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MINUTES OF PUBLIC UE?Rfl1G ON NI ORDD
(?dICZ MIE)WING TEE
PENSION P1.liJI:
SECTIONS 30—16, 30—19,
30—47, 30—53k, 30—53C, 30—53D, 30—53 30—23B, 30—27A, 30—31,
G, 30—531
)Iarch 8, 1994
Council chamber.
521
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President Sandy F. Kiebanoff calle
d the hearing to order at
7:30 p.m.
Present were Councf lore Robert Bouvie
r, Owen Eagan, Sandy
F. Kiebanoff, Charles R. Mattiss, Patri
ck McCabe, Madeline
S. McKernan, Larry Price, Andy Schatz
and Alfred Thrco.
President Elebanoff:
Mr. Feldman, does the administratio
n
have a presentation?
Barry H. Feldman, Town Manager:
Madam Mayor, I do.
It is a
brief presentation.
The ordinance that is before you this
evening reflects the changes that were
negotiated some two
plus years ago, going on three years
ago in the collective
bargaining agreements for Town emplo
yees.
The changes are
fairly comprehensive and are reflected
by the various
changes in the section of the pension
ordinance itself.
Maybe instead of taking lots of time
right now, if you
should have specific questions, be it
now or later this
evening, I will try to respond but again
what the ordinance
does is that it catches up to the colle
ctive bargaining
agreements that you have previously ratifi
ed and have
actually implemented those changes that are
now in place for
the past two plus years.
Again, the pension ordinance
itself, if you adopt the ordinance later
this evening,
basically then reflects that you have already
ratified in
the collective bargaining agreements.

•1

President Klebanof ft
Thank you, Mr. Feldman.
Does anybody
have any questions regarding this ordinance
and the changes?
Mr. Matties.
Councilor Matties:
It is a little too broad.
One of the
underlined sections introducing a name or title
that
previously was not in the contract, that would
be underlined
section on the first or second page, there is
nothing of
that nature?
Mr. Feldman:
In the pension changes? No, we are dealing in
pension changes with such issues as a pre—retirem
ent death,
you may remember that one about there was some concer
n about
the employee dies.
There were some changes on that.
We
have dealt with, the Council dealt with the Board
of
Education, a certain grouping of Board of Educat
ion
employees.
You may remember that from a Finance and Budget
Committee meeting of a number of months ago.
There is a
clarification of what annual rate of pay is.
Another
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section deals with the member’s contribut
ion.
Another
section deals with again the Police and
the Fire Department
changes as far as when they are eligible
to retire.
Another
section deals with their percent of final
average
compensation.
There is another section that basic
ally makes
the ordinance gender neutral.
There is a section that deals
with the amount that the employee pays.
Does any of that
address your question, Mr. Matties?

I

Councilor Matties:
Pretty much so.
The fact that I guess
what you said initially that we are codify
ing it basically.
Mr. Feldman:
correct.

The collective bargaining agreements,

Councilor Hatties:
Mr.

Feldman:

No,

that is

Nothing new is being done?
sir,

not at all.

President Kiebanof ft Are there furth
er questions?
a sign up sheet for this hearing,
Mr. Mccabe?
Councilor Mccabe:

No,

Is there

Mayor.

President Kiebanof ft
Is there anyone with us this evenin
g
that would like to speak to us
regarding the changes in the
pension ordinance?
Would you like to speak to the
pension
ordinance?
There is a podium right here.
If you would like
to come up and give us your name
and address then you can
speak.
Thank you.
Mr. Feldblum:
Nat Feldblum, 54-E Starkel Road,
West
Hartford.
Now, I saw that in the paper. It
was very little
which a lot of people could
not see.
it is so small it was
‘ust about the print on it and
what you have on there,
trying to do away with the pensio
n itself which I don’t
agree because after all we have
worked practically half of
our life on that and it has
helped us quite a bit.
I would
say that it should be kept
up instead of trying to do away
with it.
A lot of people probably did not
see this piece
that was in the paper becaus
e it was so small.

j —.

President Kiebanoff:
pension.

No, we are not doing away with
the

Mr. Feldblum:
Well, according to that amend
ment,
to try to do away with.

it means

President Klebanof ft
Not in this instance.
In this
instance it does not.
In this case it does not mean
do away
with it.
It is making some changes
In the wording that has
no, that will have no affec
t.
Kr. F.ldblum: Well,
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it doesn’t because I am not the
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only one that has uork.d
practically half the
ir life.
President Kiebanoff: We
can
not
and
wou
ld
not
pension.
tak. away the
Mr. F.ldblum: I don’t kno
amending means to do awa w. The way it was worded about
y with things.
President Klebanoff:
No, not this one.
Mr. Feldblum: It didn’t
just change things. Tha explain that you were going to
t is why I thought I wou
ld come.
President Klebanoff: Mrs
. Wilder is the Town’s
attorney.
Mr. Feldblum: Rnd more peo
ple
wou
ld
hav
e come but they
probably did not see wha
t was in the papers.
President Klebanoff:
Would Mrs. Wilder ple
ase just make
sure that I am correc
t.
Am I correct, Mrs. Wil
der?
Marjorie Wilder, corpor
ation Counsel:
Yes, Madam Mayor.
fact, these changes are
In
actually improving, mak
some of the provision
ing better
s of the pension ordinan
ce which are
employees have negoti
ated with us in the pas
t.
Mr. Feldblum:
Can I ask you what kind
of changes are there
made to make it better?
You are not going to get
than you were getting bef
any more
ore.
That is understood.
probably get the same amo
You will
unt that you probably had
before.
President Klebanoff: The
y don’t deal with the amo
unt of
money.

Mrs. Wilder:

For example, one

of the changes allows som
to be eligible for a pen
eone
sion at an earlier date
than they
might be otherwise.
Mr. Feldhlum:
Mrs. Wilder:
Mr. Feldblum:
Mrs. Wilder:

You mean it is for others
?
For people who retire in
the future.
In the future.
Correct.

Mr. Feldblum: Is that wha
t it is for?
President Kiebanof ft It
is for people who are .ti
ll working
for the town.

.

Mr • Feldblum: It isn’t for
people that have worked bef
ore
and the changes are still goi
ng to be made, aren’t they?
They are still going to be
made, right?

.
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Mrs. Wilder:
No, it is my understanding that people who
have already retired, there won’t be any
change in their
pension benefits.
Is that correct?
Mr. Feldblum: In other words, it is goin
g to keep on going,
is that the idea?
Mrs. Wilder:

That is absolutely correct.

Mr. Feldblum:
That is what I wanted to know.
That is why
I am here.
I would have brought more people but som
e how or
other they didn’t see what was in the
Hartford Courant.
That is where I got it from.
That is why I came on account
of that reason.
Mrs. Wilder:

Good reason.

President Klebanoff: Thank you.
Hr. Feldblum: I wish more would have
come and it would have
been much better but they did not do
it.
That is all.
President Klebanoff: Anybody else
have any questions
regarding these changes? If not
, I will close the public
hearing.

Th. hearing adjourned at 7:40 p.s.
Norma U. Cronin
Recording Secretary
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