
Efficiency, Reform & Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 

September 10, 2007 

 

Attendance: Gary Bischoff, Charlie Busick, Susan Cummings, Peter Leipmann, Brian 

Shapiro 

 

Excused: Tracey Bartels, Hector Rodriguez 

 

Also present: Commissioner John Parete, Commissioner Tom Turco 

 

Gary Bischoff called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

 

Board of Elections 

Tom distributed budget (attached) 

There is a change with lower contractual and higher personnel costs because of treating 

election inspectors as employees. 

 

Chargebacks to towns will increase to $1.2 million.  The amount is based on increases in 

BOE budget from a 2005 base.  There is a great deal of variability based on state 

approval of machines and state requirements for handicapped accessible voting.   There 

may be a requirement that we have an accessible machine for each poling site.  There 

may be a requirement for storage space for these machines.  Budget reflects cost of 

three elections (presidential primary, primary and general election). 

 

Right now it is not clear if lever machines can still be used in the presidential primary in 

Feb. 2008.  It would be easier to implement new machines in even year because of less 

complex ballot that is uniform throughout most of county i.e. no town or county races.   

 

There was discussion of chargeback to towns.  Consensus is that eventually county 

should pick up the full election cost. 

 

Ethics Law 

The Ethics Panel passed a new version of the ethics law.  The Attorney is cleaning the 

copy up, and the new copy will be distributed to the committee.  We will act on the new 

ethics law next month if members are given the new law with sufficient time to review. 

 

Charlie Busick brought up the concern that this committee should not have direct 

department responsibility.  We will address this with respect to the 2008 legislature 

organization. 

 

Brian Shapiro – Employee Suggestion Plan 



Brian suggests that committee take another look at the suggestion plan.  There were a 

number of Motion by Bischoff, 2nd by Leipmann to appoint Brian Shapiro the new head 

of Employee Suggestion Plan Sub-Committee.  Brian will form the sub-committee and 

report back to this committee regularly. 

 

Meting adjourned at 7 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Gary Bischoff 

 

 


