
MINUTES OF THE ULSTER COUNTY  

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITEE 

January 17, 2007 

 

 

 

 

PRESENT: Brian Shapiro, Richard Parete, Dean Fabiano, William McAfee, Tracey 

Bartels, Hector Rodriguez, Leonard Distel 

 

Also present:  Jeannette Provenzano, Miriam Strouse, John Mallon, Michael Bemis, Josh 

Koplovich, Jake Wedemeyer, Toni Hokanson, Jim Gordon, Elizabeth Ascue, Katie 

Young, Dedrick Werner,  David Strause 

 

Excused: Rob Hare 

 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Brian Shapiro called the meeting to order at 6:00pm 

 

 

REPORTS 

 

Recycling Oversight Committee 

 

Bartels reviewed the first meeting of the Recycling Oversight Committee held on January 

17, 2007 at 5:00pm.  She stated that two appointed positions were vacant: one for an 

EMC appointment and the other for a Mayor’s Association appointment.  She said that 

finally some action will take place on the Local Law established in 1991.   

 

Bartels would like to see the Recycling Oversight membership expand with the support 

of the Environmental Committee.  She said that copies of Local Laws No 8 and 9 had 

been passed out at the first meeting for the Recycling Oversight Committee to review.  

She hoped the next meeting would be within the next two weeks but no later than one 

month. 

 

Hokanson thought that meeting more frequently than the quarterly meetings outlined in 

the original law was necessary at this time.  She did feel that a representative from the 

City of Kingston should be included on the Recycling Oversight Committee for the 

present even though a Mayor’s Association was never made official. 

 

 

 

 

 



Chodikee Lake 

 

Koplovich informed the Committee that Mr. Delacorte’s money for the Chodikee Lake 

property had never been refunded.  He had a conversation with Mr. Rudge, NYSDEC 

about the access issue which Delacorte had said a lawsuit was filed to gain access.  

Koplovich said that the DEC had less interest in access because they currently have it 

through an adjoining piece of property.  Mr. Rudge did say that the property value would 

be higher if there was public access.  Koplovich said a lawsuit would have to be filed 

which would be contested by the adjoining property owners. 

 

Scott Abrahamson, Albany DEC counsel, will be conducting research on whether an 

Article 15 could be avoided by clearing up all liens.  Koplovich said that an Article 15 

proceeding is almost always required by a title company to cut off any legal interest a lien 

holder may have.  He had gone to the County Clerk’s office and found that Mr. Delacorte 

had started a proceeding.  He said interested parties were served but the case never went 

anywhere. 

 

Koplovich said that once the NYSDEC is satisfied that there are no liens, they will 

conduct an appraisal of the property.  He is waiting to here back from Albany before 

deciding how to proceed.   

 

Fabiano said it seems like this is a good sign that the process is almost completed.  

Bartels asked about getting a clear title.  Koplovich said the County is the recorded owner 

of the property.  Shapiro asked what the time frame was on this case.  Koplovich thought 

it could take up to a year.  Shapiro said that he had been contacted by the adjoining 

property owners and they had a positive attitude. 

 

Parete said he was hesitant on beginning a lawsuit against tax payers.  He also asked how 

Delacorte started a lawsuit since he wasn’t the owner on record.  Koplovich said it was 

questionable as to whether Delacorte could legally start a law suit before he was sold the 

property.  The paperwork filed at the Clerk’s office stated he was about to become the 

property owner. 

 

Bartels asked about access and initiating the law suit.  Koplovich said the neighboring 

property owners would be sued.  It may include the real property tax lien holders too, but 

it has to include the adjoining property owners.  He felt the neighbors may react 

differently when they learn that the property will not be developed, but will be kept 

forever open.  Shapiro said he is working on a means for the County to review tax sale 

parcels before selling them at public auction. It would test tax sale parcels for public 

benefit. 

 

 

Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency 

 

Bemis reported on the monthly tonnage reports and minutes for the UCRRA.  He said 

copies were available if any of the Committee members wanted to review them.   



 

Bemis also reported that a legal firm had FOILED a significant amount of records on 

Agency grants dating back to 1989.  The records were retrieved and a response letter 

went out to the legal firm.   

