenstein called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Town Administrator Shapiro and 
Town Counsel Ward-Willis were also present.

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED CARRY OUT BAG LAW Steve Wolk, chair of the 
Sustainability Advisory Board, joined the discussion.  Town Counsel Ward-Willis informed the 
Town Board that a local law has been prepared concerning the use of carry out bags.  He noted 
he worked with Steve Wolk and his committee in preparing the local law, and the local law is 
before the Town Board.  If the Town Board is interested in pursuing this, the local law will need 
to be introduced and a public hearing will need to be scheduled.  He added that Steve Wolk has 
sent a letter out to merchants notifying them of the proposed local law.  

Steve Wolk summarized the local law and stated that plastic bags would essentially be banned in 
Town.  He added that plastic bags and paper bags are both an environmental issue, and he 
discussed the environmental issues the bags create.  He added that plastic bags would be banned 
from everywhere in Town; however, there would be ten cent fee for the use of paper bags in 
pharmacies and grocery stores.  The reason for this is that these stores use 90% of the bags.  Mr. 
Wolk noted that if this local law was passed there would be a transition time of six months for 
merchants to dispose of their plastic bags.  Mr. Wolk discussed this with the Town Board.  
Supervisor Greenstein noted that the Sustainability Advisory Board will help the merchants with 
purchasing reusable bags.  

Council Member Brodsky asked how this would be enforced.  Steve Wolk responded this is a 
challenging issue.  He noted that there will be a fine for stores who go against the law, and it is 
$150 for the first violation and up to $250 for the third violation.  Town Administrator Shapiro 
stated it would most likely be the police department who will enforce this.  Steve Wolk 
commented that local law would not go into effect until approximately July of next year.  

The Town Board agreed they were in favor of setting a public hearing for this.  The Town Board 
suggested encouraging the merchants and residents to attend the public hearing when it is 
scheduled.  
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Town Counsel Ward-said an Environmental Assessment Form will have to be completed before 
the public hearing is set and he will work with Town Planner Charney Hull and Steve Wolk on 
this.  

REVIEW OF RESULTS OF RFP FOR MULTI-USE PEDESTRIAN TRAIL WAY PROPOSAL 
RESPONSE AND RECOMMENDATION Town Administrator Shapiro explained that the 
Town issued an RFP for the feasibility study and preparation of plans for the multi-use pedestrian
trail way.  Town staff is recommending that the Town Board hear presentations from both RBA 
and Weston & Simpson, the two low bidders.  Council Member Chapin feels that the Town 
should receive public input first before spending the money on this.  Town Administrator Shapiro
discussed this with the Town Board and explained that a feasibility study is the first step in the 
process and then the Town Board can decide if they want to pursue this further.  The Town Board
discussed this, and Town Administrator Shapiro stated she will schedule the presentations from 
the two low bidders.  

REVIEW OF UPDATED PARKING TICKET PROOF Town Administrator Shapiro stated 
that based upon the Town Board’s direction to review the Town’s parking tickets, she has 
prepared a proposed template for the Town’s new hand held ticket machine for the Town Board’s
review.  She further stated that it has been recommended that the phone number of the court, the 
email of the court, and the Town’s website be added to the ticket.  The Town Board reviewed and
discussed the template with Town Administrator Shapiro.  Town Administrator Shapiro noted 
that Town Counsel Ward Willis has prepared a revised local law incorporating the change in 
parking fees that the Town Board discussed at the last Work Session.  The local law also 
discusses overnight parking.  The Town Board reviewed the local law and the template and 
agreed to schedule a public hearing for either the November 24 or December 8 meeting.  

REQUEST FOR TAX WAIVER Town Administrator Shapiro informed the Town Board that
a request was received for a waiver of tax penalty based upon the death of a homeowner.  The 
Town Board agreed to grant the waiver, and this will be added to the agenda of the Town Board 
meeting.

AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE SEALANT MACHINE FOR NEW CASTLE WATER 
DEPARTMENT Town Administrator Shapiro explained that the Town is “piggybacking” 
onto the City of Elmira’s bid award of this equipment purchase.  Therefore, the Town does not 
need to go out and issue a separate bid.  She noted that monies for this purchase were budgeted 
in the 2015 budget.

Resolution Awarding the Purchase of One (1) 2015 New and Unused Super Shot 125 Diesel 
Melter Applicator Machine for the New Castle Department of Public Works
Council Member Brodsky moved, seconded by Deputy Supervisor Katz to approve the following
resolution:

WHEREAS, the Town of New Castle wishes to purchase the above-referenced equipment, from 
a responsible bidder, at the best possible price for the Town; and
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WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Elmira, Chemung County, New York, accepted the 
bid for the purchase of the same equipment from Crafco, Inc., by resolution (Resolution #2015-
127) of the Elmira City Council at its meeting held on April 20, 2015; and

WHEREAS, said bid with the City of Elmira was awarded to Crafco, Inc. on the basis of the 
lowest responsible bidder in accordance with Section 103 of the New York General Municipal 
Law; and

WHEREAS, Crafco, Inc. has offered to see this equipment to the Town of New Castle for the 
same base price offered to the City of Elmira; and

WHEREAS, Section 103(16) of the New York General Municipal Law (the “piggyback 
exception”) authorizes municipalities to enter into contracts for the purchase of apparatus, 
materials, equipment and supplies, and for services related to the installation, maintenance or 
repair of those items, through the use of contracts led by the United States, or any agency 
thereof, or by any state or any other political subdivision or district therein, without competitive 
bidding.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board upon review of the attached 
documents, hereby accepts the bid from Crafco, Inc. for the purchase of One 91) 2015 New and 
Unused Super Shot 125 Diesel Melter Applicator Machine for a total purchase of $44,976.00 
($44,688.00 City of Emira bid price plus $288.00 for an added option of an overnight heating 
mechanism).  

