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SUPERVISORS PRESENT 
Art Rutledge – Chairman  
Jeff Rennoll – Vice Chairman 
Ann Biser  
Dave Brose 
Paul Solomon 
 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE  
Todd A. Zeigler, Township Manager 
Wendy Brown, Recording Secretary 
Sean Fields, Solicitor (in absence of Timothy Bupp)  
 
Estimated Residents/Visitors in Attendance – 47 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
• The Shrewsbury Township Board of Supervisors meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by 

Chairman Rutledge, followed by the pledge to the flag. 
 
PUBLIC HERING – ORDINANCE NO. 2018-01 
• Chairman Rutledge made several clarifications regarding misleading information that was 

circulating within the Township regarding the proposed ordinance.  
• Chairman Rutledge opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m.   
• Manager Zeigler presented a brief overview of proposed Ordinance No. 2018-01 related to 

abandoning, capping, and sealing of wells within Shrewsbury Borough’s Wellhead Protection 
Overlay District. 

• Public comment, as follows: 
• Randy Engle, 4 Strawberry Road, New Freedom, presented and discussed with the Board 

a map he received from Shrewsbury Borough of Shrewsbury Borough’s Wellhead 
Protection Zones. Mr. Engle gave explanation of the different zones and a brief history of 
when/how the map was developed. Mr. Engle believes the map was created in 2002 by 
Geologist, Paul R. Miller, and that it is erroneous and if that being the case a lot of the 
homes in the Strawberry Fields community would not be affected by the Wellhead 
Protection Zone. Mr. Engle expressed his dismay that the Township did not notify the 
sixty-six (66) homeowners that would be affected by this ordinance. Mr. Engle continued 
to express opposition on behalf of several Township residents (present at the meeting) that 
would be potentially affected by the proposed ordinance to abandon, cap, and seal wells, 
in addition to the proposed requirement to install dual locking well caps for the properties 
connected to public water. 

• Tom Schwing, 112 Abbey Road, New Freedom, questioned why the Township wants to 
obtain the wells within the Wellhead Protection Zone. Chairman Rutledge asked for 
clarification to which Mr. Schwing then asked what is the reason/purpose for capping the 
wells? Chairman Rutledge commented that since the well is a direct source into the aquifer, 
you want to protect that as best you can and that is what the ordinance is aimed to do 
(protect the aquifer). Mr. Schwing stated that when York Water approached them they were 
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told they could keep their wells for one (1) outside spigot. Mr. Schwing questioned what 
about people who are not connected to public water; will their wells be inspected, and if 
so, would they be forced to close it if a problem is found? Chairman Rutledge replied that 
the inspection of the wells is to make sure the well is in good repair; such as the well cap, 
grouting, casing, etc. Mr. Schwing questioned why suddenly, after he has lived in his home 
for twenty (20) years, the Township wants to do an inspection when no one had requested 
to inspect his well before?  Mr. Schwing continued to express his opposition to the 
proposed ordinance.  

• Cory Cartwright, 6 Lois Lane, New Freedom, questioned why they were not notified that 
their address was on the list. Mr. Cartwright stated his well has been tested and his water 
is fine. He feels this is all about money and there are ulterior motives behind it. Supervisor 
Solomon commented the inspection of the wells is to make sure they are properly 
maintained. Mr. Cartwright commented that if his well fails an inspection he will have only 
ninety (90) days to make the corrections, which could potentially cost thousands of dollars.  
Mr. Cartwright stated there is nothing wrong with his well.  Supervisor Solomon responded 
that if the well is properly maintained he will be fine. Mr. Cartwright commented that he 
believes the government is overstepping its authority.  

• Ron Tate, 8 McCartney Road, New Freedom, questioned what happens if a well fails the 
inspection; what responsibility does the county, township, or landowner have to get public 
water to the property. Chairman Rutledge answered the Borough is inspecting the wells to 
prevent contamination, and if your well water is not good (enough to drink) then you would 
have to do something because you would not want to expose your family to that. Mr. Tate 
asked what the responsibility of the homeowner is; Chairman Rutledge answered to make 
the required repairs, if the well fails the inspection.  Mr. Tate questioned how he could fix 
it; public water was not available along his road. Chairman Rutledge explained you would 
probably only need to replace the cap, a result from the inspection, and would not need to 
connect to public water if you made the necessary inspection repairs.  Supervisor Brose 
clarified that the ordinance states the homeowner is responsible to make improvements. 
Supervisor Solomon interjected by stating that if the well fails an inspection, you would do 
what you would do now; repair it. Manager Zeigler reviewed the items that the Borough 
would be inspecting: grouting, casing condition, well cap condition, wire seal present, 
debris inside the well cap, and/or if there is an animal enclosure around the well. Manager 
Zeigler stated if there is a violation, the Borough will send the homeowner a letter 
describing the violation, along with recommendations to make the repairs. The homeowner 
will then have ninety (90) days to correct the violations. He further clarified that if the well 
fails the inspection and the property owner makes the corrections, the property will not be 
required to seal their well and connect to public water.  