 

Bemis said a news article was in Waste News regarding Flow Control.  The Agency 

attorney didn’t feel that the original 1994 Carbone decision could be overturned.   

 

Bemis reported on the Agency’s annual Board meeting.  He informed that Committee 

that Chairman Roberts had resigned after two years of service and Dennis Helm was 

voted in as new Chairman.  He said Roberts had contributed to the financial savings plan 

the Agency was implementing in their budget.  He said that Board members would be 

attending training under the new public service requirements.  He also reported that Frank 

Tomaseski, Controller, would be retiring and Tim DeGraff, and Ulster County resident 

had been hired to take his place. 

 

Parete asked if Bemis had information of the new Board member, Michelle Rodden.  

Bemis said he did, and recommended that the next Board member should have some 

accounting background. 

 

Parete asked about Flow Control.  Bemis said that Oneida-Herkimer’s case was different 

from the Carbone case because the County floated bonds.  He said it was a County as 

opposed to a private entity.  Bemis said that since the Oneida-Herkimer was counting on 

flow control to pay their bonds the outcome for the decision to enforce flow control was 

different. 

 

 

Soil and Water 

 

Wedemeyer distributed an activity report.  He said that the first of three projects this year 

would be stormwater control which would be paid for with grant funds.  He said a project 

had been started where several hundred trees native to the area would be planted along a 

1,200 foot stretch of the Wallkill River.  Since they were native species, herbicides will 

not be necessary.  Wedemeyer said his department would be working with Cornell, the 

Health Department, Orange County Water quality, and the Planning Board to name a 

few.  He said that Orange County had given Ulster County a permeable water equation to 

use which is being tested on impervious surfaces.  If it works, it will be more cost 

effective than buying expensive software. 

 

Wedemeyer said that Soil and Water will be working with the Town of Olive on stream 

maintenance.  Parete asked about stream maintenance on the Bushkill and asked if they 

needed a permit from DEP.  Wedemeyer said he thought they only needed a permit from 

DEC.  He added that he had worked with the DEP on a separate project and they weren’t 

bad to work with. 

 



Parete asked if Greenwich would get the manure this year.  Wedemeyer said he thought 

they would. 

 

Shapiro presented resolutions to rescind Resolution No. 155 of April 8, 2004 which 

designated the Environmental Management Council as lead agency in water quality. 

 

Bartels was opposed.  She felt it was premature to dismantle any agencies designated 

previously.  She didn’t feel that this resolution was synonymous with Resolution No. 155 

and that the County trend was to allow legal departments to question and change previous 

resolutions.  Bartels reminded the Committee that a volunteer EMC position had 

overseen a paid staff.  At this point she is opposed to the resolution on the table even 

though she is an advocate of having an Environmental Department. 

 

Shapiro understood her concerns but felt that because the County was under a deadline to 

complete the MS4 project, the Administrator had to become the defacto entity to see this 

project through.  He supported this resolution because once the point was reached to 

create an Environmental Department then the County could step back. 

 

Bartels felt that since there were other County departments involved the project could 

continue.  Shapiro said he recalls that the resolution was sold to him because the EMC 

would take the lead in the MS4 project.  Bartels asked who was going to oversee the 

project.  Shapiro said he envisioned an MS4 Board.  Parete felt that a lot of the EMC and 

LEWR issues have been brought about because of a long term plan for MS4.  He said that 

Donaldson mentioned it would be forwarded to the County Planning Department 

previously.  He felt it was a turf war with a long term plan and would be voting with 

Bartels. 

 

Shapiro said his plan all along was to have this project given to an MS4 Board. 

Rodriguez said he would be opposed to giving it to the Planning Board, but asked how 

this resolution could facilitate the completion of the MS4 project.  Shapiro said that the 

resolution wouldn’t affect the approach or project goal. 

 

Bartels said she would argue that this resolution is about more than just MS4.  The 

language in the resolution only mentioned MS4 in one paragraph.  She felt that whether 

the resolution passes or not, the County Chairman has put the power in the hands of the 

County Administrator.  She said the creation of a sub-committee should be able to 

determine where the purview of the responsibilities for MS4 should go. 

