
Efficiency, Reform and Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 

November 13, 2007 

 

Committee Members Attending 

 Gary Bischoff, Chair 

 Tracey Bartels 

 Brian Shapiro 

 Peter Leipmann 

 Hector Rodriguez 

 Charles Busick 

 

Excused 

 Susan Cummings 

 

Other Legislators Attending 

 Susan Zimmet 

 

Others Attending: 

 Arlene Foy Reynolds, Human Rights Director 

 Ralph Childers, Saugerties 

 Chelsea Reynaud, Onteora High School 

 Cailean Carr, Onteora High School 

 Bill Kimble, Daily Freeman 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by Gary Bischoff 

 

Arlene presented summary of Human Relations Commission and distributed the 2006 Human 

Relations Yearly Report.  For 2008 her office will continues with the “Undoing Racism” and 

“Handicap Parking Education” programs.  There was discussion of various complaints and 

resolution of complaints. 

 

Tracey stated concerns about committee meeting minutes.  She recommended that we formalize 

a policy for standardized committee (standing and special) minutes.  In the course of the Jail 

Investigation Committee work, they reviewed hundreds of pages of committee minutes.  The 

quality of the minutes varied widely.   

Tracey also made a recommendation that all meetings be recorded using a digital recorder and 

the data be cataloged and saved.  Peter Liepmann suggested that we obtain digital recorders that 

interface to DSL port on PC and that several meetings can be saved to one DVD.   Gary Bischoff 

will interface with Administrative Services Committee and find out what type of technology is 

available. 

 

There was a motion by Brian Shapiro to create a subcommittee to make recommendations 

to the full committee and formalize a policy for 2008.  Motion was seconded by Tracey 

Bartels and passed unanimously.  The following legislators agreed to participate, Gary 

Bischoff, Tracey Bartels, Hector Rodriguez, Charlie Busick (with proviso that if Sue 

Cummings wants to serve he will not since he is leaving the legislature). 

 



Copies of the new Ethics Law were passed out.  There was a long discussion of the schedule to 

review, set a public hearing and pass the law.  Consideration was given to a late resolution for 

November meeting, which was rejected.  Tracey and Hector suggested a special meeting before 

voting on the law in committee.  It was decided that a special meeting would be held on 

November 26 at 5:30 p.m.  This meeting will be devoted to reviewing the Ethics Law.  We 

would get the assistant County Attorney to attend along with members of the Ethics Panel.  Gary 

will notify the legislative clerk to formally notify the press and public about the meeting. (done)  

Gary stated a concern about the wording of the paragraph dealing with county department heads 

and commissioners serving on local committees.  Gary felt that it should apply to political 

committees only, and suggested that the word ‘political’ be added.  Gary felt that the intent was 

not to prevent county personnel from serving on local government committees such as the town 

Conservation Advisory Committee or Recreation Advisory Board etc.  Gary will check with 

attorney. 

 

Susan Zimmet filled in the committee on status of Voting by Mail.  The committee has not met 

in the last several weeks because of the elections.  The legislature passed a resolution to create a 

Vote by Mail Pilot Program for the September primary.  There has been no formal response from 

the state, but Susan spoke to the attorney that represents the state election commissioners, and he 

expressed a concern about constitutionality.  Susan told the committee about the Department of 

Justice lawsuit, which seeks to force New York to make a decision on voting machines in time 

for the 2008 federal elections.  There is a concern that this will force New York into Direct 

Recording Electronic (DRE) machines, which are notoriously unreliable and have a history of 

vote tampering.  Susan is working with Andi Novick, a lawyer and expert in voting machine and 

the legal aspects of the DOJ suit.  She may recommend and draft a memorializing resolution next 

month.  Discussion ensued about what we could do at the local level to keep Ulster County from 

being forced to go to DRE machines, since the legislature and this committee have gone on 

record as being opposed to DRE machines.  There was a motion by Peter Leipmann, 2
nd

 by 

Tracey Bartels to revisit the local voting machine law that the legislature considered in 

October 2006.  There was extensive discussion about the legality of an Ulster County Law 

that would set more stringent requirements than federal or state laws.  Tracey noted that 

when she went to a NYSAC conference the instructor was emphatic that legislatures should 

push for new laws and policy even though experts say it can’t be done or it is not legal.  The 

motion was changed to reintroduce the October 2006 draft local law that would require all 

voting machines in Ulster County to have a paper trail that is actually marked by the voter.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Brian Shapiro presented a Resolution urging the United States Congress to create a select 

committee to investigate the Administration’s intent to go to war before a congressional 

authorization, manipulation of pre-war intelligence, encouraging and countenancing 

torture, retaliating against critics, and to make recommendations regarding grounds for 

possible impeachment.  Seconded by Tracey Bartels.  There was a friendly motion to 

amend the resolution as presented by shortening the title and adding more information to 

the Resolved.  The motion was further amended to add the names or Rep. John Conyers 

and Rep. Dennis Kucinich to the list of representatives on the distribution list in the 

Further Resolved.  The vote on the amendments was unanimous.  The vote on the 

resolution was 5-1 with Busick a no. 

Charlie Busick commended the committee for the great work that Efficiency, Reform and 

Intergovernmental Affairs has done over the last two years.  Charlie thanked the Chair for 



allowing him to be an active meeting and to chair a meeting while Gary was in Ireland.  Gary 

praised Charlie for his work, his experience and his contributions to the committee, further 

stating that Charlie has been easy to work with and a true gentleman. 

 

Meeting adjourned by unanimous consent. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gary Bischoff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