• Brian Shannon, 3 Penny Lane, New Freedom, voiced his dismay that he found from 
Randy Engle that his address was in the ordinance.  Mr. Shannon commented that the sixty-
six (66) homes that are affected should have been notified so they could have had the 
opportunity to come to the meeting and voice their opinion. Mr. Shannon commented you 
(the Township) say you are not taking wells but taking the ability to sell that well with the 
property is taking away a tangible asset.   
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• Linda Miller, 504 Plank Road, New Freedom, expressed her concern regarding Borough 
employees coming inside her home to inspect her well. Mrs. Miller does not feel a photo 
identification card alone is sufficient, but that a background check in addition to a photo 
ID would be in the best interest of the Borough and Township. Chairman Rutledge 
commented the Borough has offered to have a Police Officer escort the Borough employee 
during the inspection. Mrs. Miller was not satisfied with this solution and stated she feels 
there needs to be more protection when someone is entering her home. 

• Brett Cassady, 10 Penny Lane, New Freedom, concurs with resident Brian Shannon, 
stating the ability to not be able to sell the well with the property is taking away an asset 
from the homeowner.  Mr. Cassady commented that the Township/Borough is looking to 
protect the wellhead and the checklist talks about things like spiderwebs in the cap, how 
high the wellhead is above the grade, whether grout is around the well, and if there is a 
tamper resident seal.  He stated he would be more concerned if someone came and dropped 
grout to the bottom of his well and disturbed the aquifer below. Supervisor Solomon 
clarified grout is not dropped into the well but along the outside casing. Mr. Cassady was 
not satisfied with Supervisor Solomon’s response stating that putting grout on the outside 
is also disturbing the area further. Mr. Cassady believes the report to be wrong because the 
properties that have since been built are not on it (the wellhead protection zone map) and 
he believes the residents who are currently on public water should be grandfathered under 
the ordinance.  

• JT Hand, York Water Company, addressed the Board concerning the proposed Wellhead 
Protection Ordinance and its impact on York Water customers. Mr. Hand stated that 2.2 
million gallons of water (average per month) are taken from the York Water Company 
public water supply, not the aquifer. Mr. Hand commented there is one (1) aquifer under 
Shrewsbury Township and Shrewsbury Borough and he believes the York Water 
Company’s efforts to supply public water is a better improvement and protection of the 
aquifer than the proposed ordinance. Mr. Hand does not believe that being on public water 
is harming the aquifer but helping if there is no cross connection.  

• Brian Sweitzer, Superintendent of Public Works for Shrewsbury Borough, disagreed with 
Mr. Hand regarding public water helping the aquifer and that is the reason for the proposed 
ordinance.  He stated that even while connected to public water, the wells remain 
“connected” to the aquifer. Mr. Sweitzer stated he is not opposed to having a background 
check; however, he confirmed that the Southern Regional Police force has agreed to 
accompany Borough employees into residential properties that have wells within their 
home. Mr. Sweitzer answered several questions from the audience.  

• Kathy Rehmeyer, 359 Strawberry Road, New Freedom, questioned what happens if they 
would have to go away for a year and would not be using the well. She is under the 
impression the well would then be considered abandoned. Supervisor Solomon answered 
you would need to check the box on the annual questionnaire that the well has not been 
abandoned. Mrs. Rehmeyer asked what happens if the well is considered deficient; how 
would she be able to water her livestock because public water is not an option due to the 
cost. Supervisor Solomon commented if the cap is defective, for instance, you would be 
required to replace the cap, he also noted that most of the repairs would not be that 
expensive, and if the repairs are made, there would be no requirement to connect to public 
water.  Mrs. Rehmeyer inquired if you are not on public water and want to sell your home; 
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would you be required to cap the well. Chairman Rutledge answered that connection to 
public water is not mandatory, except in cases of refusal to comply with the ordinance.  
Mrs. Rehmeyer commented they feel the Township is imposing on their rights as 
homeowners. 