VOTE AYES ALL

Town Counsel Ward-Willis noted added that the City of Elmira complied with all the piggy back 
requirements and complied with the general municipality law for this.  

SPCA CONTRACT APPROVAL – 2016 Town Administrator Shapiro said that the annual 
renewal of the 2016 SPCA contract is $12,872.09.  This price represents a 5% increase the last 
year.  Chief Ferry is recommending that the Town Board approve the contract.  The Town Board 
agreed to add this to the agenda of the Town Board meeting.

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW – NO TRUCKS ON ROARING BROOK ROAD Town 
Administrator Shapiro explained that residents along Roaring Brook Road are proposing to add 
Roaring Brook Road between the Saw Mill River Parkway and Route 117 to the list of streets 
where trucks over five tons are not permitted.  The Town Board discussed this and agreed to add 
this to the agenda of the Town Board meeting.

POLICE TEXTING VIDEO PROPOSAL Town Administrator Shapiro stated that Get Reel 
Productions has submitted a proposal for the production of a training film for education and 
training of police officers regarding cell phone activity in accident investigation.  The proposal is
for $1,500.00.  The police budget can contribute $800.00 from their training line and $700.00 
will come from the Town Board special projects.  Council Member Chapin asked if this would be
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subject to the RFP process.  Town Counsel Ward-Willis will check the Town’s procurement 
policy and follow up with the Town Board.

CHANGE ORDER – PALANDINO – TOWN HALL ENTRANCE PROJECT Town 
Administrator Shapiro informed the Town Board that Bob Cioli is requesting authorization for a 
change work order for the Town Hall entrance budget.  She further informed the Town Board 
that although the change order is for $14,250.00, the project still came in under budget.  The 
Town Board agreed to approve the change order and this will be added to the agenda of the next 
Town Board meeting.

AUTHORIZATION TO APPROVE – AUDITED VOUCHERS
Council Member Chapin moved, seconded by Deputy Supervisor Katz to approve payment of 
the claims in the amount of $337,407.25 listed on the Voucher Detail Report dated October 30, 
2015 for checks to be issued on November 5, 2015.

VOTE AYES ALL

AUTHORIZATION TO APPROVE SALARY ADJUSTMENT Town Administrator Shapiro 
stated that as discussed at the last meeting the Town Board agreed to adjust the salary of Victoria 
Cafarelli to $20.00 per hour at 17.5 hours weekly.  The Town Board agreed to add this to the 
agenda of the Town Board meeting.

REQUEST TO POST POSITION Town Administrator Shapiro explained that Town Planner 
Charney Hull is requesting permission to fill a vacant part-time office worker slot in her office to
assist at the counter.  She further explained this is included in the budget.  The Town Board 
agreed to add this to the agenda of the Town Board meeting.

REQUEST TO AWARD SURVEY BID – IN REM PROPERTY Town Administrator Shapiro 
said that Town Counsel Ward-Willis has informed the Town that we need to conduct a survey of 
a parcel of land we took in rem in order to complete the deed and take possession of the property.
Town Administrator Shapiro is recommending awarding the bid to Thomas Merritts Land 
Surveyons in the amount of $3,390.00, the lowest responsible bidder.  The Town Board agreed, 
and this will be added to the agenda of the Town Board meeting.

2016 HMO RATES Town Administrator Shapiro said the 2016 HMO rates are for the Town’s 
Board information, and no action is required.

USE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Administrator Shapiro explained that a request was received by Mimi and Garry Khasidy 
to use the parking lot outside the train station on November 8 for a video truck game party.  The 
Town Board agreed to grant this request.

Deputy Supervisor Katz moved, seconded by Council Member Chapin to allow Mimi and Garry 
Khasidy to use the parking lot outside the train station on Sunday, November 8 from 10:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. subject to payment of insurance fees.
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VOTE AYES ALL

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT
Council Member Brodsky moved, seconded by Deputy Supervisor Katz to adopt the following 
resolution:

WHEREAS, Jeffrey S. Chiara, a former Town of New Castle employee, has commenced a 
litigation against the Town of New Castle and certain of its current and former officials captioned
Chiara v. Town of New Castle, et. al., Supreme Court, Westchester County, Index 000477/2005; 
and

WHEREAS, the Town has denied and continues to deny the material allegations in the 
aforementioned litigation, and

WHEREAS, the Court in the aforementioned litigation directed that a trial on the matter 
commence on September 22, 2015;

WHEREAS, solely for the purpose of avoiding the burden and expense associated with further 
litigation, the Town’s defense counsel negotiated a settlement whereby Plaintiff will receive the 
rum of $45,000.00 in full satisfaction of all pending claims and disputes; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned settlement payment will be tendered entirely by the Town’s 
insurance carrier;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to Town Law § 68, the Town Board of 
the Town of New Castle hereby authorizes the Town Administrator to sign the annexed 
Settlement Agreement, together with any other documents necessary to effect the settlement of 
this action in a form acceptance to Town Counsel.

VOTE AYES ALL

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
Authorization to Approve Banner Requests (2)
Chappaqua Children’s Book Festival
Chappaqua School Foundation Benefit
Refund Escrow
Legal Bills – Keane & Beane
Town Board Minutes
The Town Board reviewed the administrative items, and these will be added to the agenda of the 
Town Board meeting.

Council Member Brodsky moved, seconded by Council Member Chapin to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:00 p.m.

VOTE AYES ALL
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Respectfully Submitted as Reported,

Mary C. Deems, Town Clerk 