 

Bartels said if the attorneys and administrators felt so strongly about this, they should 

have approached the Environmental Committee.  Distel felt it should be the 

Environmental Committee’s recommendation rather than the administration’s.  He asked 

when the EMC will get a re-appointment or will it.  Fabiano said it should be done in no 

more than 120 days.  Shapiro said it won’t be a long term. 

 



Parete remarked that the issue that MS4 and water quality encompasses is very large.  He 

said that water quality had never been reported to the County whereas EMC 

representatives came to all the Environmental Committee meetings. 

 

MOTION to approve the Resolution was made by Brian Shapiro and seconded by 

Hector Rodriguez.   

 

VOTE:  Aye: Shapiro, McAfee, Distel, Fabiano, Rodriguez 

 

  Nay: Bartels, R.A. Parete 

 

Resolution approved five to two. 

 

 

Resolution Authorizing a Special Committee to Study and Review the Environmental 

Needs of the County was presented by Chairman Shapiro. 

 

Parete was opposed and felt that the Environmental Committee could handle 

environmental projects.  Shapiro said that it would be a joint committee of the 

Environmental and Ways and Means Committees.  He said all Committee members 

would be kept in the loop. 

 

Bartels found it interesting that the resolution was looking to move issues to a joint 

committee.  She said there were other departments with many projects on their plate and 

asked why it had to be taken from the Environmental Committee.  Parete felt he wanted 

to keep these projects under the purview of the Environmental Committee and said 3-4 of 

the current Environmental Committee members would be cut out.  Shapiro said the 

fundamental disagreement is that the Environmental Committee will have to dedicate all 

of its time on MS4 and setting up a Department of Environment would allow the 

Environmental Committee to address other issues. 

 

Parete appreciated Shapiro’s concern, but said Ways and Means is already overloaded so 

taking 3-4 members from their committee doesn’t make sense.  He felt it was a pre-

determined plan sitting on somebody’s desk, and that the membership of the seven-

member panel has already been decided on. 

 

Distel said he was uncomfortable with the new Committee membership too.  Donaldson 

responded to Distel by saying the way the resolution was written, it would appoint both 

Chairs of both the Environmental and Ways and Means Committee.  It had also been 

suggested that there be a Highway appointment. 

 

Bartels asked why it was recommended to go to a combination of Committees without 

first being recommended by the Environmental Committee to proceed this way.  

Donaldson said the resolution is not collapsing departments, but is adding an 

Environmental Department. 

 



Shapiro said there is a strong feeling by the Environmental Committee that there should 

be more members from the Environmental Committee than from Ways and Means.  

Fabiano agreed that there should be.  McAfee asked if the resolution could be amended to 

designate more members from the Environmental Committee.  Donaldson said that it 

could be amended on the floor at tomorrow’s Legislative meeting. 

 

Distel felt that it should stay in the hands of the Environmental Committee. 

 

MOTION to accept the resolution as written was made by Brian Shapiro and seconded 

by William McAfee. 

 

VOTE:  Ayes:  Shapiro, McAfee 

 

  Nays:  Parete, Bartels, Fabiano, Distel, Rodriguez 

 

Resolution defeated five to two. 

 

Rodriguez asked if there would be a recommendation to amend on the floor tomorrow.  

Bartels said no unless a vote took out the sentence for Ways and Means.  Rodriguez said 

it could be amended on the floor to include more Environmental Committee members. 

 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Werner asked if the EMC Board still existed.  Parete said that the EMC is under the 

control of the County Administrator and Heins would be calling the meetings.  David 

Strause said it was his understanding that to be Chairman under local law, the person 

must be a member of EMC.  He said that Heins is not a member. 

 

 

Miriam Strouse asked where the agency (LEWR) was to interact with the EMC council.  

Shapiro said the lines between the agency and EMC board have been completely blurred. 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

MOTION to adjourn was made by Richard Parete and seconded by Dean Fabiano.  All 

in favor. 

 

 

     Adjourned: 7:35pm 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Laura Petit 