• Chairman Rutledge closed the public hearing at 8:09 p.m.  
• Motion by Vice Chairman Rennoll, seconded by Chairman Rutledge, and unanimously 

carried to change the agenda order to allow voting on Ordinance No. 2018-01 at this time.  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-01: WELLHEAD PROTECTION (WELL ABANDONMENT & 
CAPPING) 
• Motion by Vice Chairman Rennoll, seconded by Chairman Rutledge, to adopt Ordinance 

No. 2018-01, as presented, which was followed by discussion. Supervisor Brose commented 
that as public officials, they must balance public safety with property owner rights, which is 
difficult to do. He also stated that he views wells as private property and has not seen proof 
of contamination or that the we are in danger of contamination. He believes the Township is 
making a problem where there is currently no problem and may not be a problem; however, 
if there does become a problem they can then reconsider. Chairman Rutledge commented that 
we are in a time where government is criticized for not being proactive, but instead wait to 
react when something happens, after which is may be too late to control the damage. Chairman 
Rutledge believes what the Borough and Township are trying to do is to be proactive. 
Supervisor Solomon commented that one of the hardest things the Board does is 
suggest/propose something and then face an avalanche of criticism. He further stated the 
Board must address health and safety issues to protect the common good of Township citizens. 
There was a brief period of discussion between Supervisor Solomon and the audience.  
Supervisor Biser apologized to the residents for feeling they were not properly informed of 
this proposed ordinance and she felt the Board can take a lesson from this issue. She reiterated 
the proposed ordinance has come a long way from where it originally began and that a lot of 
thought had been put into it. After further discussion, Chairman Rutledge called for the vote, 
which carried with a 3-2 vote (Supervisor Biser and Supervisor Brose voted No). 

 
RECESS 
• Chairman Rutledge announced at 8:33 p.m. there would be a five (5) minute recess; the 

meeting reconvened at 8:40 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 7, 2018 
• Motion by Vice Chairman Rennoll, seconded by Supervisor Brose, and unanimously 

carried to approve the February 7, 2018 meeting minutes, as presented. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
FEBRUARY 2018 
• Motion by Supervisor Solomon, seconded by Vice Chairman Rennoll, and unanimously 

carried to approve the February 2018 Treasurer’s Report; revenues totaling $215,240.25 
and expenditures totaling $111,905.11. 
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2017 AUDIT REPORT & FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
• The Board was provided with a copy of the 2017 Audit Report from the Township’s 

independent auditors. Supervisor Biser inquired if (on the top of page 10) there was an 
error where it reads “the Borough’s bank balance.” Manager Zeigler replied it was and 
that he would inform the auditors.  Supervisor Brose question if the year-end balance was 
the Township’s or the Borough’s; Manager Zeigler informed him it was the Township’s 
balance.  Chairman Rutledge commented that there were no findings by the auditors, and 
the manager and staff should be commended for a job well done over the year. 

 
OPENING PUBLIC COMMENT  
• None 
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-02: ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENTS (HOUSE OF 
WORSHIP & GAMING ESTABLISHMENTS) 
• Chairman Rutledge stated that proposed Ordinance No. 2018-02 is going before the York 

County Planning Commission on March 20, 2018 and will be back before the Board of 
Supervisors at their April 4, 2018 meeting, at which time a public hearing will be 
conducted. Stan Walters, EMC, 26 Circle Drive, Shrewsbury, informed the Board that this 
item is not on the York County Planning Commission’s Agenda. Supervisor Solomon 
requested that Manager Zeigler follow-up on Mr. Walters comment.  Supervisor Brose 
stated that he did not see anything in the proposed ordinance referring to gaming 
establishments. Manager Zeigler stated that he would review the draft ordinance and report 
back to the Board. Chairman Rutledge reported that the proposed ordinance is scheduled 
for consideration by the York County Local Government Advisory Committee (LGAC) at 
their March 12, 2018 meeting, and that the proposed amendment for gaming establishments 
is included. 

 
SUBDIVISIONS AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 

EITZERT FARMS – SEWER EDU 
• Nikolay Ratajczak, a partner in the Eitzert Farm Lot 55 subdivision, addressed the Board 

regarding the cost of $8,000.00 for the sewer EDU that he received approval to purchase 
at the November 1, 2017 Board of Supervisors meeting.  He then requested an extension 
at the December 6, 2017 Board of Supervisors meeting to purchase the EDU until March 
31, 2018, which was granted.  Mr. Ratajczak believes the cost of the EDU to be excessive, 
unfair, and unequitable.  There was a lengthy discussion between Mr. Ratajczak and the 
Board, with no action by the Board.  

 
REPORTS 
 

MANAGER 
• Manager Zeigler presented a proposal to the Board to have the Township name and logo 

painted on the Board room wall, behind the Board of Supervisors seats.  After a brief 
discussion, the consensus of the Board was to have the work completed.  Manager Zeigler 
stated that he would email the Board with a few examples for their feedback.  

• There were no questions from the Board regarding the content of the Manager’s Report. 
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SOLICITOR 
• There was no written Solicitor’s report and there were no questions for the Solicitor. 

 
ENGINEER 
• There were no questions from the Board regarding the content of the Engineer’s Report. 
 
ZONING OFFICER/CODES ENFORCEMENT/SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT 
• Manager Zeigler gave an update on the Glen Brook Mobile Home Park; specifically, the 

on-lot septic system replacement, which must be completed no later than November 30, 
2018.  

• There were no questions from the Board regarding the content of the Zoning, Codes 
Enforcement, and Sewage Enforcement Report. 

 
MAINTENANCE 
• Supervisor Brose informed Manager Zeigler the street name sign at Buchanan Avenue and 

Mt. Airy Road needs to be replaced. Manager Zeigler stated that he would follow-up with 
Mike McClain, Township maintenance supervisor.  

• There were no questions from the Board regarding the content of the Maintenance Report. 
 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
• Stan Walters, EMC, 26 Essex Circle Drive, Shrewsbury, provided a verbal update on recent 

emergency management activities.  
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
• There were no questions from the Board regarding the plan status report. 

 
SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS 
• None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

SEWER CAPACITY – SHREWSBURY BOROUGH SEWER COMMITTEE 
• Chairman Rutledge stated the Borough has agreed to meet with the Township regarding 

sewer capacity; no date has yet been set. 
 

STORMWATER ORDINANCE – PROPOSED AMENDMENT FOR ENGINEERED 
PLANS 
• Motion by Vice Chairman Rennoll, seconded by Supervisor Brose, and carried by a 4-1 

vote (Supervisor Biser voted No) to authorize the drafting of an ordinance to amend the 
existing Stormwater Ordinance.  The amendment would increase the existing threshold of 
1,000 sq. ft. up to 5,000 sq. ft. before an “engineer sealed” plan is required for stormwater 
plans.  Manager Zeigler stated that a plan will continue to be required for stormwater plans 
between 1,000 sq. ft. and 4,999 sq. ft. but will not require an engineer seal.  

 
 



MINUTES OF SHREWSBURY TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

March 7, 2018 
 

Board of Supervisors                                                       Page 7 of 9                                             March 7, 2018 

NEW BUSINESS 
REIMBURSEMENT OF TRAFFIC FINES FROM SHREWSBURY BOROUGH 
• Manager Zeigler informed the Board that Shrewsbury Borough will be reimbursing the 

Township $1,950.00 for erroneously disbursed traffic fines, after their March 14, 2018 
Borough Council meeting.  For approximately 13 years, the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and the York County Comptroller’s office have issued police fine monies 
erroneously to several York County Municipalities.  Shrewsbury Borough mistakenly 
received the $1,950.00 in fines in error, to which they were unaware.  
 

GRANT APPLICATION FOR DCNR COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP – 
MILLER PARK PHASE 2 
• Motion by Chairman Rutledge, seconded by Supervisor Solomon, and unanimously 

carried to authorize re-submission of the DCNR grant application for Phase 2 of the Miller 
Park Master Plan.  The grant application was submitted in April 2017 but did not receive 
funding. 

 
PURCHASE USED PICKUP TRUCK 
• Motion by Supervisor Solomon, seconded by Vice Chairman Rennoll, and unanimously 

carried to approve the purchase of a used 2009 Ford F-150 Pickup Truck with 77,960 miles, 
at a cost of $10,460.  The budget for this purchase was $25,000. 

 
TRANSFER OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS 
• 1964 COOPER RD, NEW FREEDOM (SWARTZ) TO 308 CAMPBELL RD, NEW 

FREEDOM (MATTHEWS) and 14781 BOYER RD, NEW FREEDOM (SOLOMON) TO 
15056 BOYER RD, NEW FREEDOM (SOLOMON) 
• Motion by Chairman Rutledge, seconded by Supervisor Solomon, and unanimously 

carried to approve the transfer of both Development Right requests; 1964 Cooper Road, 
New Freedom, to 308 Campbell Road, New Freedom, and from 14781 Boyer Road, 
New Freedom, to 15056 Boyer Road, New Freedom. 

 
AMEND LOT WIDTH IN ZONING ORDINANCE ARTICLE 4 (AG DISTRICT) 
• Manager Zeigler informed the Board there was a Zoning Hearing Board meeting the 

previous week where the applicant requested the lot width be reduced from 200’ to 100’ in 
the agricultural zoning district. The proposed lots would have been connected to an existing 
public sewer main along E. Forrest Avenue.  The Zoning Hearing Board did not believe 
the applicant meet the requirements for a hardship. Manager Zeigler requested that the 
Board consider, at the encouragement of the Zoning Hearing Board, amending the zoning 
ordinance to allow the 100’ lot width when the new lot would be connected to an existing 
public water or sewer main.  There was a period of discussion, followed by a motion from 
Chairman Rutledge, seconded by Supervisor Brose, and unanimously carried to support 
the recommended amendment to Article 4 (Agricultural District) to allow a minimum lot 
width of 100’ for new lots that would be served existing public water and/or sewer mains.  
Staff will prepare the proposed text amendment and present it to the Township Planning 
Commission at their March 21, 2018 meeting. 
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INSTALLATION OF ONE (1) FIRE HYDRANT – APPLE ROAD 
• Motion by Chairman Rutledge, seconded by Vice Chairman Rennoll, and unanimously 

carried to approve the installation of one (1) new fire hydrant by The York Water Company 
at the end of Apple Road.  

SPECIAL EXCEPTION (WEDDING VENUE) – ZONING HEARING BOARD 
• Manager Zeigler informed the Board that an application for a Special Exception was 

received by the Township requesting that a wedding venue be permitted in the agricultural 
district.  The application states that a wedding venue is not permitted as a use anywhere in 
the Township, and as such, a request can be made for a Special Exception in the district in 
which there is a similar in nature and another like-kind use in the zoning district.  He also 
stated that the request will be presented to the Township Planning Commission on March 
21, 2018 and then to the Zoning Hearing Board on March 27, 2018.  Chairman Rutledge 
commented that at the Local Government Advisory Committee meetings he has seen 
several proposed zoning ordinance amendments regarding this same issue and that they 
generated a very extensive list of questions concerning these types of venues. He further 
stated there is a host of problems that can come from those types of venues and does not 
feel it is an appropriate use for the agricultural zoning district; Vice Chairman Rennoll and 
Supervisor Solomon concurred. Manger Zeigler recommended that Chairman Rutledge 
attend the Zoning Hearing Board to present the Board’s concerns and/or recommendations. 
After further discussion, consensus of the Board was for Chairman Rutledge to attend the 
Planning Commission meeting and the Zoning Hearing to make the Board’s position 
known.  

  
CORRESPONDENCE 
• None 

 
CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENT 
• Phil Robinson, 18147 Amanda Lane, New Freedom, addressed the Board regarding the 

subdivision ordinance, which prohibits homeowners from removing trees in certain areas on 
their property and asked the Board to reconsider that section of the ordinance.  He cited safety 
for the reason, given the number of trees that blew down during a recent wind storm.  

• JT Hand, York Water Company, stated that he appreciated the Board’s efforts to modify the 
wellhead protection ordinance from its original version. He believes the changes are reasonable 
even though he is not fully supportive of the adoption of the ordinance. Mr. Hand commented 
that the Interconnected Agreement that York Water has with Shrewsbury Borough expires in 
2023 and he must notify them in August 2018 if they (The York Water Company) plan on 
maintaining that agreement; he stated that he is seriously considering not extending the 
Interconnected Agreement with Shrewsbury Borough. Mr. Hand feels that Shrewsbury 
Borough is taking an opportunity to limit York Water’s competition within Shrewsbury 
Township. Supervisor Brose inquired if that would affect Shrewsbury Township residents; Mr. 
Hand stated it would not. Chairman Rutledge responded by commenting that it could 
potentially affect Township residents who are served by the Borough’s water system.  
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• Chairman Rutledge commented that there are a couple of issues with the wellhead protection 
ordinance that could be addressed by a letter to the Borough; 1) allow property owners who 
close a well after the 20-year period to use a third party since the property owner must pay for 
that work to be completed, 2) do not require grouting of a well now that was not originally 
grouted at the time of installation, 3) encourage the Borough to conduct Pennsylvania State 
Police background checks on Borough employees who will be conducting the well inspections, 
and 4) inform the Township of any violations discovered under Ordinance No. 2018-01.  
Following discussion of these issues, there was consensus among the Board for a letter to be 
sent to the Borough outlining these matters. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
• Motion by Supervisor Biser, seconded by Vice Chairman Rennoll, and unanimously carried 

to adjourn at 10:00 p.m. The next regularly scheduled Board of Supervisors meeting is 
Wednesday, April 4, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Wendy Brown 
Recording Secretary 


